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by Michael Matza 

Open the “good, gray, New York 
Times editorial fittingly opens up each 
anda December 25 and you might be sur- 
prised to discover — somewhere in the 
page jump between Jimmy Carter’s 
transition team and Henry Kissinger’s 
memoirs — a column or two on Christ- 
mas charity in New York. The tight, 
Scrooge-like, “just facts” format of a 
Times editorial fittingly opens up each 
holiday season, and to “‘all the news that’s 
fit to print” is added a cup of good cheer 
that last year trickled over the brim at 
$1,040,000. 

The column you read might be about a 
Girl Scout troop that raised charitable 
funds from a bake sale — just a drop in 
the cup — or about a six figure contribu- 
tion from the estate of a millionaire — 
clearly a splash — but in either case, the 
money ends up in the same place. Where 
the buck stops is called the New York 
Times Neediest Cases Fund, and it’s been 
in operation since 1912. 

The Fund was organized by the late 
Adolph S. Ochs when he was publisher of 
the Times. His motive, according to to- 
day’s promotional literature, “was to cor- 
rect and channel indiscriminate giving in 
New York City, particularly during the 
holiday season, and to provide perma- 
nent rehabilitation, rather than tem- 


porary relief.” Although a great many . 


papers have followed the Times’s lead, 
New York’s preeminent newspaper estab- 


Santa Doug Crocket in the Globe's toy warehouse 


GLOBE SAN 


The people behind the myth 


lished the precedent for philanthropy in 
the newsroom. The Times’s annual cam- 
paign begins three weeks before Christ- 
mas and ends on the last day of Feb- 
ruary. 

Three leading charitable organizations 
were asked to cooperate in the original ap- 
peal. The number has since grown to eight 
and includes federations that serve each 
of New York’s five boroughs and repre- 
sents three major religions. 


There is no soliciting for the Fund out- - 


side the pages of the Times and no fee for 
the Times’s administrative services is 
charged to the Fund. Each day’s contri- 
butions are sent to the charitable 
organizations promptly and the gross re- 
ceipts are published in the following day’s 


paper. Contributions regarded as particu- 
larly noteworthy by the news department 
are the subject of articles accompanying 
the announcement of the funds thus far 
raised. 
Unlike other funds in which the major 
emphasis is on providing a turkey dinner 
for Christmas, or toys for tots, the Times 
Fund deals mainly in cash donations 
made to its eight affiliated agencies. Ac- 


_cording to Fund President, C. Raymond 


Hulsart, “this type of giving spreads the 
assistance out over an entire year.” The 
news stories focus on the philanthropy of 
the donors rather than the extreme need 
of the recipients. 

The Boston Globe Santa Fund is some- 
what different than the Times Fund, but 


Globe Santa Santa at the Milk Street office 


William O. Taylor, President of the Globe 
acknowledges that they are following the 
tradition established by the New York 
giant. 

In 1956, the Globe bought out the fail- 
ing Boston Post. Along with their new 
acquisition came an institution known as 
the “Mayor of Boston-Post Santa.” No 
one at the Globe today seems to remem- 
ber how long the Post had been involved 
in the Christmas drive, but William O. 
Taylor suggests that it probably dates 
back to the days when the illustrious 
James Michael Curley was Mayor of Bos- 
ton. Traditionally, the Fund has raised 
money to purchase toys for the children of 
Boston. Department of Public Works 
trucks and other city government assist- 
ance were instrumental in delivering the 
toys, hence the association with the 
“Mayor of Boston.” 

The first year the Globe administered 
the Fund, they raised approximately 
$45,000. By 1959, they decided to dis- 
associate the Fund from city govern- 
ment, and the mayor’s imprimatur was 
removed from the name. 

The contributions raised in this year’s 
drive will be used to purchase toys for 
Christmas 1977. In the interim, the 
money is placed in a trust. The last docu- 
ment establishing responsibility for the 
funds was signed on June 13, 1975, nam- 
ing Davis Taylor, John I. Taylor, and 
William O. Taylor as trustees. The fiscal 
year for Globe Santa runs from Decem- 
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ber 1 to November 30, but the bulk of the _ 


contributions are raised between the day. 
the turkey hits the table and the eve the 
stockings hit the mantelpiece. During the 
year, the money is placed in ninety-day 
term accounts at a number of local banks. 
By the spring before Christmas, toy 
purchasing is underway. 

“If we had the money longer we might 
try to invest the fund so it could make 
more money for itself,” John Guiggio, 
Globe Treasurer, says, “but under the cir- 
cumstances, the saving accounts are 
safest.”” Last year’s drive grossed 
$439,000. 

Careful accounting of the Fund is 
handled by the firm of Arthur Andersen. 

Administratively, the Globe Santa 

~ drive is more complicated than the Times 
Fund. In addition to raising the money, 
the Globe coordinates requests for toys for 


needy cases within a thirty mile radius of — 


their Dorchester plant. 

“At one point the Fund ranged north as 
far as the Canadian border and west to 
New Bedford and Fall River,” Guiggio 
says, “but we found that we had enough 
of a job in the core city.” 

Requests for toys for needy children be- 
tween one and fourteen are written by the 
child, his parent or guardian; counter- 
signed by a social worker or member of 
the clergy to verify the need, and then for- 
warded. to the figurative ‘‘North Pole,” 
Globe box number in Boston. Roughly 

fifty people are employed to handle the 
* mail and to package toys for the pro- 
gram. Some are deployed from various 
levels in the Globe hierarchy, others are 
former Globe employees, and some are 
_drawn from the after-school ranks at 
_ nearby Boston College High School. 
_ Particularly dramatic requests become 
» the subject of Globe Santa stories that be- 
“gin running on the front page of the paper 
on Thanksgiving day. Last year, over 
* 17,000 individual letters were received 
~ and considered for the limelight. | 

The page-one stories are written by gen- 
eral assignment reporters Doug Crockett 
and James Stack, on special assignment 
to Globe Santa during the holidays. This 


year, presumably to handle the enor- 


mous load, writer Justine Dinneen will 
freelance as an editorial elf. The Globe 
estimates that last year’s haul.of 17,000 
letters represents over 55,000 individual 
kids on the receiving end of Christmas 
toys. 

Doug Crocket has been working on the 
Globe Santa Fund for 15 years. To these 
who know him, he is Globe Santa. 

“We never have to make up any of the 
stories you read in the paper,” he. says. 
‘“‘We need about 30 stories between 
Thanksgiving and Christmas, so each day 
we do down to the mail room, thumb 
through what’s come in that day, and find 
a dramatic one. We don’t just want some- 
thing that says, ‘Hey, I’m poor.’ This is a 
poor-people’s fund. The people who give 
the most to this are not foundations, 


they’re just people who were once poor. 


themselves.” 

Emphasizing this “just folks’ atti- 
‘tude, John Guiggio says, ““The beauty of 
the Fund is that it’s not professional. You 
don’t have to be on welfare to get toys.” 

“After all these years, I rarely have to 
call the family to write the story,” Crock- 
et says. ‘“We_always disguise the iden- 
tity of the kid, and change a few crucial 
details, to avoid guessing games. It’s 
amazing how many times people call up 
and say they want to help the specific kid 
they read about in yesterday’s paper. We 
have to explain to them that the kid they 
read about was just representative of 
thousands of others, and the way to help 
is by a donation.” . 

Typical of the copy used by Globe 
Santa are these paragraphs from the first 

- Sunday paper following Thanksgiving: 
“Chuckie is a slum child who has nothing 
at all, not even a last name he can call his 
own. ‘All Chuckie and I have is each other 
and that is more than enough for me,’ 
writes his maternal grandmother. ‘But it 
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Globe elves Justine Dinneen (top) and James Stack 


is not enough for Chuckie or any child his 
age at Christmas.” 

By the time reporter James Stack 
writes, “Chuckie was born on Christmas 
Day six years ago, to an unwed mother 
who gave him the gift of life but denied 
him the gift of love,” you find yourself 
reaching for your wallet. 

“We can usually tell how moving a 
story has been because within a day or 
two we'll start to see the money flow,” 
Crockett says. 

At one point Globe Santa Fund money 
was solicited in various ways, including 
appeals at Boston Garden sporting 
events. Today, the only solicitation is 
done through the pages of the Globe. 

Since the Gldbe took over the Fund, 
Louis Spero has handled their bulk toy 
purchases. His family has been in the toy 
distributorship business from their South 
Boston location since 1918. In addition to 
Globe Santa he distributes toys to the 
large, local, retail chains. 


“I’ve always bought first quality mer- 
chandise for the Globe,” Spero says. “‘Be- 
cause I buy in volume I can get them dis- 
counts, sometimes as much as 50 percent 
off retail. I'll bring them samples in April 


or May, so they can choose what they. 


want. After the Toy Fair in New York we 
begin to know what will be available for 
the following Christmas.” 

Among the toys available for this year’s 
distribution are plush baby dolls for chil- 
dren one through three, tinker toys and 
puzzles for kids three through six, paint 
by number kits for children in the six 
through nine range, and scrimshaw for the 
older ten through fourteen age group. 

As many as twenty 40-foot trailer loads 
of toys are purchased for the annual drive. 
“You might be interested to know that 
the Fund does not purchase any war 
toys,’’ Spero says, “And all-toys must 
pass durability tests.’’ The toys are stored 
in Spero’s 3'2-acre warehouse until late 
Fall when they are shifted to space in the 


Globe’s newsprint garage on Morrissey 
Boulevard. At the Globe they are pack- 
aged, labeled and prepared for delivery. 
Totalling the cost of newsprint, packag- 
ing, and delivery, the Globe estimates the 
cost of administering the Fund at 
$100,000. A percentage of the delivery cost 
is charged to the Globe Santa Fund. The 
remainder is absorbed by the newspaper 
and written off as a tax-deductible gift. 

“The present United Parcel Service 
strike has us a little worried,” William O. 
Taylor says. “In the past we used UPS to 
deliver the toys, but this year we’re look- 
ing into about a dozen other options. We 
don’t know just yet exactly how the toys 
will get to the kids, but they will some- 
how,” he emphasizes. 

“The regular Globe newspaper trucks 
can’t handle the volume,”’ John Guiggio 
adds. 

It'll take a little magic to get the toys to 
the kids on time this Christmas, but 
Globe Santa is used to deadlines. ie) 
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by Chuck Fager 

Did Jesus teach astrology, re- 
incarnation, natural food diets, 
karma and colonic irrigation? 
Did he travel to India to study 
Buddhism, undergo initiation 
into’ the cosmic mysteries in 
Egypt, and return to earth re- 
cently as a child in Peru? Are his 
true secret.teachings, which were 
lost for more than 1700 years, 
now available by mail on tape for 
only fifteen dollars per tape? 

The answer to all these ques- 
tions is a resounding YES, ac- 
cording to various imaginative 
versions of the secret teaching of 
Jesus of Nazareth. So if the con- 
ventional Christ of the “Let’s - 
put - Christ - back - into - Christ- 
mas” slogans puts you off, you 
might want to try one or more 
varieties of the Esoteric Messi- 
ah; he comes in almost as many 
brands as toothpaste. Most of 
the books on the subject are long 
on inventiveness and short on 


history, but now there’s even an 
intellectually respectable secret 
gospel, the product of more than 
a decade of research by a Co- 
lumbia University professor. 

Of this I'll say more present- 
ly. The occult versions have been 
around longer, reach a wider 
public and some have sold hun- 
dreds of thousands of copies. 
One of the oldest that is still 
widely available is The Aquari- 
an Gospel of Jesus the Christ, by 
a “scribe” named Levi. This vol- 
ume, which has its text in chap- 
ter and verse form like the New 
Testament, has been through fif- 
ty-three printings since it first 
appeared around ¢he turn of the 
century. It asserts that Jesus 
went to various Far Eastern 
countries to learn the secrets of 
the world’s great religions, and 
after long secret preparations 
was sent out by a lodge of mas- 
ters of the world’s wisdom to de- 
liver the message that the world 


must get through the Piscean 
Age, which was just then getting 
underway. 

I couldn’t help wondering how 
the Aquarian Gospel got written, 
especially at such a late date, 
and, fortunately, the flyleaf pro- 
vided an explanation. The 
Scribe Levi turns out to have 
been one Levi H. Dowling, who 
was a Protestant preacher in the 
Midwest in the late nineteenth 
century. “Levi,” we are told, 
“became a student of world reli- 
gions as a young boy, and even in 
those early.studies he was im- 
pressed with the sensitiveness of 
the finer ethers ... After forty 
years of study and silent medi- 
tations, Levi reached a state of 
spiritual consciousness that per- 
mitted him to enter the domain 
of these superfine ethers and in- 
terpret their mysteries.” He 
found that in these ethers every- 
thing that had ever happened 
was recorded on something 


called the Akashic records, and 
it was from these that he trans- 
cribed his gospel. 

The Akashic records crop up 
again in the secret teachings as 
expounded by Edgar Cayce. 
Cayce is best known as the “sleep- 
ing prophet’’ who went into 
trances twice a day for most of 
his life, during which he gave 
“readings” that prescribed medi- 
cal treatments for the ailments 
of people who wrote asking for 
help. But later in life he also 
gave several hundred “‘life read- 
ings” which dealt with religious 
and occult topics. Of these read- 
ings, many concerned Jesus. Jef- 
frey Furst has put this material 
together in a book, Edgar 
Cayce’s Story of Jesus, a 
Berkeley Medallion paperback. 

Cayce’s revelations are inter- 
esting because they are also pep- 
pered with references to the le- 
gendary lands of Atlantis, Le-- 

Continued on page 8 
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If you would like to enjoy a roomful of music 
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receivers of far greater cost. And in addition to lis- 
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Continued from page 6 

muria and Mu, and with little 
tidbits such as the fact that Je- 
sus’ chief teacher was a woman 
named Judy, who was also the 
head of the Essene sect of the 
Jews of his time. Cayce also 
taught reincarnation in these 
readings, and managed to iden- 
tify more than two hundred of 
_ his contemporaries, along with 
_ Cayce himself, as having been 
personally associated with the 
Master during their previous in- 
carnations. 


Cayce did his work in the 
1930s and °40s. More recent is 
the emergence of the Interna- 
tional Community of Christ, a 
group located somewhere in the 
Sierra Nevada mountains. The 


ICC promotes a series of books 
and materials, centered around 
The Decoded. New Testament, 
which gives the life and teach- 
ings of Jamil, the Child Christ 
whom the Community says 
taught and lived not long ago in 
Peru. They have put ten hours of 
“secret, oral teachings” onto cas- 
sette tapes. These materials were 
produced by a man named Gene 


Savoy, and are organized into a 


system called Cosolargy, which 
involves making mystical use of 
the powers of the sun as a chan- 
nel of cosmic enrgy. The com- 
plete set of materials and tapes 
costs about $200. 

Of this genre of literature, one 
of the most intellectually seri- 
ous is Esoteric Christianity by 
Annie Besant. Ms. Besant was a 
leader in the Theosophical 
movement for many years, and 
in this book she tries to explain 
why the movement felt Christ 


was one of them. It seems that 
Jesus didn’t travel to the East, 
instead, the East came to him, at 
a secret Essene monastery near 
Mount Serbal in Palestine, a 
center for international occult- 
ism. There he qualified to be- 
come “one of those Divine ma- 
nifestations which from age to 
age are made for the helping of 
humanity, when a new impulse 
is needed to quicken the spiritu- 
al evolution of mankind, when a 
new civilization is about to 
dawn.” He was, that is, only one 
of a long line of such manifesta- 
tions, and the book avers that in 
each age a spiritual elite can re- 
trace his path and become simi- 
larly divine. 

At the other end of the spec- 
trum from Besant is The Essene 
Gospel of Peace, one of a series of 
such ‘“Essene” works purpor- 
tedly “translated” from third 
Century’ Aramaic manuscripts 


by a Californian named Ed- 
mond Bordeaux .Szekely. This 
work is significant because more 
copies have been sold of it than 
any other of the recent gospels 
except the Aquarian text by 
Levi. Perhaps the uniqueness of 
its message accounts for its pop- 
ularity — in it Jesus of Nazar- 
eth turns out to have been the 
original southern California 
health fanatic. In this text Christ 
describes the path to salvation, 
and incidentally to perfect 
health, as consisting of a regi- 
men of nudism, vegetarianism, 
raw food, fasting, and frequent 
enemas. 

The text is shot through with 
such direct divine command- 
ments as “Breathe long and 
deeply at all your meals. . . And 
chew well your food with your 
teeth, that it become water, and 


the angel of water turn it into. 


blood in your body.” And: “For 


I tell you truly, he who eats more 
than twice in the day does in him 
the work of Satan.’’ And: 
“Cook not, neither mix all 
things one with another, lest 
your bowels become as steaming 
bogs. For I tell you truly, this is 
abominable in the eyes of the 
Lord.” 

We might laugh at the 
straightfaced hokum of Mr. 
Szekely’s ‘translations,’ but 
lots of people apparently believe 
this sort of thing. (Mr. Szekely 
holds Essene Seminars and 
Workshops every summer for his 
devotees). But can his or any of 
the works stand the test of sober 
intellectual inquiry? It may 
come as a disconcerting revela- 
tion to many trusting believers, 
but a great New Testament 
scholar has cast the clear, cold 
eye of his scholarship on them, 
with unsettling results. — 

The scholar was none other 
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than ‘Albert Schweitzer, in his 
famous book The Quest of the 
Historical Jesus. In this work he 
studied all the lives of Christ, 
both serious and fictional, that 
he could find in print, up 
through the latter part of the 
nineteenth century when he 
wrote. He decided at the end of 
his studies that “The vast num- 
bers of imaginative lives of Je- 
sus shrink into remarkably small 
compass on a close examina- 
tion. When one knows two or 
three of them, one knows them 
all.” The whole genre which sees 
Jesus as the representative or 
tool of a secret group of masters, 
such as the Essenes, goes as far 
back as 1782, to the work of a 
German, Karl Friedrich Bahrdt, 
and even more seminally to a 
work by Karl Heinrich Venturi- 
ni published in 1800. These men 
wrote when a German secret so- 
ciety, the Order of the Illumina- 
ti, was influential among the 
German upper classes, so it is 
not surprising that they de- 
cribed Jesus as having been cho- 
sen by the Essenes to bring a 
new, rational kind of religion to 
the superstitious Jews of his day. 
To this end the sect staged all his 
miracles by applying a variety of 
superior Essene medical know- 
ledge and stagecraft (for in- 
stance, Bahrdt accounts for the 
miracle of the loaves and fishes 
by suggesting that Jesus was 
standing in front of a hidden 
cave, which had been earlier 
packed to the ceiling with food, 
and which was surreptitiously 
passed to him by Essene breth- 
ren hidden inside it). Bahrdt al- 
so decribed Jesus as having a se- 
cret mystical teaching which was 
reserved for the inner circle of 
spiritually superior disciples. In 
their accounts, the Essenes si- 
milarly faked the Crucifixion, 
and Jesus survived it to live to a 
ripe, quiet old age. 

After surveying many later 
lives of Jesus, Schweitzer con- 
cluded: ‘‘Venturini’s ‘non-super- 


natural History of the Great Pro- 
phet of Nazareth’ may almost be 
said to be reissued annually 
down to the present day, for all 
‘of the fictitious ‘Lives’ go back 
directly or indirectly to the type 
which he created. It is pla- 
giarized more freely than any 
other Life of Jesus, although 
practically unknown by name.” 

Since Schweitzer, the dis- 
covery of the ‘Dead Sea Scrolls, 
and their analysis by the best 
scholars in the business has 
added greatly to the available 
knowledge of the Jewish sect 
known as the Essenes. And these 
studies have uncovered no links 
whatever to Jesus or early Chris- 
tianity. In fact, the research has 
cast more light on essential dif- 
ferences between them, which 
suggest that if the Essenes had 
been paying attention to the tiny 
Jesus cult, they would have been 
outraged by the newcomers’ bla- 
tantly heretical notions. 

Seen thus deprived of their 
mysterious origins in “Akashic 
records,” etheric vibrations and 
hypnotic trances, these books 
can make one think of a seance 
table with the lights on and the 
wires exposed. 

But does this verdict of sober 
scholarship mean that a person 
interested in the mysterious as- 
pects of Christian origins (and 
there are plenty) must com- 
pletely abandon any hopes of 
finding a secret or esoteric side to 
the. movement and its Origina- 
tor? 

The answer to that question is 
no indeed, thanks above all to 
the work of Morton Smith, Pro- 
fessor of History at Columbia. 
Smith is a scholar of truly monu- 
mental’ erudition, recognized as 
a peer by the best New Testa- 
ment scholars of our time. His 
work in this area, summarized in 
a book called The Secret Gospel 
published by Harper & Row in 
1973, comes bearing the aca- 
demic imprimateur of Harvard, 
which published the technical 


monograph containing the de- 
tailed supporting materials. 
The Secret Gospel is not only a 
refreshing contrast to the ulti- 
mately tiresome and banal fan- 
tasies of the occult books, it is al- 
so one of the most engaging in- 
troductions to the field of New 
Testament scholarship around. 
Unlike most other literature in 
the field, it is brief, clearly writ- 
ten, unassuming in style, and 
wonder of wonders, often down- 
right funny. I have not run’into 
any scholarly work quite like it. 
The Secret Gospel recounts 
Smith’s discovery of a letter of 
Clement of Alexandria, one of 
the early fathers of the Church, 
in which Clement cites and 
quotes from a secret version of 
the gospel of Mark. In the secret 


text, Jesus is described as taking 


a young man through a secret 
initiation. After years of pati- 
ent, painstaking study, Smith 
established the letter’s authen- 
ticity and early date. The letter 
was the first document of such 
antiquity that described Jesus 
himself as performing such rites. 
From this relatively small puzzle 
piece, Smith was able to con- 
struct an outline of the whole se- 
cret gospel which corresponds 
closely to the available histori- 
cal data and the texts of the four 
gospels. 

Smith has not, mind you, 
proven that there was in fact a 
secret gospel that corresponded 
to his outline. But he has built a 
chain of highly plausible specu- 
lations. His speculations have 
been very controversial among 
New Testament scholars, and 
this shows the seriousness with 
which Smith’s work is taken by 
people who wouldn’t demean 
their typewriters by writing about 
whether Jesus really said to chew 
your food well. 

As Smith sees it, the secret 
gospel contained an initiation ri- 
tual that began with baptism, 
followed by further procedures 
which produced in the initiate an 
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‘ecstatic and» visionary state. 


During this state, he felt himself 
being lifted into the heavens, 
where he conversed with angels 
and God himself, and indeed ab- 
sorbed some of the divine spirit, 
which stayed with him even af- 
ter he ‘“‘came down” so that he 
could perform miracles and 
other wonders by application of 
this spiritual power. This ex- 
perience also, Smith believes, 
took a Jewish initiate beyond the 
Mosaic Law. 

Probably only a few people, 
perhaps only the twelve apostles, 
had been fully initiated into 
“The Mystery of the Kingdom of 
God,” before Jesus was arrested 
and executed. Smith suggests 
that a larger number of his di- 
sciples had perhaps gone 
through the initial steps of the 
process, and the large crowds 
who followed Jesus around may 
not have even known of the se- 
crets; in fact, to them Jesus said 
that the Jewish Law was still 
binding. 

These three constituencies, 
full initiates, partial initiates 
and outside followers, became 
the cores of three different Chris- 
tian communities after Jesus’s 
death: a “right-wing” group of 
outsiders who followed the Law 
zealously and were still part of 
the mainstream of Jewish cul- 
ture; a “center’’ group of partial 
initiates and their followers, who 
were prepared to actept Gen- 
tiles into the community and 
thereby looosen their ties to the 
Law; and a “left-wing” of liber- 
tines. Spinning off from some of 
the full initiates, who could be 


crudely described as first cen-. 


tury hippies, since some got into 
drugs, free sex and all sorts of 
other weird notions which schol- 
ars lump under the general head- 
ing of Gnosticism. 

Whether Smith is right or not 
about the roots of these three 
trends, there is pretty solid evi- 
dence that each existed in the 
generation after Jesus’ death. 


And the story of early Christi- 
anity is the story of -a fierce 
struggle among the three groups 
for legitimacy and dominance. 
As it happened, the “center” 
group, whose most famous 
spokesperson is Paul, survived, 
stamped out the gnostics, and 
were the architects of what be- 
came “orthodoxy.” The right- 
wing community, which was cen- 
tered in Jerusalem, perished in 
the destruction of the city 
brought about by the Jewish re- 
bellions against Rome. 

There was some secrecy in- 
volved in the early rites of the 
victorious center group, but eso- 
tericism eventually dissipated as 


the tiny persecuted cult grew in-. 


to a mass, imperially sanctioned 
church. After all, once everyone 
in town has been through the se- 
cret rites, they are not much of a 
secret anymore even if nobody 
has spilled the beans. 

An important feature of Mor- 
ton Smith’s construction is that 
in it Jesus is very much a man of 
his time: all the notions of pos- 
session, ascension, initiation, se- 
crecy, even baptism were found 
in many other cults and groups 
of the time, and many even 
among the Jews. In fact, Juda- 
ism itself was generally re- 
garded by outsiders as a ‘“‘mys- 
tery religion.” 

Jesus’ miracles have many 
parallels in the magical prac- 
tices of other contemporary cul- 
tures. Smith describes magic in 
those cultures as “a recogni- 
zable group of techniques which 
were effective psychologically on 
both user and audience, be- 
cause both were receptive to 
them.” He notes further that 
many of the things Jesus did in 
working his miracles, such as 
smearing saliva on the eyes of a 
blind woman, were very similar 
te magical techniques used ex- 
tensively by other cults of the 
time. 

The similarity between Jesus’ 

Continued on page 58 
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LISTEN THOSE 


CITY 


Ernie plays real good for a living 


by Charles Dawe 

What a hot, noisy, scrimmag- 
ing pain it all is. You’re down- 
town and inside, wading in the 
randy mass, stifling in your 
down parka (don’t tell me that 
all those duck feathers breathe), 
not a breath to be had, not one 
Presto Hot Dogger left to buy for 


your crapulous uncle in Worces- _ 


ter, and you definitely weren’t 
bargaining for all these cut-rate 
and exposed nerves. This is the 
worst. Christmas shopping. 
Where each hour is absolutely 
... Last Minute. 


OK, somehow you stumble off 
the escalators of sitting ducks 
and push your way outside, 
where your nose begins to sting 
and the mob’s no thinner. The 
scale is just grander. Out here 
they must be parachuting from 
the sky. This is some kind of ma- 
jor offensive. Or worse, a mass- 
panic retreat. Thousands of 
shoppers with search lights on 
them, caught in the glare of com- 
merce, careening off each other, 
and “random” is the only word 


For everyone but Ernie San- 
ders. There he is, every day and 
night during the Christmas rush, 
and throughout the year too, 
standing sightless and serene 
along the side of Gilchrist’s on 
Winter St. And you think you're 
a victim of sensory overload. Er- 
nie is blind — his other senses 
are compensating all the time — 
and he’s been standing down- 
town for twenty-five years. 
Twenty-five years of hearing and 
smelling and feeling and, when 
some particularly noxious gas in- 
sinuates itself, tasting it all. He’s 
taken it all in, and every now 
and then he’ll give back some- 
thing of his own. He’ll sing a 
simple and most always sad song 
in his sweet Georgian tenor, with 
a gentleness wholly out of place 
in this bazaar, except for right 
where he stands and where his 
regulars also gently drop coins 
into the cup hanging from the 
handle of his guitar. And they’ll 
gently pet Lady Bug, Ernie’s 
equally serene Great Pyrenees. 


But these people are the ex- 
ceptions. Almost everyone is 
caught in the torrent that rushes 
past Ernie. Many of them walk 
straight into him or overturn his 
can. They step up on the curb, 
he says, ‘“‘and it seems like they 
all just draw an invisible line 
down the sidewalk. And they'll 
walk right over anything on that 
line.” It must take the blind to 
see the invisible, since they’re 
the ones who feel its effects. 


Sanders stands between the 
side and main current, joining 
those who are coming out of the 
Washington MBTA and those 
going down to the Park: Street 
stop. The display windows of 
each of the stores heaped on 
Winter St. are packed full of 
wares. At Baker’s there are 
Qualicraft shoes of every design. 
Across the street are greeting 
cards for all occasions and in 
every language imaginable. 
There are scads of fire-sale diam- 
onds and in Albert’s Primrose 
Shop there is a swarm of hos- 
iery. Fish nets and Danskins and 
Crepe Opaque panty hose, and 
for those who are moving up as 
well as right along, Business 
Sheer Seamless. 

Gilchrist’s itself has the least 
frantic display. Ernie stands be- 


tween two windows which are 
not stuffed full, but artily 
adorned with sweaters, draped 
coyly with overcoats, slung with 
purses. An obligatory Boston 
fern or two makes it all organic. 
There are a couple of manikins 
to each side of Ernie, a pair of 
headless floating dolls. Botticel- 
li himself couldn’t have created a 
more ethereal pair. Their capes 
flow off them with utter grace 


And more! Above Ernie and 
the anges a l’a mode is the very 
empyrean. The Gilchrist mural 
that runs clear around the 
building over the windows: how 
primitivist and yet, how ani- 


mated! Homages a Rousseau 
and Sgt. Pepper. There is a par- 
ade of identical waves at the 
point of breaking, equally very 
blue and very white. It’s a series 
of voluptuous paisleys, and the 
colors are vibrant as any wood- 
cut of Hokusai’s. This is the 
firmament of Winter St., re- 
plete with white caps and smal- 
ler swells and a roseate back- 
ground. And above the marsh- 
mallow breakers are flamingoes, 
hot pink with purple wings, enor- 
mous, Mesozoic dragons. 
They’re joined by a cuddly ele- 
phant bobbing in the waves. 
Over to the left, near the Quali- 
craft shoestore, is a flying fish, a 


flying rubber raft really, or may- 
be a fish-blimp, I don’t know, 
which has riding it a very Mon- 
ty Python-like Victorian gentle- 
man. To the far right, at the cor- 
ner of Washington Street is a 
slice — no! a flotilla! — of straw- 
berry cheesecake, hovering like 
cumulus over the waves. Could 
Magritte himself have dared 


I wonder if Ernie knows about 
this mural. He certainly has nev- 
er seen it, or the flocks of semi- 
precious jewels, or those Opaque 
Crepes at the hosier across the 
way. But his other senses are in 
fine running order. “I don’t hear 
better than anyone else,” he 


says, “I just comprehend more.” 
What he means is that he knows 
when a new edition of the paper 
has come out because he can 
smell the fresh newspint as it 
passes by under someone’s arm. 
He can also tell what the spec- 
ials are at the coffee shop across 
the street. And when the weath- 
er’s warm, he’ll walk with Lady 
Bug down toward the Common, 
identifying each store by the spe- 
cific aroma that wafts out its 
open door. 

Can you smell the fruits at the 
stand over there and the horse- 
shit up at the corner? “If the 
wind’s right, I can smell any- 

Continued on page 12 
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Continued from page 10 
thing around here.” 

But of course it’s Ernie’s sense 
of hearing that performs the 
most prodigious feats. Stand 
blindfolded there for a while and 
you'll probably just catch 
snatches of passing conversa- 
tion. “The way it happens every 

..” and “OK, what if he did in- 
vite ....” But Ernie hears the 
most muted conspiracies. Once a 
couple of fellows were standing 
yards away from him. Whisper- 
ing, mind you. They were plan- 
ning to stick up a bank the next 
day. They had alrady stolen a 
car for the purpose. “And the 
next day it was all over the pa- 
pers.” 

Another time he overheard 
two girls who had just spotted a 
well-heeled dame approaching 
them. ‘‘She must have been 


looking prosperous enough, be- 
cause I heard the one turn to the 
other and say, you know, real 
close, ‘Let’s get this one’s bag.’ 
But the other said under her 
breath that there wasn’t hardly 

. enough traffic on the sidewalk, 
and they should move on over to 
Washington.” 

Lover’s squabbles, pianissimo 
and otherwise? “All the time,” 
he smiles. 

But Ernie’s-attuned to more 
than furtive exchanges. When he 
says he comprehends more, he 
means that all those noises we 
take for granted clue him in on 
details that would astonish us. 
He insists he can tell how big a 
bag is and how full. “Like the 
one that just passed by,” he goes 
on. “It’s a medium-size and it’s 
only about half-full. I can hear 
that something’s loose inside and 
rattlin’ around.”” And damned if 
the man wasn’t right. 

A guy with an ear for bags 
must havea ball during the 


Christmas shopping spree. But 
all year long, bags speak louder 
than words. Say some bag passes 
by making a stiff, heavy paper 
sound. Ernie knows that it’s 
probably groceries. A_ tissuey 
rustle gives away cut flowers. 
And a swish, like plastic blow- 
ing out of a car window? Some- 
one’s just picked up a pressed 
suit at the cleaners. 

But the sound supreme, the 
one that keeps up the most. con- 
sistent clatter, that- betrays its 
wearer every time, is . . . foot- 
wear. The platforms knock 
about. The Oxfords are con- 
stantly scuffling. Vibram soles 
make hardly a sound at all, ex- 
cept for an occasional slurp. And 
spiked heels — so passe’ — are 
the most unmistakable of all. 
They sound like a knife punc- 
turing the airseal on a bottle of 
Nestle’s Instant. 

The shoes keep up a steady 
two-beat that varies from abra- 
sive to whisking, from fast to 


slow. It all tells Ernie about the 
age and bearing and maybe even 
the self-regard of the pedes- 
trians on their way. 

As for background, there are 
car brakes and gurgling linkage 
and the deep rumblings of huge 


“construction vehicles. They set 


off brief throbbings in the chest. 
Sometimes Ernie will hear a far 
off subway, rumbling like a gut- 
ter ball on Lane 42. But usually 
he just feels it vibrating in the 
sidewalk, just as he can feel the 
airhammers over at the Marsh 
site. Add jingling change (invar- 
iably in a well-cut pocket the. 
shoes of which are squeaking 
new), and girders clanking and 
the shrill police whistles and the 
wind slicing through and .. . 
And behind it all, steady as its 
clientele, is the strange emission 
from the door of Dée’s Jewelry 
Store. There must-be a crimp or 
something in the hinges because 
every time the damed thing 
closes there’s this squirt, this 


creepy EEEK!, like a mallard 


taken in the act of . . . or maybe 
it’s just some plaintive loon. 

Throughout the barrage, Ernie 
stands without so much as a knit 
cap to dampen the noise. He 
doesn’t care how ferocious the 
wind gets, he’s never worn a hat 
in his life. “Makes everything 
sound like it’s in a barrel,” The 
racket is quite enough without 
distorting and amplifying it. 

So he stands there hatless. 
Ernie has a good, if thinning, 
head of hair, topped by a wind- 
swept pompadour. Every so 
often he’ll run the three fingers 
of his right hand back through 
his hair, and it’ll stand up even 
more prominently. As he talks, 
he’ll tip his face slightly upward 


_ toward Abbot and Rocco’s Hair 


Styling Salon on the third floor 
across the street. 

He has thick fingers and he 
holds his Kools like his pick, be- 
tween his thumb and the stub of 

Continued on page 60 
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With COlorhead Mod Ill With 4 Key Memory 
All Mounts $249.95 with Minolta Rebate 3 ral 
Automatic Fix Mounts wlONEYWELL wit 4 Key Memory 
: 28mm 12.5 89.95 PENTAX Percent, Square, 
Canonet G111-17 135mm (28 76.95 Square Root and 
Canonet 28 75-205mm {3.8 Macro ° 174.95 Rechargeable 
85-205mm {3.8 Macro 164.95 
CANON 75-260mm t4.5 149.95 
110ED with flash K2 w/1.8 lens 
KX w/1.8 lens 
Mode! 283 79.95 KM w/1.8 lens 
CANON Mode! 292 $89.95 K1000 w/2.0 lens 
MOVIE Vivi 
CAMERAS Ivitar beseler 
Point'n Shoot Pocket Camera Kit eu g ‘inne 
built-in electronic flash Model XL 60S $299.95 pe a. 
310XL 
5 14XL-Sound Model XL 40S 249.95 44.95 
23¢ Enlar SOXL Sound Model XL 25S 179.95 | Model 38 Outfit 52.95 
$167.95" Comers 48 Gute 89.95 
$209.95 Sound Movie 33.95 
Model 708 Outtit 74.95 
Model 600 Kit 32.95 $139.95 
Model 602 Kit 47.95 | “Free Ton Sheets Sole: x< 
Model 604 Kit 57.95 | 9x10 Agta Color “FREE $49.95 value boom mic with every SCOPE 
Model 402 Kit * Paper sound camera Sound Movie Camera 
Camera Only 23.95 Ricrescope Sets 51 
Mark $802 
BOGEN sy Sound Movie 6 
New Pronto RF $53.95 35 Enlarger — oS Projector Regularly $469.95 
(Range Finder) g $19 95* 
Super Shooter 18.95 cial 
Super Shooter Plus 25.95 . Pearicorder 
SX-70 Mod 2. 109.95 44.95 . The Sub-Miniature Cassette Recorder by 
SX-70 Alpha 1 129.95 230GA Colorhead Model 807 Olyngus 
PM2L Analyser . Model 807D .95° ; 
POLAROID FILM PM1 Analyser Model-8 10D 349.95° 
¥ Stabilizer Power Supply . “FREE $49.95 value speaker with every 
Sx-70 4.75 sound projector 50-750x Zoom 
Polacolor |! 50-900x Zoom 
3 One Pak 4.50 the largest darkroom equipment display $9 95 splicer with every combination 
el Two Paks 8.15 | in New England 
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“giving of toys. It was -believed 


BUY ME, 


FAMOUS 


The exploitative side of Teddy bears 


by Jeff Sommer 

For most American children, 
Christmas means toys, prefer- 
ably a pile of toys, stacked be- 
neath the Christmas tree. For 
the unformed mind, the subtle- 
ties of religion are difficult to 
comprehend; but the meaning of 
toys is clear. Toys are meant to 
be played with, trifled with, and 
freely discarded. Television, a 
child’s great initiator into life’s 
mysteries, says precious little 
about religion (except on Sun- 
day mornings, when it is the rare 
child who will pass up Bugs Bun- 
ny for a sermon by Dr. Robert 
Schuler or Gardner Ted Arm- 
strong; but television blares on 
constantly about toys. An 
inexhaustible but barely dis- 
tinguishable variety of toys oc- 
cupy the marketplace, awaiting 
mom or dad to take them away 
from all that. Christmas has be- 
come a secular holiday for many, 
if not most, Americans. Cer- 
tainly, for most children, Christ- 
mas morning is the time to cele- 


brate the arrival of the god of. 


toys. 

This was not always so. Ameri- 
cans took religion most seriously 
back in the days of the Puritan 
Commonwealth of Massachu- 
setts. Puritanism prohibited the 


‘that children were miniature 
adults, just as likely to fall prey 
to the devil’s temptations as 
adults. There was no time.for 
play and no room for toys. The 
root meaning of “‘toy,”’ after all, 
is “‘amorous behavior; flirta- 
tion,”’ activity that God-fearing 
Puritans did not tolerate. Toys 
distracted one from working, and 
from the sober contemplation of 
sin. Toys were licentious de- 
vices; playing was akin to flirt- 
ing, ‘“‘making love.” Until well 
into the 19th century, Massa- 
chusetts lagged behind other 
states in purveying pleasure cen- 
ters for adults, and toys for chil- 
dren. 

Even on the frontier, where 
strictures against the sins of 
relaxation were not so vigor- 
ously enforced, the struggle for 
survival left little time for play. 
Still, pioneer children had toys 
— sturdy, spartan figures. and 
weapons whittled by Pa, crude 
dolls patched together by Ma. At 
a tender age, a boy would be giv- 
en a knife.and gun, a girl would 
be given charge of her little sis- 
ter — or her own child. But until 
then, if we are to believe the 
literature, pioneer children were 
sublimely happy with shapeless 
rough-hewn gewgaws, the only 
toys most ever knew. 

But in cosmopolitan commer- 
cial cities like New York and 
Philadelphia, elaborately crafted 
toys were manufactured and im- 
ported as early as the 18th cen- 
tury. According to Marshall and 
Inez McClintock, authors of 
Toys In America, German toys 
were particularly prized for their 


workmanship until midway be- 


‘tween the two World Wars, when 
the American toy industry came 
into its own. Even in the 19th 
century, though, as American 
commerce and industry flour- 
ished, the domestic manufac- 


ture of toys grew. People had 
higher incomes and more leisure 
time, and even the dour old 
Brahmins of Boston softened 
their attitudes toward toys. By 
mid-century, playing with toys 
was accepted as an integral part 
of childhood — for those who had 
a childhood instead of an early 
stretch of servitude in a factory. 

Toy manufacture became a 
phenomenon of American indus- 
try. According to the McClin- 
tocks, domestic toy sales 
amounted to $30 million dollars 
by 1912. By the 1950s a time of 
unparallelled affluence for the 
majority of Americans, and the 
beginning of a development of 
the idea of a leisure ethic — toy 
sales passed the one billion dol- 
lar mark. Though current statis- 
tics aren’t available, it appears 
that toy sales have been rising 
ever since. 

From the mid-19th century 
onward, toys were mass-pro- 
duced and mass-marketed, like 
other commodities. The dolls, 
farm animals and figures, toy 
soldiers, wagons, and weapons of 
the early settler children were 
made more sophisticated and 
widely manufactured. Toys like 
these can be found among the 
relics of virtually all civili- 
zations — although the style of 
the toys reflects the culture in 
which they were designed. Toy 
warriors of American Indian 
children, for instance, used 
bows, arrows and tomahawks in- 
stead of cannons and guns. 
Many experts believe, in fact, 
that, to a large extent, toys (like 
clothing, weapons, soup and 
soda cans) can depict the social 


and cultural history, the pre- 
vailing fashions, and fantasies of 
adult society. The United States 
has had the distinction of lead- 
ing the world in the develop- 
ment of a national pop culture — 
indeed, we have imposed it on 
much of the world. That culture 
is reflected in the faddish way 
our toys are produced and 
marketed, and in the kitsch 


quality of the toys themselves. 


Toys have followed, and on 
occasion prefigured, changes in 
adult technology. In the 1870s, 
for instance, miniature trains 
propelled by tiny steam engines 
were built. Toy steam-boats fol- 
lowed soon after. In the 1890s, 
wind-up toy automobiles began 
to appear. In 1905, two years 
after the Wright Brothers’ first 
successful flight at Kitty Hawk, 
a manufacturer began market- 
ing “an excellent imitation of the 
modern machines for navigating 
the air.” Spaceships began ap- 
pearing en masse in the 1950s 
when interplanetary travel be- 
came the current fantasy. 

Toys that have connections 
with a popular hero have always 
sold well. One of the earliest and 


“most successful personality ex- 


ploitation campaigns involved a 
President of the United States, 
and a toy that has since become 
synonymous with peace and 
security — the Teddy Bear. This 
toy bear cub was first marketed 
in 1902, after immensely popu- 
lar President Theodore Roose- 
velt travelled to Mississippi to 
help adjudicate a boundary dis- 
pute between that state and 
Louisiana. The trip was 
uneventful; the dispute was 


settled amicably. But a horde of 
reporters followed Roosevelt, 


Awy 


and they needed copy. So when 


Teddy, as he was known, went 
on a brief bear hunt, they went 
along. 

The old Rough Rider failed to 
land a bear. He had an oppor- 
tunity, however, to kill a bear 
cub, but in a display of fair play 
and self-restraint, Roosevelt let 
the animal live. Clifford Berry- 
man, cartoonist for the Wash- 
ington Star, drew a picture of the 
gun-toting President turning his 


back on the cub and holding up > 


his hand in a gesture of renun- 
ciation. He called the cartoon 
“Drawing the Line in Missis- 
sippi,” and it ran in papers 
across the country. Spotting a 
chance to make a quick buck, re- 
tailers with a stock of toy bear 
cubs began issuing advertise- 
ments depicting a bear cub next 
to the President, who wore a 
Rough Rider outfit. Soon the toy 
cubs were being called Teddy 
Bears, and by 1909, according to 
the McClintocks, Teddy Bears 
had swept the country. Since 
Roosevelt’s time, high political 
officials have seldom been used 
to promote toys — perhaps an 
indication that we have formed 
too elevated a notion of the dig- 
nity of our politicians. (There 
have, of course, been plenty of 
adult novelty items deriding 
politicians, such as the Spiro Ag- 
new-as-Mickey-Mouse watches, 


and the “Would You Buy Your - 


Car From This Man?” Nixon 
posters.) The pattern over the 
past half century or so has been 
rather to exploit characters from 

Continued on page 14 
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There ISa difference! 


*MCAT -LSAT- +DAT 
+CPAT «VAT +OCAT «SAT 


«NATIONAL MED. & DENT. BOARDS -ECFMG~ -FLEX 


additron to the other brands we 
we are an authonzed Sanyo dealer 


Flexible Programs and Hours 


Over 38 years of experience and success. Small classes. Voluminous 


home study materials. Courses that are constantly updated. Centers 
open days and weekends all year. Complete tape facilities for review 
of class lessons and for use of supplementary materials. Make-ups for 
missed lessons at our centers. H 


25 Huntington Avenue 

Boston 
Tel. 261-5150 since 1338 
Affiliated Centers in Major U. S. Citie 


exercise do for. 


Build strength & 

Tone up tired muscles. 

Increase flexibility. 

Relieve tension. 

And that's just for starters! 


facilities 


Saunas 


2 fully equipped gyms 
personally supervised exercise programs 


running programs for cardiovascular system 
yoga, dance, karate, aerobic & exercise classes 
family & couple memberships available 


steam 

private showers 

massage (Swedish & shiatsu) 
juice bar 


OPEN EVERY DAY for both MEN & WOMEN 
(separate facilities) 
hours: Mon, Tues, Wed 10am-10pm, Thurs 7am-10pm, Fri. 10am-9pm, Sat & 
Sun 9am-6pm 
call 232-4898 for Free Trial Visit 


_ 1110 Commonwealth Ave. Boston 


“Privately owned for ave amp! 


FOR YOUR NEXT EVENT — 


BIRTHDAY, ANNIVERSARY, 
OR FAMILY REUNION - 


OR FOR THAT SPECIAL 


old family pictures to 
18x24 black-&-white 
posters. 


$6-$12 mounted. 


Smaller sizes also available, 


BIG PICTURE 


134 Mt. Auburn St. Harvard Square 547-9754 


TEDDY 


Continued from page 13 
radio shows, cartoons, comic 
strips, movies, and television. 
In 1934, for instance, accord- 
ing ‘to the McClintocks, a Shir- 
ley Temple doll set a fecord with 
1,500,000 sales in a single year, 
making it the hottest selling toy 
item‘to that date. Toys based on 
Walt Disney.characters are rep- 
uted to have been more success- 
ful (although the sales figures are 
unavailable.) Few kids of the six- 
ties managed to avoid wearing 
Mickey Mouse ears at one time 
or another, Mickey, Donald 
Duck, and their confreres still 
pop up behind the toy counter — 
as miniature totems, or as em- 
blems on boats, rockets, music 
boxes, or other kinds of toys. 
Aside from the Disney charac- 
ters, such fictive pop-culture he- 
roes as Roy Rogers, Flash Gor- 
don, Superman, Batman, the 
Lone Ranger, Hopalong Cassi- 
dy, and Dick Tracy have been 
successfully marketed as toys. 
The current crop-of toys dif- 
fers only slightly from those I 
played reguldrly with a decade 
and more ago. There are more 
toys using solid-state electron- 
ics, more walkie-talkies, micro- 
phone-amplifier hook-ups and 
similar gadgets. A kid can now 


| talk to a “good buddy” on a “CB 


style” walkie-talkie, just like 
Mom and Dad. But by and large, 
toys are substantially the same: 
dolls, weapons, soldiers, compe- 
titive games, little fantasy 
worlds. If anything, there seems 
to be an increased reliance on 
pop icons for packaging and mer- 
chandising. It seems that manu- 
facturers have decided they can 
only ensure sales by exploiting 
pop heroes and artifacts. And be- 
cause we seem to be digesting 
our heroes and symbols with in- 
creasing rapidity, many of these 
toys will be out-of-date within a 
season or two. 

Girls played with Barbie dolls 
when I was a child; they had to, 
because everyone (who was a 
girl) played with Barbie dolls. 
Barbie dolls are still being sold. 
But at most of the toy stores I’ve 
visited, the prominent display 
was devoted to the current TV 
goddesses, Cher, the Bionic Wo- 
man, and Police Woman. 

The Cher doll comes com- 
plete with long raven tresses. For 
an additional few dollars, 
charming gowns bedecked with 
glitter may be selected from 
“Cher’s Designer Collection.” 
While this is a splendid oppor- 
tunity for a child to develop taste 
and discrimination, the Bionic 
Woman offers even greater pos- 
sibilities. She too has a “De- 
signer Collection.” But she also 
patronizes a “Bionic Beauty Sa- 
lon,” which can be purchased for 
an additional price. Possession of 
this intriguing place enables one 
to “diagnose” the Bionic Wo- 
man’s “symptoms,” “check her 
Bionic ear,” ‘“‘get an actual read- 
out on computer forms,” as well 
as style her hair. 

Unlike Cher, for whom no 
mate is available (perhaps 
manufacturers couldn’t decide 
whether Cher should be paired 
with Sonny Bono or Gregg All- 
man), the Bionic Woman has a 
counterpart known as the Six 
Million Dollar Man. Star of 
another TV show, this artificial 
fellow uses a variety of accessor- 
ies — which may be purchased 
for an additional price.These in- 
clude a “Bionic Transport and 
Repair Station”, and a “Back 
Pack Radio’’, and the latter 
“really works!”’, if the manufac- 
turer is to be believed. The Six 
Million Dollar Man has an ene- 
my, one Maskatron, who may be 
purchased separately. Maska- 
tron’s singular attraction-is that 
he can be “destroyed” (and put 
back together again) with blows 
to his body. Head, arms and legs 
fly off when you hit one of his 
“pressure points.” 

Police Woman, played by An- 
gie Dickinson on another TV 


show, is 
undercover cop who plays many 
roles,” in the words of her doll’s 
manufacturer. Clothing and ac- 
cesgories are available for each of 
these roles, for an additional 
price. 


Despite the long-term cam-. 


paign of many feminists to end 
sex-stereotyping, and the cam- 
paign of parent groups to squelch 
violent toys, Police Woman, the 
Bionic Woman and her mate 
combine these themes quite 
nicely. Cher, on the other hand, 


‘is simply Cher. 


But these dolls only begin to 
suggest the proliferation of pop 
icons now for sale in the toy 
stores, There are Fonzie toys, 
Kotter and the Sweathogs toys, 
Star Trek toys, Starsky and 
Hutch toys, Evel Knievel, 
Snoopy, Fantastic Four, and 
Planet of the Apes toys. There is 
even, an ‘‘Earthquake’’ toy, 
based on the extravaganza dis- 
aster film. With this toy one can 
create a horrible disaster of one’s 
own — and then save as many 
humans as one chooses. 

There are, it should be added, 
toys based on characters which, 
because they fell outside the 
commercial pale, were never ad- 
mitted into stores before. This 
may, of course, be viewed simp- 
ly as an indication of the ability 
of American society to. thor- 
oughly co-opt and commercial- 
ize even the most threatening 
phenomena. Muhammad Ali, for 
instance, once viewed as a devi- 
ant and a menace by many 
adults, now appears. as a toy. 
The toy Ali is paired with a 
(black) opponent whom he 
presumably, “whup” with dis- 
patch. (The Muhammad Ali toy 
is marketed by Herbert Mu- 
hammad Enterprises, Inc.; Her- 
bert Muhammad is Ali’s trainer 
and son of the late Elijah Mu- 
hammad, founder of the Nation 
of Islam. That group would have 
had a good deal of trouble mar- 
keting a toy just a few years,ago.) 
There is now an O.J. Simpson 
‘““Superpro” toy as well. While 
Simpson has always seemed 
pretty affable, I don’t recall any 
toys exploiting the personality of 


Willie Mays, “The Say ‘Hey’: 


Kid,” when I was a child. Nor, 
until recently, were there 
“hippie” dolls in the stores. But 
now a progressive parent can buy 
“The Sunshine Family,” 
nuclear family — long-haired, 
jean-clad father, mother in a 
cheerful peasant dress, and a 
cute litte boy. As accessories, 
and if hip nuclear parents are so 
inclined, the gracefully aging 
“Grandparents” of the “Sun- 
shine Family” are available for 
an additional cost. 

Though such toys are new, 
they are merely extensions of a 
form of marketing that started 


long ago. This season marks the © 


birth of a new kind of exploita- 
tion, however, a form of market- 
ing so logical that it is clearly an 
idea whose time has come. Why 
bother converting a personality 


or life-style into a commercial 


entity, when one can start with 
commerce itself? And so toy 
stores around the country now 
feature the ‘Pizza Hut Oven,” 
modeled. after “America’s Fa- 
vorite Pizza Restaurant”; mini- 
ature “Colonel Sanders’ Ken- 
tucky Fried Chicken” empori- 
ums, with the Colonel himself 
stationed behind the counter; 
and McDonaldland, “the Play- 
set for the McDonaldland 
Characters.”” The average child 
has possibly heard the McDon- 
ald’s jingle many more times 
than he or she will have heard 
any Christmas carol. Ronald 
McDonald and Colonel Sanders 
are no doubt more familiar to 
many American children than 
even Santa Claus himself. The 
seeds have been sown, the ad- 
vertising is already done; all a 
manufacturer need do is pro- 
duce his miniature fast-food 
stand and start selling. The pity 
of it, though, is that for so maay 
children, Christmas is the holi- 
day of the god of toys. Did we 
need to make him so tawdry? O 
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by Hubert Jessup 

Two years ago, 10 people 
dressed in Santa Claus suits 
merrily walked into a big de- 
partment store, stuffed their 
bags with toys, gaily walked out 
and began giving away their 
“gifts” to by-passing children. 

“Gifts are free. The store 
treats you,” said their placards, 
but the store didn’t want to play 
Santa Claus and called the cops. 
The Santas made a quick get- 
away in a waiting sleigh, later 
issuing a statement explaining 
their action as a protest against 
the commercialization of 
Christmas and demanding more 
free gifts to celebrate the Prince 
of Peace’s birth. 

Few people will follow the ex- 
ample of the “Merry Marauder” 
— as the group identified itself 
— but many will agree with their 
protest. Ironically, so many 
people now complain about the 
commercialism of Christmas 
that it has become a commerci- 
ally valuable advertising cliche, 
and while people grumble about 
the Jordan Marsh-Filene’s-Zay- 
re-Gilchrist-Bradlee’s Christ- 
mas connection, few will stop 
buying. Consumption has be- 
celebration. 

‘But there is a non-consumyp- 
sive ‘way to celebrate. Go to 
church. By returning to the roots 
of Christmas, it is often possible 
to find the best, the cheapest 
and possibly the most real form 
of celebration. Christian 
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ARE 
RISTMAS 


The ultimate service feature 


churches usually pull out all the 


stops for Christmas services, 
making the idea of going to 
church not only alternative to 
commercial culture but also a 
fun, free, and perhaps even in- 
spiring way of enjoying Christ- 
m 


as. 

There is a hitch. You have to 
know where to go. Not all 
churches are equally good. Many 
are downright bores and bum- 
mers. But with a bit of looking 
and planning, you can discover 
some of the best Christmas 
music and ceremonies in town. 

What follows is a guide to 
Christmas church services. Some 
are traditional, some not, but 
somewhere among them you will 
probably find a place right for 
you. 

A note before you choose. 
Don’t get caught in the guilt trip 
about going to church only for 
Christmas or your possible 
hangups about Christianity. The 
celebration of Christ’s birth is a 
special occasion to which you are 
giving special attention by par- 
ticipating. Go with an open, joy 
ous spirit to discover the wonder 
of the season. 

Episcopal 

Church. of the Advent, 15 
Brimmer Street, Beacon Hill. 

High Church Anglican. Tra- 
ditional liturgy-and music. The 
best choir in Boston. Christmas 
Even Mass is spectacular — 
bells, incense, processions, sung 
Mass. Begins at 11 p.m. with 


Mozart’s Sonata for Strings and 
Organ. Solemn Mass begins at 
11:30. Always crowded. Get 
there by 10..0n Christmas Day 
at 6 p.m. a special family ser- 


vice featuring the Advent Guild . 


of Hand Bells. And at 8 p.m. the 
Advent Guild of Bellringers will 
top it off with an honest to God- 
is-an-Englishman Quarter-Peel 
from the Bell tower. Ah, the way 
it’s supposed to be! 

Old North Church, Salem 
Street, North End. 

Overexposed but still remark- 


able, especially under the . 


candlelight of Christmas. Eve. 
Services begin at 10:30 p.m. with 
a choir concert followed by a 
Solemn Mass with Bishop 
Morris Arnold. A good place to 
take out-of-town visitors. Tough 
to park. Crowded. Arrive by 10 
at the latest. 

All Saints, Ashmont. 
Peabody Square, Dorchester. 

A beautiful, little-known 


church. High Anglican. Good 


choir. Easy to reach by subway 
and a good bet to get a late seat. 
Christmas Eve Solemn Mass 
begins at 8 p.m. so you can take 
the kids. A wassail party follows 
the Mass. Best alternative to the 
crowds downtown. 
Protestant 
Church of the Covenant.Corner 
of Berkeley and Newbury 
Streets, Back Bay. 

Very friendly and open. Your 
chance to sing the Messiah. On 
Dec. 12 at 3 p.m. everyone who 


comes can sing Handel. Bring a 
score, wine and a friend. A party 
follows. It’s the best way to start 
Christmas. 

On Dec. 19 at 3:30 p.m. the 
Back Bay Chorale directed by 
Larry Hill performs Bach’s 
Christmas Oratorio. Admission 
is $2 but it’s well worth it. And 
on Dec. 22 the Quadrivium per- 
forms medieval and Renais- 
sance Christmas music at 8 p.m. 
On Christmas Eve, readings and 
carols at 8 p.m. You might just 
do all of Christmas here. 

Memorial Church, Harvard 
Yard, Cambridge. 

The oldest and best (of course) 


‘carol service in Boston, per- 


formed by the splendid Univer- 
sity Choir directed by John 
Ferris. Everyone should go at 
least once: Dec. 13 at 8:15 p.m., 
Dec. 14 at 4:30°p.m. (best for 
kids) and 8:15 p.m. Arrive at 
least 40 minutes early. No park- 
ing in Harvard Yard. 

Concord Baptist Church, 190 
Warren Ave., Boston. 

A year ago this church was 
badly damaged by fire, but it has 
been restored. It will be rededi- 
cated on Sunday, Dec. 26, at 7 
p.m. with a special Christmas 
Can-tata sung by the church’s 
200-voice choir. Should be a 
jumpin’ occasion. Best thing 
going in town for the post- 
Christmas blues. 

King’s Chapel, 58 Tremont 
Street, Boston. - 

Christmas Eve Candlelight 


First Congregational Church, Cambridge 


Service in the world’s only high- 
Unitarian Church. Boston’s well- 
known composer-conductor 
Daniel Pinkham directs tradi- 


_ tional and modern music. One of 


the best in town on Christmas 
Eve. Always packed. Starts at 
10:30 p.m. Arrive by 10. 

Old West Church, 131 
Cambridge Street, Boston. 


A joint Christmas Eve Ser-~ 


vice with the gay community’s 
Metropolitan Community 
Church at 11 p.m. Lively, friend- 
ly, warm. Very receptive to gay 
people. On Christmas Day 
there’s an open, cheap meal. 
Good folks here. 

St. Paul’s A.M.E, Church, 
37 Austin Street, Cambridge. 

Very popular black church 
with a solid, dynamic choir. 
Christmas Eve gospel program 
at 7 p.m. — early enough for the 
kids to come — with the 
Church’s combined choirs. 
Many student-types worship 
here. Very friendly. 
_ Old South Church, Copley 


Square, Back Bay. 


Very fine music church. Free 
organ recitals on the first three 
Saturdays of Deceinber at 4 p.m. 
On Dec. 12 at 4 p.m., a Christ- 
concert by the Church’s 

oir. The most interesting offer- 
ing is on Christmas Eve at 8 
p.m., when the Women’s Choir 
and Harp performs Britten’s A 
Ceremony of Carols. 

Old Cambridge Baptist 

Continued on page 58 
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THE COOP HOLI 
RECORD SPECTACULA 


PRICED 


2PECIALLY 


POSTER INSIDE! 


THE ENTIRE “LIVE” CONCERT 
30 SONGS! 3RECORDS! 


THE NEW ALBUM BY 


PAUL McCARTNEY LINDA McCARTNEY 
DENNY LAINE JIMMY McCULLOCH 


JOE ENGLISH 


Angel 


MESIONHA 


first recording 
WAGNER 
RIENZI 
KOLLO MARTIN WENNBE! 
ADAM HILLEBRAND SCHREIER 
Staatskapelle Dresden HOLLREISER 


SELX-3818 (5 LPs) 
First complete recording! of Wagner’s 


epic-scaled five-act opera—complete . 


with ballet and vast choral scenes— 
composed before Wagner was 30. 
René Kollo is a heroic Rienzi; Holl- 
teiser conducts with total assurance 
of his subject matter. No Wagner de- 
votee should be without this long ne- 
glected masterwork. 
Stereo/SQ sound is perfection 


Frederick Delius 
FENNIMORE AND GERDA 


SODERSTROM : TEAR - COOK 
Danish Radio & Chorus 


SBLX-3835 (2 LPs) 

First recording! of Delius’ sixth and 
last opera. Like is exemplified on An- 
gel’s previously issued Delius “discov- 
eries” (A Village Romeo and Juliet 
SBLX-3784; Koanga SBLX-3808) this, 
too, is a work best heard on record— 


controlled studio engineering is vital — 


for preserving dramatic and musical 
subtleties otherwise lost in stage per- 
formance. Orchestral interludes link 
the 11 scenes. 


SCHUBERT 
UNANISHED 
_ HAYDN | 


BERLIN PHIL 


S-37058 

Two of music’s greatest and best- 
loved symphonies —ltustrously 
performed by the “champion of con- 
ductors” and the “world’s most out- 
standing orchestral force.” Karajan 
knows this repertoire, you'll not have 
it served more elegantly. Angel wraps 
it (and you) in the velvety rich rex 

that the orchestrations demand. 


S-37114 

Muti's finite sense of drama is warmly 
evidenced in this image laden, in- 
tensely gentie symphony. (Under- 
standably, he is the newly appointed 
Principal Guest Conductor of the Phil- 
adelphia Orchestra!) Here, the “im- 
peccably perfect” New Philharmonia 
gives him its soul—and the outpour- 
ing of achingly beautiful emotion is 
heartrending. 


TCHAIKOVSKY 
PIANO CONCERTO NO. 1 


LISZT 
PIANO CONCERTO NO. 1 
GUTIERREZ 
London Symphony PREVIN 


S-37177 

Recording debut of the young Tchai- 
kovsky Competition Winner! 
choice for first place” Gilels judged. 
Here the Cuban-born Gutierrez plays 
two of the great, all-time favorites . 
and play them he does! Angel’s rich 
sonics superbly showcase this phe- 
nomena! artist's masterful technique 
and musicianship. Pleasurable listen- 
ing at its finest. 


Waldteufel: 
Waltzes and Polkas 
MONTE CARLO OPERA ORCHESTRA 
BOSKOVSKY 


$-37208 

Boskovsky once again demonstrates 
his affinity for the Strauss-like melo- 
dies of Waldteufel. Within minutes 
into the LP he'll have you immersed 
in the lilting rhythms and the en- 
chanting tunes. Eight selections—each 
one a winner. Sparkling sound made 
even more so in 8 super-rich 
compatible Stereo/ sound. 


String Music Of 
VAUGHAN WILLIAMS 


Fantasia on a Theme by Thomas Tallis 
Concerto Grosso 
Partita for Double String Orchestra | 
London Philharmonic Orchestra 
BOULT 


$-37211 

Three of Vaughan Williams’ loveliest 

string compositions—with a Concerto 

Grosso that will carry you off into 
worlds. Conductor Boult—long 

the noted V: 


ter—lovingly the music's 

expressiveness; Angel engineering 

solidly supports his 
approach toward his subject. Don’ 


mies it 


A PALM GOURT CONCERT 


ALBERT WHITE AND HIS 
SAN MASTERS MELODY 


TCHAIKOVSKY 
THE STORM oo... FATUM - 
THE VOYEVODE - 
OVERTURE IN F 


Moscow Symphony 
DUDAROVA 


out- 

side the Soviet Union. in ali four 
pieces, Tchaikovsky's languidly ro- 
mantic" temperament is heard at its 
loveliest and most expressive. Superb 
sonics make for truly beau- 


aiconos 
j 
, 
. 
NY, 
Tchaikovsky 
Symphony No.1 
Se “WINTER DREAMS 
New Phitharmonia Orchestra 
MUTI 
Salon music from the early 1900's, Three short symphonic poems and 
Sle ESN layed by San Francis- the premiere recording of Overture in 
Melody under Albert F. For celebrated woman conductor 
b direction. An almost Dudarova—Principal Conductor of the 
anew in Moscow Symphony-—it is her first sym- 
in 
tiful listening. 
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HARVARD SQUARE 


the Chictti 


Ocean Girth 


pebleau 
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Includes Standing PS 
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THE COOP 


ALL 
EEDS... 


C-60 3.79 
Sale Price 


2.99 


C-90 4.49 
Sale Price 


Cassettenceds For Professional 


UDXL C60 3.79 35-90 


Sale Price ~Reg. 8.99 
Sale Price 


UD-90 3.99 F 
Sale Price 2 


LN-60 1.85 3.19 


Sale Price 


1.49 maxell. 


e 3 - 90 minute Series C- 
90 


ePlus a special tape 
holder | 


only $4.99 


Conveniently Packed As Shown 
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ERRTN WINDE 
Spirit 
including: 


group 
| America 
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PHOEBE SNOW 


IT LOOKS LIKE Phoebe SNOW 


including: 
Stand Up On The Rock 
Tonight/Mercy On Those/Fat Chance 


the finest 


Phoebe Snows 
it Looks Like Snows 


An album 
for those 

in love 
with music. 


TED NUGENT NEIL DIAMOND 


1tYou Know What | Mean/Lady-Oh 


Don't Think ...Feel/Stargazer 


WILD CHERRY BLUE OYSTER CULT 
Pay That Funky Mus Nowhere Run AGENTS OF FORTUNE 


Only 
$3.69 


Sick As ADog 
in The Saddie 
Rats in The Celiar/Last Child 


BOZ SCAGGS Burton Cummings | © 
Including. 


I'm Scared/Stand Tall/Niki Hokey 
You Ain t Seen Nothin Yet/ts t Really Right 


ancl 
This Ain't The Summer Of Love 


CHICAGO X 


Another Rainy Day In New York City 
if You Leave Me Now/ Once Or Twice 
YourAre On My Mind / Skin Tight 


STREISAND. 
KRISTOFFERSON 


Barbra Streisand 


CHICAGO* anc (cae are marks registered in the US Pat OW 


Kris Kristofferson 
AStar Ils Born 
including: 
Love Theme From “A Star Is Born’ (Evergreen) 
; original 
7 sound track 

music from 
the film 

‘A Star Is Born” 


: =F 
J 
4 
from 
Getaway/Saturday Nite/On Your Face 
f 
-FOR-A 
Dog Eat Dog/Hammerdown Over/What Can | Say/Georgia 
Writing On The Wali/Street Rats/Turn it Up Jump Street/Lowdown / Lido Shuffle 
33 a Home ts A Wounded Heart 
| Bob Dylan Rawls BOSTON 
(Don't Fear) The Reaper 4 “a sine Smokin /Hitch A Ride 
ET. (Extra Terrestial intelligence) including: - 
including: 
Blue Wind/Come Dancing/Led Boots 
Head For Backstage Pass/Love ts Green 
: 
PC 34200 N 
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DAVID LAFLAMME 
| WHITE BIRD 


Bat McGrath 
“From the 
Blue Eagle” 


David LaFlame — former 


Leader, Writer, Vocalist, Johnny Guitar 
and Violinist of . Watson 
ITS A BEAUTIFUL DAY “Ain't that a 


all on Amherst and 
DJM records 


RICHIE HAVENS 
THE END OF THE BEGINNING 


a 
“CLOSENESS” DUETS WITH i 
ORNETTE COLEMAN. ALICE COLBRANE, 


Joan Baez 


GATO & | HALL 


BARBIERI | COMMITMENT 
Caliente! 


Joan Armatrading | 


Gato Barbieri | Jim Hall | 


Only $3. 6.98 lists 


Open every night until 9pm for Christmas 
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THE COOP HOLIDAY 


‘HARVARD SQUARE 


THE HIGHLANDER PACK C-60 


Buy two “Highlander” 
C-60 Cassettes and 
Save 30% 


THE INVENTOR OF 
AUDIO TAPE 


2 - 60 minute 
Cassettes 


$2.99 


2 - 90 Minute 
Studio 
Cassettes 


Harvard Square M.I.T. Student Center 
Children’s Hospital Medical Center 


4 
: 
Buy two Highiende: 
C-60 
and Save 30°. \ 2 
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London Cassettes 
Come To The Coop 


THE CLASSIC CASSETTE 
London Records Proudly Presents 
The Finest Cassettes In The World 


e Imported from England 
e All Dolby processed 


¢ Opera sets packaged in deluxe presentation boxes with complete librettos 


e The finest sound ever available on cassette 


NOW AVAILBLE ON CASSETTE — THE FABULOUS LONDON OPERA 


Donizetti:. Lucia Di Lammermoor — Sutherland, Pavarotti, Etc. & Orch. 


RECORDINGS Royal Opera House — Bonynge — 13103 (2395) .................... $19.47 
Verdi: Rigoletto — Sutherland, Pavarotti, Etc. & London Sym. Orch. — 
Verdi And Donizetti Arias — Luciano Pavarotti — 26087 (798) ....$6.49 Puccini: Turandot — Sutherland, Pavarotti, Etc. & London Phil. Orch. — 
Offenbach: Tales of Hoffman — Highlights — Sutherland, Domingo, Bac- — 19108: (2808) $19.47 
S quier & Suisse Ronande — Bonynge — 26369 (798).................. $6.49 Pucini: Madama Butterfly —- Freni, Pavarotti, Etc. & Vienna Phil. Orch. — 
a King Of The High C'S — Luciano Pavarotti - 27373 (796) ........ igh Von Karajan — 13110 (2395) .........sssssssseessseessseeesseesneesueessecs $19.47 
e. Puccini: Turandot — High Lights Sutherland, Pavarotti, Caballe, Etc. & Verdi: Luisa Miller — Caballe, Pavarotti, Etc. & National Phil. Orch. — 
London Phil. Orch. Mehta. = 26377 (798) Maag 13114 (2395) $19.47 
Music of Spain — Zaruela Arias — Montserrat Caballe — Troyanos, Domingo, Etc., & London Phil. Orch. 
Schubert: Rosamond — Incidental Music — Vienna State Opera Chorus ose btontaasssa ss Orchestra & Chorus — Lorin Maazel a 
& Vienna Phil. Orch. — Karl Munchinger — 26444 (798) ........... $6.49 Donizetti: Maria Stuarda — Sutherland, Pavarotti, Etc. & Orch. Teatro 
Puccini: Madama Butterfly — Highlights — Freni, Pavarotti, Ludwigs, Comm. Bologne-Bonynge — 13117 (2395) .............. $19.47 
Kierns & Vienna Phil. — Von Karajan — 26455 (798) ................ $6.49 Massenet: Esclarmonde — Sutherland, Etc. & National Philharmonic Or- 
O Holy Night — Luciano Pavarotti — Gilbert & Sullivan: Trial By 4 _ chestra — Solti — 1435 (2395) $19.47 
Mahler: Symphony No. 8 — Various With Chicago Symphony 
Puccini: La Boheme — Pavarotti, Etc. & Berlin Philharmonic Sutherland, Etc. & Vienna 
Gilbert & Sulivan: lolanthe — D'Oyly Carte Opera Company — 12104 
Messiah Etc. & C&O Academy St. Martin Orchestra — Georg ‘Gn 
Wagner: Das Rheingold — Kirsten Flagsted, Etc. & Vienna Phil. 
g sees gner: Der Ring Des Nibelungen — The Complete “Ring Cycle (Das 
Verdi: Otello — Del Monaco, Tebaldi, Etc. & Vienna Phil. Orch — Herbert Gudes John Culshaw's 280 Page Book “Ring Resounding"). ~ $00.8 
Von Karajan. — 1324 (2395) $19.47 
Verdi: La Traviata — Sutherland, Merrill, Etc. & C&O Mag, Mus. Fioren- sean aaeey Symphonies: The Chicago Symphony — Sir Georg pv 


Save on Columbia & Epic 8 Track and 
Cassette Pre-Recorded Tapes 


All Non-Classical tapes $5.99 2 for $11.00 


Loggins and Messina — “Best of Friends” — Col 34388 (798) .................ccceceeeee $5.99 
CHICAGO X Boz Scaggs — “Silk Degrees” — Col 33920 (798) ...........cceeecceceeceeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeees $5.99 
Another Chicago — “Chicago Ten” — Col 34200 (798) ............cccccseeeeseecneeeeeeeteeeeeeeneeeeees $5.99 
Aerosmith — “Rocks” — Col 34166. (796) $5.99 
Dave Mason — “Dave Mason-Certified Live” — Col 34174 (898) ................0.0.. $6.99 
Phoebe Snow — “It Looks Like Snow” — Col 34387 (798) ..............ccccsceeeeeeeeeeee $5.99 
Biue Oyster Cult — “Agents of Fortune” — Col 34164 (798) ................ yaa sessakea $5.99 
SOUND TRACK 
Barbra Streisand/ Kris Kristofferson — “A Star Is Born” — Col 34403 (898) ....... $6.99 
ORIGINAL CAST 
2 Joseph Papp Presents — “The Three Penny Opera” — Col 34326 (698) ............. $6.49 
PHOEBE SNOW Ted Nugent — “Free For All” — Epic 34121 (798) ............ccceecseceececeeeeeeenereeeeees $5.99 
eo eee | Engelbert Humperdinck — “After The Lovin” — Epic 34381 (798) ............:.sc $5.99 
Grin — “The Best Of Grin” — Epic 34247 (798) $5.99 
Charlie Daniels — “High Lonesome” — Epic 34377 (798) 15.99 
Jeff Beck — “Wired” — Epic 33849 (798) $5.99 


(Numerics in Parenthesis Stands For The Series Number) 


On Sale Now 
At The Tape 
Department Of 


Harvard Square Store 
Cambridge,. Mass. 
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EAGLES 


Their Greatest Hits 1971-1975 


EAGLES 
On The Border 


EAGLES 
Desperado 


. - 
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These Nights 


Once, Willem de Kooning de- 
cided to “give of himself.” The 
result of this righteous impulse 
was an elaborate drawing for his 
friend and sometime protegee, 
Robert Rauschenberg. Raus- 
chenberg presumably accepted 
the gift with grace, but then, in 
what critic Max Kozloff called 
“‘a furor of nihilism,” erased the 
drawing as if it were a failed pen- 
manship lesson. Rauschenberg 
signed it, and the objet was ex- 
hibited as ‘Erased de Koon- 
ing.” Purportedly, a private col- 
lector, emboldened by the fact 
that two eminences had contri- 
buted to the smudge, bought it 
for an immodest sum. 

To greater dilettantes this 
transaction might have sum- 
moned forth questions about the 
Meaning of Art: What’s in a sig- 
nature? Why are they reviving 
Dada? But I was besieged with 
musings on the nature of Gifts: 
Does the spirit in which the gift 
is presented dictate the use to 
which it’s put — is the recipient 
beholden to the donor in any 
way? Is profit an issue? Did de 
Kooning get 50 percent? 

Let me explain why I found 
this gift business so riveting. 
What high-school teachers call 
bad attitudes proliferate in my 
family as mildew on a shower 
curtain. During Christmas they 
positively pullulate. We tor- 
ment Santa’s helpers, rearrange 
creche scenes and insist on the 
“shotgun shells’’ version of 
“Jingle Bells.” And gift-giving is 
naturally one of our lesser sea- 
sonal enthusiasms. But gift-get- 
ting — ah, an activity worthy of 
our attention. 


When we were very young, 
Christmas gifts were exchanged 
in a normal, decorous fashion; 
each child claiming from under 
the tree the presents marked 
with his or her name. The pack- 
ages, however, looked like refu- 


gees of the US Postal Service, 


when, in truth, most had been 
hauled in from the local depart- 
ment store. For the two weeks 
preceeding Christmas day we 
had spent the better part of our 
mornings rattling, stroking, 
squeezing and jolting every par- 
cel under the tree. We had be- 


PAGE TWENTY-FOUR / DECEMBER 12, 1976, THE SEASON, THE BOSTON PHOENIX 


GIFTS ARE 
FOR GETTING 


A 33-page section of sheer commercialism 


come finely attuned to the im- 
perturbability of a clock radio, a 
Flexi-Flyer’s uneven distribu- 
tion of weight, the resilience of 
net tutus. Our skills of inspec- 
tion were sophisticated, and ob- 
jects wrapped without first be- 
ing placed in a box we hardly 
dignified with our scrutiny, pre- 
ferring the challenge of regular 
angles and smooth surfaces. 

By Christmas morning the 
contents of the packages were no 
mystery. Since we had prac- 
tically lived with them for days, 
opening them was like being re- 
introduced to an old friend (or 
sometimes like finding last 
month’s half-eaten beef jerky be- 
tween the couch cushions). 
There were, of course, a few sur- 
prises; but mostly there was in- 
dignation or admiration over our 
mother’s “fast ones”: ‘‘Shoe 
skates instead of key skates.” 
“T’ve never-seen a red guitar with 
white cowboys painted on it.” 

Now my mother had no inten- 
tion of making Christmas an 
exercise for our considerable 
wits. She perceived something 
decidedly unChristlike in our 
feats of detection — something 
that needed to be corrected. So 


she decided not to label any of 
the gifts — our names yielded 
valuable age and gender clues — 
but color-coded them instead. 
Since we were invariably as- 
signed our favorite colors (so that 
Mama could keep the details of 
her ploy straight), we deciph- 
ered the code in no time. 

With that failure, our mother 
invented the. number game. 
Each gift was marked with a 
number, which was then en- 
tered on mother’s master list, 
and on Christmas morning we 
found in our stockings instruc- 
tions (iambic tetrameter, 
AABB) directing us to our loot. 
Though opening the presents 
now had a somewhat enjoyable 
dimension of surprise, we felt 
somehow defeated. 

An interesting thing hap- 
pened. We began to carp about 
our gifts. Some of them we even 


. exchanged -— an indignity pre- 


viously reserved for unsolicited 
dross from never-seen godpar- 
ents. We coveted each other’s 
booty, became hostile towards 
items that before would have 
made us merely listless. Denied 
our privileged information, we 
had fondled the packages with 


+ 
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less conviction, and in giving up 
our crass concern with receiv- 
ing, we had lost our identifica- 
tion with the gift. Passivity had 
made us peevish; sometimes bad 
attitudes shouldn’t be tinkered 
with. 

Which brings me back to my 
reflections on Mr. Rauschen- 
berg’s gift. I can’t forgive his 
boorish gesture — and, mind 
you, I’m very big on Dada, and if 
he and de Kooning had collab- 
orated on the erasure I would 
have applauded their wiliness. 
But here’s the catch: Rauschen- 
berg asked for the drawing. Yes! 
He begged de Kooning to crank 
one out for him. Just as we kids 
had possessed our presents in our 
imagination, Rauschenberg in- 
vested himself in the gift, took 
part in its evolution. If he hadn’t 
liked it, then he would have had 
every right if not to erase it, at 
least to trade it in for an Olden- 
berg. But Rauschenberg ignored 


_the basic law of gift-getting: 


When it’s yours, really yours, 
you keep it. 

(Suppose for a moment that 
Rauschenberg had been a mem- 
ber of one of those Melanesian 
tribes so beloved of anthropol- 


ogists. Here, where there’s not all 
this expulsive giving, a perfect 
balance exists between the roles 
of recipient and donor; an ex- 


change creates an inextricable » 


bond between them. The gift 
represents the donor’s essence, 
and if the recipient doesn’t re- 
vere it, or repay the giver in kind, 
then he has committed a breach 
of the most serious order. Raus- 
chenberg’s impertinence would 
have terrorized him for life.) 


A footnote to the etiquette of 
gift-getting: Sometimes it’s just 


as critical not to-keep what 


“yours.” For example — one 
Christmas my younger brother 
received a bottle of Bravura from 
an aunt-by-marriage. Bravura, 


_you may know, is sort of a low- 


rent Brut — stinks a little more 
— and my brother wasn’t old 
enough to tolerate girls, let alone 


- put them on (or off with) his 


scent. The next Christmas the 
bottle of Bravura, still in its box, 
ended up under the tree with my 
older. brother’s name on it. 
Though he liked girls, he relied 
on more subtle strategies of 
courtship, so he thanked my 
brother drily and put the Bra- 
vura on a remote corner of his 
dresser. 

The next Christmas I brought 
a guest home for the holidays, 
and the bottle of Bravura re- 
turned to its place under the tree 
for the third year running. By 
now we all found the repeat ap- 
pearances more than a little 
hilarious. When my guest 
opened the proud bottle of Bra- 
vura, we watched his reaction 
like praying mantises sizing up a 
June bug. His reputation was on 
the line. Mock gratitude and 
failure to take the bottle home 
with him spared him our re- 
pudiation. 

All of our male holiday guests 
have been subjected to the Bra- 
vura test. We consider the way a 
person accepts the present a re- 
liable indication of his charac- 
ter, and we were secretly re- 
lieved that no one received it in 
the improper spirit. Good bad 
attitudes are hard to come by. 
The bottle of Bravura is still 
waiting for a hapless taker. 

—Diane McWhorter 
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The Name 
‘Where the Fish Jump From the Ocean 
Into the Frying Pan’ 


Located on Boston’s Historic Fish Pier 


15'/2 Fish Pier, Boston 
338-7539 
Open Monday to Saturday 


Doris Abrahams * Ted Ashlaw * Banjo Dan & the Mid-Nite Plowboys * The 
Boys of the Lough © Louis Beaudoin ¢ Jim Brewer © Phillippe Bruneau ¢ Jean 
Carignan ® Jeanne D’Arc Charlebois ¢ Sara Cleveland © Kenny Hall © Peter & 
John Isaacson Papa John Kolstad Henri Landry Lazy Bill Lucas 
Margarét MacArthur ¢ Mary McCaslin © Owen McBride ¢ John McGreevy & 


Seamus Cooley ¢ Randy & Rodney Miller © Tom Mitchell ¢ Craig Morton °' 


John Nutting ¢ Glenn Ohriin ¢ U. Utah Phillips ¢ Jean Redpath © Jim Ringer ¢ 
Sahistrom, Swedish Fiddling * Rosalie Sorrels © Jay Ungar & Lyndon Hardy ° 
Dave Van Ronk ¢ Bill Vanaver & Livia Drapkin * Bodie Wagner 


BOLD FACE ARE HOT OFF THE PRESSES! ¢ 
Albums available directly: $6. post-paid 
_ Write for our free catalog: PHILO RECORDS 
The Barn, Dept. F, North Ferrisburg, Vt. 05473 


All On Sale At 


The Other 
People 


On Improvising Artists 
| 


On Xanadu 


SAM MOST JACO PASTORIUS 
‘Mostly Flute’? — Duke With Pat Metheny, Bruce Dit- 


Jordan, Tai Farlow, Sam mas, Paul Bley 


Jones, Billy Higgins 


On Improvising 


Artists 


ALVIN CROW and The 
Pleasant Valley Boys 


Only $3.77 at 


; 
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On Long Neck 
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Do you know where you can get a free pregnancy 
test with immediate results? 


Callus 536-3300 
Pregnancy Advisory 
Service ATERTOWN, 923-190 


Gifts to your taste 


Sight Sound 


Quality Merchandise at Low, Low, Prices!!! 


GUITARS — Fender, Martin, Gibson, and many others. 


FLUTES, TRUMPETS, HORNS, et. 


a AMPS —= Fender, Kustom, Ampeg, Sunn, Etc. 


CAMERAS — Ail Polaroids, SLR’s, Nikkormat, Nikon, 


Pentax, Minolta, Canon & large selection of lenses. 


CALCULATORS and Adding Machines — Hewlett 


Packard, Texas Instruments, Etc. 
“We stand behind everything we sell with a written Guarantee.” 


STEREO COMPONENTS 


Marantz, Sony, Pioneer, Sansui, Nikko, and others. 


Special Christmas Sale 
All Stereo Equipment — 20% Off 


(No warrantee at these low prices) 
Pay full price and our regular 30 day warrantee will be 
extended to 60 days. 
Dec. 1 thru Jan. 71 only : 
ashington St., Boston, Mass. 
(Between Mass. Ave. and Dudley Sta.) 


445-5087 


/ i 
Experiment by Sigmund Abeles — Nasrudin Gallery — .. 


by Charles Giuliano 

Time was when you had to be 
a millionaire to be a serious art 
collector, but more and more 
people are collecting today. 
Unlike the tycoons who bought 
on whim and thought nothing of 
price, today’s collectors acquire 
on a modest budget and tend to 
be cautious when selecting their 
investments. ‘The majority of the 
customers at Boston’s contem- 
porary galleries are young 
couples breaking into a $15,000 
per annum income. Typically, 
they start with one or two 
purchases and then become 


Mahoney’s has more plants than just about anybody. From tiny 
baby’s tears to giant philodendron. Tropical plants, hanging 
plants, terrarium plants, flowering plants. And our pirces are as 


low as you'll find anywhere. Come out during the week when its 
less crowded. It’s worth the trip. 


242 Cambridge St. (Rt. 3) Winchester, 729-5900 
Open 7 Days A Week 9am-8pm 


“hooked” on collecting. 

For the current Christmas 
season, the Boston galleries have 
planned exhibitions with the 
young collector in mind. In.a 
random sample of Newbury 
Street galleries we found a 
healthy selection of work ranging 
in price from $50 to $500. 

“We really push to keep the 
prices low,” explained Barbara 
Krakow of the Harcus Krakow 
Gallery. ‘In general, we try to set 
fair prices. It is not a question of 
how much profit we make. What 
is more important is that the 
work is available to as wide an 
audience as possible. As there is 
more demand for the work we 
can afford to ask for more 
money. When, for instance, we 
have ten works by an artist and 
some 30 or so individuals want to 
buy, then we can go up. But it is 
important to reach this point.on 
demand — otherwise the artist 


doesn’t move.” 

In the past few years, the 
Harcus Krakow Gallery has been 
increasingly active with young 
Boston artists. They formerly 
handled only prints, but- their 
policy changed when the gallery 
owners merged with dealers 
Phyllis Rosen and Joan 
Sonnabend. They have since 
severed that partnership, but 
while it existed, the tenor of the 
gallery was commercial and in- 
ternational, featuring artists like 
Nevelson and prestigious works 
like Calder’s tapestries. Today 
the gallery has been purged of 
this far-flung orientation and has 
emerged as New England’s most 
important single gallery. 

“Some of our artists are doing 
very well at this point,” Krakow 
said, “I would say that Kathy 


Porter is able to live off of the 


is over-priced and the work 


STROKES 


sale of her work and she is our.~- 
most successful artist from the 
Boston group. Her work 
commands a good price, but she 
doesn’t produce all that much. 
Susan Shatter’s landscape 
watercolors sell well for us and at 
Fishba in New York. Michael 
Mazur has only been with us for 
a short time — he was with. 
Alpha Gallery but so far he hi 
been extremely successful wit 
us. Todd McKiee is moving and 
Andy Tavarelli just sold a 
number of drawings. Overall, 
things look very healthy.” 


For many inexperienced 
collectors, a gallery can be a 
forbidding place. The environ- 
ment is often so sophisticated 
and cultured that the average in- 
dividual is overwhelmed by it. 
Most dealers are aware of this 
feeling and go to great lengths to 
make the fledgling collector feel 
comfortable.. Often they allow 
customers to take a work home 
and live with it for a time before 
deciding whether to buy it. 
Barbara Krakow stresses that 


-she wants collectors to feel 


secure and not pressure them 
into keeping a piece. Even: in 
cases where several pieces are 
returned a sale eventually 
results. Krakow finds that the 
second and third time around 
the collector finds it easier to 
make a decision. 

Nina Nielsen of the Nielsen 
Gallery explained that 
establishment’s policy. If, after a 
period of time, a collector grows 
tired of an object he may return 
it for credit at the original 
purchase price toward the 
purchase of a more expensive 
work. 


“This has always been a good 
policy for the gallery,” Nielsen 
explained, “Because this way 
the collector feels very sure in 
the investment with the 
knowledge that it can be 
exchanged, This also works out 
nicely for us; we get back an 
artist’s early work, which often 
has become scarce and 
unavailable. Because we work 
with only top caliber artists, this 
has always been good for us and 
we have’never been stuck with 
returned pieces. Plus it leads toa 
bigger sale.” 

Some of the best buys are 
works on paper and prints. 
Young artists have increasingly 
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turned to graphic media because 
it can be offered at a more 
attractive price. Whereas a large. 
canvas must sell for more than 
$1,000, a work on paper can sell 
for as little as $100. In this way 
the sale of graphics keeps the 
artist solvent until his reputa- 
tion begins to move the larger 
and more expensive works. 

“All of our artists keep telling 
us that they want to do prints,” 
Barbara Krakow said. “But we 
try to discourage that. As a 
business venture, that is not a 
good move with young artists. 
When a collector can have a 
unique work like an original 
watercolor for a few hundred 
dollars, why should he pay about 
the same money for a print of 
which there are a number of 
copies? It becomes attractive 
when you have an established 
artist. In that case, a unique 
watercolor, for instance, might 
bring more than $1000. Then a 
print which sells for a few 
hundred becomes an attractive 
item. It is a way of affording a 
more established artist whose 
unique work is out of range. So 
far our artists haven’t 
approached that level with the 
exception of Michael Mazur, 
who is a graphic artist, and we 
are considering doing an edition 
of etchings with Kathy Porter. 
We also published a large 
graphic by Todd McKiee.” 

The Nasrudin Gallery, on the 
other hand, has become increas- 
ingly involved with publishing 
graphics. For their Christmas ex- 
hibition they will feature a 
number of new prints by their 
stable of artists. The prices on 
most editions will be under $60. 
In the past year the gallery has 
begun to carry old master prints 
as well as contemporary 
graphics. They offer a nice 
selection of prints by Max 
Klinger, Toulouse Lautrec, 
Marcantonio Raimondi, 
Rouault, Chagall and others, all 
for under $500. The primary 
emphasis at Nasrudin, however, 
is on younger artists like 
Dominic, Sigmund Abeles and 
Nefertiti. The gallery sells a 
great deal of these modestly 
priced works. 

Similarly, the Nielsen Gallery 
started with an emphasis on 
graphics. They still maintain an 
impressive modernist portfolio 
that is strong on German Ex- 
pressionists. They have a great 
range of early modern prints by 
major masters like Max 
Beckmann, Le Courbusier, Otto 
Dix, Picasso and others. Many of 
these may be had for less than 


$500. 

While Harcus Krakow has 
been successful with the new 
young realist painters, the 
Nielsen Gallery prides itself in 
representing abstract artists 
exclusively. “We have stuck to 
our guns,” Nielsen said, “and 
have tried to remain strong in 
the area of abstract art. We 
really believe in our artists and 
we have selected them very 
carefully. Paul Rotterdam, who 
started with us, is very succesful 
today with reviews in all the 
major publications, including 
notice in Time magazine. 
Similarly, things have been 
moving for Harvey Quaytman. 
Of our Boston artists, we are 
particularly proud of Liz 
Dworkin and Greg Aminoff. 
Both have been making great 
strides in their work and their 
sales have been encouraging. We 
try to do the best we can for our 
artists. At this point we have a 
solid following of young 
collectgrs who have reached a 
position of trust with us. It is 
very exciting to see their 
interests developing and 
expanding. It is a mutual 
educational process.” 

One dealer who has made a 
total commitment to Boston 
artists is Sunne Savage, who 
started modestly by selling her 
works out of her apartment. 
After a few years, she had 
enough momentum to open her 

Continued on page 28 
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{| Free admission. Free music. Free exhibitions. 

MFA WRITING _- Free theatre. Free gallery talks with curators. , 

PROGRAM Free tours. Free movies. Free refreshments. | 
Free workshops for kids and grownups. 


resident writing projects 


12-DAY RESIDENCIES 
August and February 
on the Vermont campus 
Workshops, classes, readings 


6 MONTH PROJECTS 
Individually designed during 
residency 
Direct criticism of manuscripts 


Sustained dialogue with faculty 


PROGRAM FACULTY 
Carru Donald 


Hayden th Hall 

George Chambers Robert Hass 

and others 


Degree work in prose and poetry and drama. 

For further 

Ellen Bryant Voigt, Director MFA Writing 
m Box 40P, Goddard College, 

Platnfield, Vermont 05667 


It’s the MFA Free For All, December 14 through 19. | 


reat rig re Find a free day and join us. For information call 267-9300. 
students race, creed, sex or ethnic ‘ 
omen. Six days of art, music and merriment at the 
Museum of Fine Arts, Boston. 


Have Yourself 
Merry 
Columbia/ 
Christmas 
$3.68 Album $4.99 Tape 


LOGGINS & MESSINA STREISAND & KRISTOFFERSON BOZ SCAGGS 
THE BEST OF FRIENDS A STAR IS BORN SILK DEGREES 


BLUE OYSTER CULT 
AGENTS OF FORTUNE ROCKS 


ENGLEBERT HUMPERDINCK CHICAGO DAVE MASON 


AFTER THE LOVIN’ CHICAGO X CERTIFIED LIVE 
2 Albums 
hag , $4.88 Albums $6.48 Tapes 


INSTOCK 


WINGS OVER AMERICA Alby ms $3.68 Album $4.99 Tape 


McCartney Live — 3 Album Tapes 
Piease be advised that BRANDS MARAT is 


Card, have the at S47. % J a closec door showroom. Our low, low: 
head of dept. contort are- available only to holders of 


DISTRIBUTION CENTER 
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Crabs on crotch, 
liceonhead, 
One thing's sure to 


_knock'em dead. 


PRUDENT IDEA! 
BOSTON HARBOUR, 


GETTING HIGH 
ON TENNIS? 


oo Our Tennis 
Boston Harbour Tennis Club 


BOSTON HARBOUR TENNIS CLUB 


Boston MA 02210 At drugstores 
617/ 269-8130 . Restaurant and Bar 


He puts LSD in cough drops. He builds butane lighters that fire poison darts. Heloads_ 
explosive bullets in .22 caliber cartridges. He is a merchant of deadly secrets, and he 

sells his wares to the CIA. He is Mr. Death, and you'll meet him in a special interview in 
the January issue of PLAYBOY ponerse He i is not a man you ‘d want 


onto now? Find out in the current issue of PLAYBOY. Where a 
also find Erica Jong’s latest —and hottest sexual adventure, 
Breslin’s favorite gay bar, Dan Greenburg’s experience with est, __ 
Art Buchwald on tennis, Alex Haley on the search for Roots and our 
sess: Playmate Review. It’s all in this month’ s PLAYBOY. 2 
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Continued from page 27 
own gallery. Today the gallery is 
mecca for young Boston artists. 
Savage's taste is eclectic and she 
represents artists from all of the 
various stylistic camps. One can 
find almost anything at Sunne’s 
and the prices are generally 
modest. The watercolors of fish 
by Carol Beckwith prove to be a 
staple item at $100. Similarly, Jo 
Sandman’s abstract tape 
drawings and rubouts have great 
collector appeal. Savage also 
represents Tom Shooter, a 
Fourth Generation abstract 
expressionist, and soft focus 
realist James Weeks. From the 
new realist camp, the gallery 
represents Sarah Supplee of 
Lowell, an unlikely locale which 
supplies some of her subject 
matter for highway studies. 
Taking a step away from its. 
normal policy, the Sunne Savage 
will present a modern masters 
exhibition for Christmas 
including works by Jasper Johns, 
Arshille Gorky, Wilhelm De 
Kooning and Richard 
Diebenkorn, among others. A 
number of these blue chip pieces 
will be available for under $500. 
The Alpha Gallery will also 
feature an annual exhibition, 
“Works on Paper.” Prices will 


run the gamut from $125 (for 


some very choice small 
watercolors by Nancy Hagen) 
through $7,500 (for a Milton 
Avery). 

Dealer Allen -Fink prefers to 
represent more established 
artists, although he produces a 
new talent exhibition each year 
in June. He represents such local 
artists as sculptor and 
printmaker Harold Tovish, 
printer Peter Milton and painter 
Barbara Swan. Their work falls 
into a higher price bracket, but 
prints are available for under 


Perhaps the most interesting 
new gallery will open to the 
public on January 20. The At- 
lantic Gallery is a new space that 
has been converted within the 
spacious loft studio of artists 
Hudson and Tava. In a New 
York-Soho tradition, they are 
the first to act on the belief that 
a gallery should exist in the heart 
of the artists’ area around South 
Station. The renovated space - 
offers 100 square feet of space 
and 100 feet of wall area — all 
available at a fraction of what it 
would cost on Newbury Street. 

Video and graphic artists 
Hudson and Tava teach video at 
the Museum School, where they 
recently had an exhibition. Tava 
showed a range of round 
canvases which were tacked to 
the wall with push pins. The 
surfaces were painted with a 
brushy texture that recalled 
moonscapes. Hudson makes 
drawings by covering over art 
illustrations of sculpture with’ 
modeling clay. The “drawing” 
retains the contour of the object 
but obliterates the surface 
detail. There is wit and irony to 
their creations. 

At the Atlantic Gallery, they 
will exhibit their own works as 
well as those of other artists. For 
the opening exhibition at 727 
Atlantic Avenue, they will show 
the paintings of Jay Jaroslav, a 
process artist who has been 
working on the documentation of 
his assumed identities. The 
paintings are photo realist copies 
of various documents like birth 
and marriage certificates. Later 
shows will feature sculptures and 
drawings by Fritz Beuhner, as 
well as a one-man show for the 
famous Sidewalk Sam, who is 
best known for his outdoor chalk 
drawings. 

The best thing about giving 
art for Christmas is that it makes 
at least two people happy — the 
person who receives the gift and 
the artist who makes the sale. 
Seen another way, the gift giver 
is contributing .to the 
nourishment of a growing art 
scene in Boston. 


ooo 
gee Ge 
2 
3 
~ 
fame continues his search for ir. ind the L. 
oe the conspiracy behind th A | 
ira ind the conspiracies 
a 


The Tweeter, Ete. Story: Part 
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Would Like Introduce You 
Quality Component 


Tweeter, Etc.’s $299 system 
consists of a pair of Advent/3 
loudspeakers, a Rote! RX-102 
Mark |] AM/FM receiver, and 

o Garrard 440M record 
changer. Complete: $299. 


Introduction: 


This is our first ad, one of a series 


designed to acquaint you with ourselves, 


and the field of component stereo. 


We're running this series because 
«we want to point out some of fhe things 
“you should know before you go shop- 
_ping for a stereo, as well as give you an 
idea of the kind of performance you can 
expect in the various price ranges. 


We hope you enjoy the series. 


First, We Want to Introduce 
Ourselves .... 

- Tweeter, Etc. is a stereo specialty 
store run by Michael and Sandy Bloom- 
berg. 

By stereo specialty store, we mean 
component stereo is our whole business. 


~ We exist because we can sell you a 
better music system than anyone else in 
town. 

This is partly due to the caliber of 
equipment we ee We specialize in 
names like Advent, ADS, Yamaha, 
Nakamichi, Allison, Tandberg, Sony, 
Phase Linear, Bang & Olufsen, JBL, and 


Pioneer. These names represent the best — 


of what's available today. 


We Offer Our Own Service.... 


Another reason we can sell you a 
better stereo is the excellence of our 
mre Department, headed by Charlie 

ale. 


We’re factory-authorized to repair 
most everything we sell. 


Harvard Square 
102 Mount Auburn St. 


492-4411 738-4411 


Boston University 
874 Commonwealth Av. 


‘a 


You Can Get Started In 


Quality Component Stereo For 
$299! 

Although you can spend thousands 
of dollars on a stereo system at Tweeter, 
Etc., we’re proud of the fact that you 
can take home a very fine system for 
less than three hundred dollars. 


We're talking about our new 
Advent/3 system. 


In contrast to the look-alike 

sold by department stores and 

iscount houses, the speakers used in 
our Advent/3 system are real speakers. 
They were designed by the same Henry 
Kloss who designed the famous Large 
Advent — the best-selling speaker in 
America today. 


Speakers directly influence the 
sound quality of a stereo system more 
than any other component. We're proud 
to be able to offer true Advent speakers 
in our $299 package! 


Chestnut Hill Mall 
Rt. 9 Newton 
964-441] 


= 
SH SSA 
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ADVENT 


/ 


. Opening Soon 
Framingham Brockton 
86 Worcester Road 849 Belmont Street 
879-1500 583-5146 


You Can Hear The Difference! 

Our Advent/3 system is completed 
by the Rotel RX-102 Mark Il AM/FM 
receiver, and the Garrard 440M record 
changer. 


The Rotel RX-102 Mark II offers 
quality performance, dependable 
trouble-free operation, and all the con- 
trol flexibility the newcomer to stereo will 
ever need. The Garrard 440M is the 
latest version of the most tried-and- 
proven record changer ever introduced. 


As a system, you'll be amazed at 
how much better this system sounds 
than anything you've probably encoun- 
tered in its price range. 


Make Our Acquaintance This 
Week. 


Quality components do sound 
better, as we hope to have the oppor- 
tunity of proving to you this week. 
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GLORIOUS BLACK AND WHITE 


This year get the picture 


by Ann Parson 

Some Christmases ago, Santa 
ran into a predicament. No mat- 
ter which way he turned it, a 


framed photograph by Ansel ' 


Adams wouldn’t fit down a nar- 
row Back Bay chimney. Unper- 
turbed, Santa left a note on the 
hearth cautioning the family not 
to light their yule log because 
there was a flammable present 
made with chemicals aloft. Since 
then the Man in red leaves the 
delivery of prints that are larger 
than 11 x 14 inches to the postal 
service. During a brief inter- 
view, he commented: ‘‘The 


ing. Those were the days I 
slipped down the chimney with a 
carte-de-visite in my boot.” 
With Christmas approaching, 
throngs of angels advertising 
store-bought goods are likely to 
make us cringe, clutch our 
shekels closer and search harder 
for meaningful gifts. A photo- 
graph is one of those rare objects 
that needn't wear out and is good 
for all seasons, yet requires no 
watering. Like buying intimate 
apparel for someone else, giving 
a photograph is an exaggerated 
risk which people will appreci- 
ate your having taken, even if 


their living room while you're 
visiting. 

Shep Ferguson, a photogra- 
phy dealer, feels that if a photo- 
graph strikes a person’s fancy, 
“they should just buy it.” Shep 
manages Ars Libri on Mass. Ave. 
in Boston, which has a large in- 
ventory of out-of-print photog- 
raphy and art books and will 
eventually be specializing in 
photographic portraiture (vin- 


‘tage and contemporary prints). 


He says people ‘“‘should buy pho- 
tographs according to their taste. 
They're reluctant to spend 
money on a single photograph, 


about spending $50 on an eve- 
ning, $100 on a winter coat that 
will lose its shag or thousands on 
a car that will lose its  trans- 
mission. Buying a photograph 
should be viewed as supporting 
the arts, and people shouldn’t 
worry about the money.” 
Shouldn’t worry about the 
money? It sounds insensitive at 
first, but look closely. Coming to 
the fore in a time when all arts 
are being flounced around by 
prices, the fledgling art of photo- 


graphic images has encountered 


its share of hard-core money- 
makers and pretenders. At the 


game auction houses. such 
Sotheby’s, Parke-Bernet and 
Christie’s began taking photog- 
raphy seriously, the medium 
suddenly became a mainstream 
commodity. In five years prices 
for various vintage prints have 
soared. People who have money 


but don’t like to lose it have 


made extravagant investments, 
insuring that photography will 
never again return to its bargain 
basement past. On the one hand, 
new money is now helping to pro- 
vide for the artist; on the other 
hand, it has prompted a mer- 
cenary circus. At one auction, a 


shape of photography is chang-' they only hang the photograph in whereas they don’t think twice beginning of the ’70s, when big Continued on page 35 
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certificate approved all states or beh 
enmore Medical Bu ng at Kenmore sq. Subway entrance ou can 
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EMS Bugaboo with hood — a lightweight down parka with ripstop 


DOWN PARKAS 
from EMS 


nylon shell, for only $56.50 


EMS Patagonia with hood — the same handsome parka as the 


Bugaboo but with 60% cotton/40% nylon shell, at $61.50 
EMS Downhill Parka — generously down-filled parka with 


no sewn-through seams, great for skiing and 


general wear. $62.50 


EMS Downhill Junior Parka — 


with some special features for 


children. $37.50 


EMS Stadium Coat y 
‘7 — a full-length down coat 
with hood, perfect for the 
coldest days on the 
slopes or at the 
stadium. Men’s and 
women’s sizes, 


each $85.00 


EMS North 

Slope Parka — 
warmest parka 
we have (rated at 


60° below!) $85.00 ~~ 


backpacking or walking in the park, 
a down parka will keep 
you warm this winter. , 
~ EASTERN MOUNTAIN SPORTS has the biggest values 
and the largest selection of down parkas in Boston. 


Snow Lion, The North Face,and &* 

Sierra Designs, and stocks the # 

largest selection of sweaters, 
gloves and wool 

apparel in Boston. 


Eastern Mountain Sports Inc. te 


Boston’s Specialists in Skiing, Backpacking, and Wool and Down Clothing 


EMS also carries parkas by 


EMS Boston EMS Boston/Downtown EMS Wellesley (The Mountain Shop) § 
1041 Commonwealth Avenue One Winthrop Square 189 Linden Street 
Boston, Massachusetts Boston, Massachusetts Wellesley, Massachusetts ‘ 
(617) 254-4250 (617) 482-4414 (617) 237-2645 
STORE HOURS STORE HOURS: STORE HOURS: 

Monday-Friday 9am-9pm Monday-Friday 9am-6pm Monday-Friday 9am-9pm 

Saturday 9am-5:30pm Saturday 9am-5pm Saturday 9am-5:30pm 


Master Charge — BankAmericard — American Express accepted 


roundtrip jet transporta- 
tion between New York ~ 
and Luxembourg. Round- 
trip bus transportation 
between Luxembourg 
and ski areas. Accommo- 
dations in Tyrolean style 
chalets. Continental 
breakfast and dinner 
daily. Tour hosts, too. 

or the latest infor- 
mation, see your travel . 
agent, write or 

Icelandic Airlines toll Sek 
800-555-1212. Fares 


subject to change. 
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BP 
To: Icelandic Airlines 
630 Fifth Ave., N.Y., N.Y. 10020 
(212) 757-8585 
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Continued from page 30 
single daguerreotype of Edgar 


~ Allen Poe sold’for $9250 and was 


resold shortly thereafter for 
$38,000 
“Tt’s obscene,” comments Carl 
Siembab, whose well-known gal- 
lery on Newbury Street was one 
of the first in the country to sell 
photographs. “It’s funny that a 
high class flea market should 
suddenly give respect to an art 
form.” In 1964 Siembab sold in- 
dividual prints by Ansel Adams 
for $50. Five years ago their price 
was up to $250 and today they go 
for around $800. Although many 
agree that Adams is a great pho- 
tographer, the question emerges 
— has the price of his work and 
that of others hit an artificial 
peak because of ruthless collec- 
tors? After attending an auction 
in New York recently, Siembab 
said he felt that a lot of the 


’ pieces just weren’t worth the 


amounts fetched and that 
younger people, inexperienced in 
pricing, ended up establishing ir- 
rational prices. Granted, for 
some auction-goers the game of 
prices becomes more exciting 


' than the object bartered over. 


Not worrying about money, 
then, is the authentic if not 
pleasurable approach to photog- 
raphy. As Robert Taft wrote in 
his introduction to Photography 
and the American Scene, “It 
[photography] has recorded the 
past, educated our youth, and 
last but not least, it has given us 
the most popular form of amuse- 
ment ever devised.” 


The photography galleries in 
Boston are a tightly knit crew, 
careful not to crowd each other. 
Taken together they offer a wide 
variety of prints, especially in 
the contemporary $50 to $300 
category. Entering either Enjay, 
Panopticon, Carl Siembab’s or 
Vision Gallery, you'll find that 
they store prints on consign- 
ment, stock vintage acquisitions 
and all boast the means to ob- 
tain a print through an out-of- 
town gallery. Having been 
around the longest, Siembab’s 


’ offers a hodgepodge of goodies 


ranging from platinum prints by 
Weston ($2250) to. daguerreo- 
types of the dead (which Siem- 


bab pulls out of a black bag and — 


claims aren’t for sale) to a mix- 
ture of such well-known con- 
temporaries as Aaron Siskind, 
Paul Caponigro, Chester 
Michalik, Kipton Kumler, Ansel 
Adams, Car! Chiarenza and Paul 
Petricone. Siembab knows the 
trade from long experience and 
recalls that in 1959, when vin- 
tage prints hardly budged, he 
had 400 Westons and sold two for 
$50 each. ‘““Today I have two 
left,” he says. The black boxes 
behind Siembab’s chair, how- 


Imogen Cunningham by Donald Dietz — San Francisco, 1974 


ever, surely contain a wealth of 
other visions. 
Enjay Gallery of Photography 
can be found by following the 
iieeners out of Fenway Park — 
plop, onto Lansdowne Street. 
Sort of like a Tom and Jerry 
team, Tom and Leslie at Enjay 
endeavor to keep track of pho- 
tographers across the country, as 
well as their home brood, and as 


a result represent an interesting 


cross-section: George Tice, Em- 
met Gowin, George Krause, John 
Divola, Rosie Purcell and Harry 
Callahan, to name a few. Asked 
about -less well-known contem- 
porary photographers whose in- 


- dividual works usually sell for 


less than $150, Leslie com- 
mented: ‘You look for people 
who are working really hard and 
won't. fizzle out — the real 
artists.”’ She cited Chris Enos, a 
Mass. Foundation for Arts and 
Humanities fellowship recipient 
in photography last year, as 
someone who is “always chal- 
lenging and exploring new 
areas.” Enos, whose prints usu- 
ally sell for about $150, will be 
having a special sale at Enjay on 
Saturday, December 18th — 
prints at $10 to $50. For Christ- 
mas, Enjay offers gift certifi- 
cates for any amount and, like 
some other galleries, will sell on 
a “lay-away plan” (no interest 
due unless a purchaser is paying 
as little as a dollar a month). 
The Panopticon Gallery on 
Newbury Street emphasizes con- 
temporary work by relatively un- 
known photographers. Thanks to 
its recent major historical retro- 
spectives of such artists as Alfred 
Stieglitz and Alvin Langdon Co- 
burn, it also has accumulated 


_ vintage prints for sale (gravures 


$12-$300). Owner Tony 
Decaneas says the gallery’s 
policy includes lending out 
photographs on a rental basis. It 
also carries materials used in the 
preservation and presentation of 
photographs. 


Vision Gallery, also on New- 


bury Street, carries more than 
500 prints by internationally 
known photographers and 
others, such as Eugene Atijet, 
Florence Henri, Imogen Cun- 
ningham, Sil Labrot, Brassai, 
Edward Weston, Paul Strand, 
Bill Brandt and Andre Kertesz. 
They will soon enlarge their stor- 
age area in order to solicit more 
work on consignment, and by 
next month they’ll be represent- 
ing 48 local photographers. Brent 
Sikkema at Vision finds that as 
prices for established names in 
photography get higher, the dis- 
covery of impressive pictures by 
smaller names with more af- 
fordable prices becomes more at- 
tractive. Sikkema, who previ- 
ously worked at the Visual 
Studies Workshop in Rochester, 
is initiating a consultancy ser- 
vice at the gallery for private col- 
lectors, exhibitors, corporations 

Continued on page 36 
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Framers’ Workshop i is Santa's Workshop this month. 


If you'd like, to frame something special for under the tree, we can 


provide you with workshop:space, tools, materials, and profession- 
al advice. We will assist you in picking out the proper materials 
and assembling them. If you have a print, needlepoint, photograph 
or what-have-you, frame it yourself at Framers’ Workshop and save 
while having the satisfaction of giving a gift that you have fram- 


ed yourself. 


FRAMERS’ WORKSHOP 


200 Washington St., Brookline Village, 734-4995 
Mon.-Thur. 10 to 9. Fri.& Sat. 10 to 6. 


4 VI ED ID DOF 


There are several ways to stay warm 
in the winter: Dressing warmly in- 
volves not only covering the torso 
area with a thick layer of insulation, 
but also insulating the hands and 
oe especially one’s neck and 
hea 


DOWN provides a lightweight in- 
sulation for the backpacker or cross- 
country skier. An outer shell of 
65/35 polyester cotton blend is ad- 
visable when weight and stuff size 
are not a factor. 

Jackets $49.00 to $79.00 


Polarguard may be preferable for 

those concerned about reliability in 

wet weather, it does not absorb 

moisture and therefore retains its in- 
sulating value when wet. 

Jackets $29.00 to $75.00 

Vests $24.00 to $28.00 


Mitts $14.00 to $15.50 
Booties $16.50 


WOOL, worn as an inner layer or 
layers, also retains its insulating pro- 
perties when wet or damp. A looser 


worn next to the body to allow (the 
body) maximum breathability, but 
when the fabric may be exposed to 
possible snow and wind, a tightly 


woven oiled wool is an advantage. 


Backp acker’s Coun 


pach Back Country Shop) 


50 Boylston St. (Harvard Sq.) Cambridge 
Thurs. & Fri. til 9 Open 10am-6pm Mon.-Sat. 
Telephone TOURING (868-7464) 


Vests $27.50 to $37.50 


weave (fishnet) is advisable when 


Wool pants & knickers 

$6.25 to $34.95 

Sweaters $24.95 to $83.00 

Shirts $19.95 ¢ Hats $6.25 to $6.95 
Mittens and socks $3.50 to $12.95 


Exercise not only raises the body 
temperature, but also keeps one in 
good physical shape. 


CROSS COUNTRY SKIING al- 
lows one to stay warm (by setting 
a brisk pace) and, at the same time, 
enjoy being outside in the coldest 
weather. The sport is versatile 
enough to accommodate just about 
anyone from young children to 
racers and grandparents, from a 
slow walk to a fast run. 


BACKPACKERS’ COUNTRY 
has ski packages from $79.95 to 
$117.95 and rental fees $8.75 
weekend rate Thurs.-Mon. (ren- 
tal fee will be discounted from pack- 
age price.) Package price in- 
cludes Skiis, (Bonna, Trak, As- 
nes, Toppen,) three pin bindings 
(Troll, Trak, Rottefella), Tonkin 
bamboo poles with adjustable grip 
and the Sierra boot, a Swiss made 
boot with Porohide upper fusion 
molded to the sole. The Alpha sen- 


ior tourister or the Haugen Sun- 


fiord boots are also available. 
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1693 massachusetts avenue, cambridge, mass. 02138 


Fix Electronics 


154 Brighton Ave., Alliston - 782-2453 


The used Equipment Specialists 


We buy, sell and trade Stereo 
components, Color and B&W TV'S. 
Our expert repair facilities, 

aré the fastest in town. 


All Purchases & Repairs Guaranteed 


tween harvard and porter square 


open monday-friday 1Oam-7pm: saturday 


Beautiful 
imported Rattan 
natural finished 
Bamboo rocker 
with finely 
detailed back, add <Q 
up to a great buy. 


Ready to assemble. 


38 Everett St., Allston 
Mon.-Wed. 9:30-8 Phone 

Tues.-Thurs.-Fri.-Sat. 9:30-6 254-3344 
376 Cambrid 

zambridge st, aston ONY 
: Mon.-Tues.-Wed.-Sat. 9-6 


MCDONALDS \\ 


centers 


DO IT YOURSELF 
URETHANE FOAM 


Prime quality new. polyurethane 
foam. Firm, smooth, odorless, non- 
allergenic, mothproof and mildew 
resistant. For home, station wagon, 
trailer, boat and camper. 


For estimates on sizes and thickness 
to order, please send finished dimen- 


sions. 
Bench 24x75 7.00 8.75 11.50 
Cot 30x75 8.00 10.75 14.25 
Twin 39x75 10.00 14.00 18.50 
% 48x75 14.00 17.25 23. 


CUSTOM COVERING 
AND STITCHING 


NATIONAL FOAM 
& RUBBER CO., INC. 


394 Atiant's Ave., Boston 02214 
Tel one 542-7982 


ropper 
‘mitchell’s” 
croppers | 


con't See the Duck Run 


For Christmas ? 


| 
| | | 


| 
A typical scene at BOWL & BOARD, 
roaming through the endless selection of 
beautifully handcrafted housewares. Don’t 
know what to get your friends and relatives for 


Ghristmas? Come to BOWL & BOARD. See the 
Duck? He makes a great gift for only $2.50. 


: : More of Walnut, 
1063 Mass. Ave., Cambridge, 661-0350 Main St. Vineyard Haven, 693-9441 


at 


HANDCRAFTED HOUSEWARES FURNITURE « 
LEATHER RUGS FURS « CLOTHING PLANTS « 
AND JUST ABOUT EVERYTHING 

For instance: Wooden Utensils, Chopping Blocks, Handmade 
Pottery, Copperware, English Stoneware, Glassware, Bowls & 


Teak, Mahogany, Obeechi. 
140 N. St. Hingham, 749-5451 


‘PICTURE 


Continued from page 35 
and institutions. 

It could only cause dissension 
to try to enumerate the long list 
of up-and-coming photog- 
raphers in the region. Their rea- 
sonably priced work is steadily 
on display or kept on hand by 
many other photography places 
around town besides the gal- 
leries mentioned above. Places 
worth checking include the New 
England School of Photogra- 
phy; Prospect Street Photo Gal- 
lery; Project, Inc.; Photoworks; 
the Polaroid lobby at 549 Tech 
Square; Kiva Gallery on New- 
bury Street, and the MIT Crea- 
tive Photography Lab Gallery 
above the gymnasium on Mass. 
Ave. in Cambridge. 

Photographic Eye, overlook- 
ing Harvard Square, represents 
(for one) Donald Dietz, a Cam- 
bridge photographer whose work 
has been shown at Enjay, BU, 
Addison Gallery in Andover 
and Polaroid, among other 
places, and will be appearing 
this month in the Clarence Ken- 
nedy Gallery’s-SX-70 show as 
well as at Carl Siembab’s later in 
the year. Like many photog- 
raphers, Dietz tries to keep his 
prices down because he wants 
people to be able to buy his work. 
In the past six months, however, 
he has sold 30 prints of his por- 
trait of the late Imogen Cun- 
ningham and is considering rais- 
ing its price (presently $50 un- 
mounted) in order to better com- 
pensate for repeated hours spent 
in the darkroom. (A month ago, 
Judy Dater’s popular print of 
Imogen and Twinka rose from 
$150 to $250 for the same rea- 
son.) Rodger Kingston at The 
Eye is excited about Dietz and 
other local talent, and hopes 
people are starting to look at 
images and not just names. Be- 
sides its inventory of nearly 1000 
prints, The Eye has a select 
group of portfolios which sell for | 
$125 and up. Among these King- 
ston cites Arthur Tress’s port- 
folio (12 prints, $625), as work 
that is generating a great deal of 
enthusiasm. 

Come Christmas, some pho- 
tographers set up their own 
booths. Since December 4, Elsa 
Dorfman has reassumed her 
Saturday stance in front of Holy- 
oke Center, her trusty Star- 
Market shopping cart stacked 
high with her own original prints 
— a legitimate sidewalk enter- 
prise protected by the First 
Amendment’s phrase: ‘Works 
on paper.” For $5 and $20 a 
print, her photographs warm the 
icy pavements a touch. 

Not worrying about money 
shouldn’t exclude recognizing 
price differentials between 
prints. Simply because of the 
varying processes, color costs 
more than black-and-white; 
platinum prints (handmade 
paper) cost two to three times 
more than silver prints, and so 
forth. Larger sizes account for 
price hikes too — a rather ri- 
diculous and intriguing specula- 
tion. Although a larger print may 
cost, at most, a few dollars more 
to make than its smaller ver- 
sion; it’s apt to look suspicious if 
both sizes are marked the same 
price — a fallacy perhaps due to 
a photograph’s framed resem- 
blance to a painting and the fact 
that a larger painting usually 
costs the artist more time and ef- 
fort than a smaller creation 
(which isn’t as true in photog- 
raphy). 

Signed prints by leading pho- 
tographers are likely to cost more 
than their unsigned equiva- 
lents. Ferguson has never heard 
of a signed print of Alfred Stieg- 
litz’s “The Steerage’’ ($3000), 
but he guesses that if one exists 
it might go for $4500 or more. Fi- 
nally, prices rise to meet the 
favorite photographer or fa- 
vored image — favoritism, as 
this article has attempted to 
show, being the purchaser’s chief 


concern, if not duty. 


clothing 
5 women's 
| | 
4 
new! 
A Full 54x75 15.00 19.50 25.75 
| 
/ 
has no , 
\ 
sex 
( 
| | 
| 
| 
— 1722A Mass Ave, Camb 868 7848/ 
- 
Yl 
Wy 
| 
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Columbia Epic Records Tapes 


tocking Stuffers 


on 


BOZ SCAGGS 


including: 
It's Over/What Can | Say/Georgia 
Jump Street/Lowdown / Lido Shuffle 


including: 
if You Know What! Mean/Lady-Oh 
Don't Think...Feel/Stargazer 
Home Is A Wounded Heart 


Jeff Beck 
Wired 


Siu Wind/Come 
Head For Backstage Pass/Love Is Green 


Toys in the Attic 


Walk This More No More 
Toys In The Attic/Sweet Emotion 
You See Me Crying 


PC 33965 


~~ Series 698 — 3.99 
| oo Series 798 — 4.66 


Epic Series 898 — 5.66 


Messina 
THE FRIEND OF 


Angry Eyes|Vahevata/My Music 
Thinking Of You/Your Mama Don't Dance 


What in The Funk Do You See/Hold On 


WILD CHERRY BLUE OYSTER CULT 
AGENTS OF FORTUNE 


including: 
This Ain't The Surmmer Of Love 
(Don't Fear) The Reaper 
ETL (Extra Terrestial 
Sinful Love/Debbie Denise 


HAN TEDNUGENT 


Mind /Skin Tight Spider/People Music 


wx Musicland 
and 


BOSTON ALLSTON 
505 Washington St. 180 Harvard Ave. 
(Near Jordan Marsh) . (Near Macy's Liquor) 
KENMORE SQ. HARVARD SQ. 
18 Boylston St. 


522 Commonwealth Ave. 


(Boston) (Cambridge) 


THE JACKSONS 


Enjoy Thank tte 
Keep On Dancing/Show You The Way To Go 


PHOEBE SNOW 
IT LOOKS LIKE Phoede SNOW 
including: 
Stand Up On The Rock 


Autobiography (Shine, Shine, Shine) | 
Teach On Those/Fat Chance 


AStar ts Born 


including: 


Barbra Streisand 
Kris Kristofferson 


Love Theme From’ ‘A Star Is 


JS 34403 


HAROLD MELVIN 
& THE BLUE NOTES 


COLLECTORS’ ITEM 
All Their Greatest Hits: 
The Love | Lost/Bad Luck 
If You Don't Know Me By Now 


original 
sound track 
music from 
the film 

‘A Star Is Born” 


> 

- 

4 

SILK DEGREES including: 
& Roll Band 
| 
Ne 
vet & DYLAN’S 
GREATEST 
tt Not For You \ 
é 
4 
JANE OLIVOR 
FIRSTNIGHT 
Some Enchanted EveringfCome Softy Tb Me 
y 
‘ { 
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LITERARY 
BENDS 


For the coffee tables of America 


When all else fails, there’s al- 
ways books. You may never find 
that perfect tie; that just-for-you 
sport shirt; that tool; that house- 
hold accessory. Whatever it is 

* that whoever you’re shopping for 
cares about may cost a fortune 
— how can you be expected to 
provide someone with a railroad 
or a darkroom or a stamp collec- 
tion. Gifts are generally small 
items. 

Well whatever your target’s in- 
terests and however much they 
may cost, it’s a sure thing that 
somebody has at least written a 
book on the subject in question. 

What follows is not even sup- 
posed to cover all interests. You 
go do your own shopping. We 
don’t know your Aunt Mildred 
and we have no idea what she’s 
into this year. We do know that 
people buy books for kids at 
Christmas, and they buy art 


books and photography books. 
So here’s a brief compilation of 
some of the most recent works in 
those categories. 


ART 


AMERICA’S FORGOTTEN | 
ARCHITECTURE, by the Na- 
tional Trust for Historic Pre- 
servation, Tony P. Wrenn and 
Elizabeth D. Muliory, Panth- 
eon Books, 311 pp., illus., 
$20.00 (paper, $8.95). 


UNBUILT AMERICA: 
Forgotten Architecture in the 
United States from Thomas 
Jefferson to the Space Age, by 
Alison Sky and Michelle |= 
Stone; McGraw Hill; 320 pp., | 
illus., $14.95. 


It’s not easy to shop for an 
architect. For literary friends, 


Christmas in France from Christmas 100 Years Ago published by Sun 
Publishing Co., P.O. Box 4383, Albuquerque, NM, 87106. Copies $3.50 
plus 50-cents postage. 


Cy 
incenta, 
« 256 Commercial Street: 
Boston’s Historic Waterfront 
523-6666 3 
INVITES YOU TO 
, é THE MOST DELICIOUS C 
SUNDAY BRUNCH 
EGGS BENEDICT WITH SIDE ORDERS OF 
EGGS VINCENT GOODIES 
EGGS FLORENTINE CANADIAN BACON, 
2 TA 
» we SELECTION ALL SERVED WITH 
OF OMELETTES COMPLIMENTARY 
2 MOUTH-WATERING BLOODY MARY OR 
CREPES CHAMPAGNE COCKTAIL 
THE TRADITIONAL STEAK AND EGGS 


you buy books. For musicians, 
you buy records. But what do 
you buy for the connoisseur of 
fine architecture? A building? 

That, in fact, is just what the 
National Trust for Historic Pre- 
servation would recommend. 
Scattered throughout America 
are neglected but restorable 
shelters which any imaginative 
architect or planner would love 
to find under the parallel rule on 
Christmas morning. But if real 
estate is too expensive, the Trust 
has published America’s For- 
gotten Architecture, a compre- 
hensive catalogue of the should- 
be landmarks of our built en- 
vironment. 

Discovering America’s For- 
gotten Architecture is like find- 
ing a family photograph album 
you never knew existed. Care- 
fully ¢aptioned and beautifully 
arranged, the 475 black and 
white photographs — ranging in 
subject matter from Grand Cen- 
tral Station to an ornate Victor- 
ian privy — could speak for 
themselves. Fortunately (since 
the prints are on the dark side), 
they don’t have to. Woven 


mentary, complete with provo- 
cative questions and perceptual 
exercises designed to encourage 
comparison between the rich- 
ness of our “hidden inheri- 
tance”’ and the sterility of the 
oversized, out-of-scale buildings 
in which many of us live and 
work today. Like most photo- 
graph albums, this book encour- 
ages its readers to think again, to 
re-view, to remember what ar- 


chitecture should and must do to © 


nourish the creative eclecticism 
of the American spirit. 


So America’s Forgotten Archi- 
tecture puts nostalgia to good 
use. But it doesn’t stop here. The 
National Trust is an active, even 
militant group of people who are 
not content merely to document 
our nation’s fading beauty. This 
seeming coffee table book is real- 


throughout is a sensitive com- . 


ly a radical document in dis- . 


guise, with illustrated chapters 
literally devoted to nuts and 
bolts: methods of preservation, 
financial aspects, and even a full 
bibliography containing the 
names and addresses of preser- 
vation groups, funding sources 
and relevant publications. That 
this instructive propaganda is 
perfectly blended with the more 
immediate visual satisfaction af- 
forded by the book’s design is 
surely no accident. These pic- 
tures are meant not only to 
please, but to, persuade readers 
of the importance of our irre- 
placeable yet slowly disintegra- 
ting national treasures, which 
can exist not only as keepsakes, 


- but also as standards for modern 
- design. America’s Forgotten Ar- 


chitecture will not only make 
readers out of architects; it will 
make architects out of readers. 
And if the re-examination of our 
architectural past should lead to 
a reconsideration of our desig- 
nable future, this book will have 
helped to save more than Grand 
Central Station. 


If, as the National Trust 
laments, we have forgotten how 
to appreciate the value of the 
world we have built for our- 
selves, what about the world we 
have not built? Is it possible thet 
the history of unbuilt designs is 
even more interesting and valu- 
able than the record of con- 
struction, fraught as it must be 
with accident and compromise? 
If you know someone who likes to 
meditate upon things that never 
were, consider Unbuilt America. 


As authors Sky and Stone 
rightly suggest, ‘“‘unbuiltness”’ is 
not necessarily a negative value. 
Unbuilt plans are, for one thing, 
more widely available and po- 
tentially influential within the 
architecture profession than is 
any one immobile building. Like 
inspired music, art, and litera- 


ture, good design depends on - 


theory as well as practice, on 
freedom as well: as on cons- 
Continued on page 40 
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by D.C. Denison 
Every year, like ghosts of 


. Christmas past, little digest-size 


mail-order catalogs start arriv- 
ing. Unsolicited, unannounced, 
they work their way into your 
homes with promises that “You, 
ane. 
may already have 
won $50,000 in cold cash!” or 
“We are pleased to inform you 
that you are among the finalists 
in the “Win A Steak Dinner 
Every Sunday For A Month Con- 
test!” 

Chances are you’ve been 
throwing them out, and why 
not? It seems that they always 
carry the same assortment of 
money belts, six-fingered back 
scratchers, and moustache 
combs. But that is not exactly 
the case. Those people at the 
Sunset House are always think- 
ing and every Christmas the 
catalogs come up with a few new 
items — tributes to the Amer- 
ican imagination. This year, in 
the interest of those who are still 
shopping for the mythical man 
(or woman) who has everything, 
the Phoenix waded through the 
1976 mail order catalogs and se- 
lected fifteen of the newest gifts 
that we know you'll be able to do 
without. The descriptions are all 
quoted verbatim from the cata- 
logs. Remember: It’s still not too 
late to order; many of the mail- 
order houses accept phone or- 
ders and promise delivery with- 
in ten days. So from mail-order 
America to you: Merry Christ- 
mas! 


Giant walking insects 
Available from The Gallery, 
Amsterdam, N.Y. 12010. “If 
you’re a ‘bug’ about insects, 
these remarkably realistic look- 
ing precolored plastic and metal 


eight inch giants are for you! 


Powered by. a wind-up motor, 
these enlarged replicas of the 
Long Horn Beetle, Rhinoceros 
Beetle, Praying Mantis, and 
Stag Beetle will ‘come at you’ 
with dramatic action.” $4.00 
each. 


Pet pajamas 

Available from Miles Kim- 
ball, 41 West Eighth Avenue, 
Oshkosh, Wisconsin, 54901. “A 
precious way to pamper your be- 
loved pet and keep him snug and 


warm on chilly winter nights. 
The pajamas are soft red flannel 
with sleeves, a collar and white 
trim. Also for that elfin touch, 
there is a matching pompom- 
topped hat.” $4.98. 


Nude ice cubes 

Available from Sunset House, 
220 Sunset Building, Beverly 
Hills California, 90215. “Our ice 
cube tray turns out a bevy of four 
bountifully proportioned beau- 
ties that will give a real tang to 
drinks. What a sensational par- 
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THEM 
BANANA HARMONICA 


Twenty gifts that will scare your stockings off 


ty idea! Guaranteed to enliven 


“conversation. They’re cool cut- 


ies!” $1.29. 


Denture bunks. 
Available from Miles Kim- 
ball, 41 W. Eighth Ave. Osh- 


kosh, Wisconsin, 54901. “Put 
your choppers to bed in this 


-chuckle-provoking denture bunk 


set. It’s fashioned after bunk 
beds, Tabeled uppers and low- 


‘ers. Open-up blankets for easy 


insertion. and removal of den- 
tures.” $2.69. 


Melody phone 

Available from Holiday Gifts, 
7905 W. 44th Ave. Wheatridge, 
Colorado, 80033. “If the steak’s 
burning, just put the receiver in 
the Melody Phone Cradle. The 
music starts automatically when 
receiver is placed down. Plays 
three minutes of memorable mu- 
sic. Keeps your listeners happy 
while they wait. It’s new! Fun! 
Courteous! Choice of sixteen 
tunes: “Oh What a Beautiful 
Morning,” “Seventy-Six Trom- 
bones,’’ ‘‘Strangers in the 
Night,” etc.”’ $7.95. 


Cu-tees. 

Available from Holiday Gifts, 
7905 W. 44th Ave. Wheatridge 
Colo. 80033. “Shapely strong 


nude figurine golf t tees will ae 
his eye on the ball. A real gift for 
every golfer.” $2.69. 


Mouseguitar 


Available from Miles Kim- 


ball, 41 W. Eighth Ave., Osh- 
kosh, Wisconsin, 54901. “For 
Mickey Mouse fans everywhere. 
Children have a choice of strum- 
ming on the four strings to create 
their own tunes, or turning crank 
on the side to play a built in 
‘mousekemelody’ adorned 
with colorful Disney character 
designs.” $4.69. 


Talking toilet 

Available from Hanover 
House, Hanover Pa. 17331. “A 
great idea for parties! Fun gim- 
mick easily installs on throne. 
When guest sits down, a deep 


voice says “Hey! I’m working 
down here!” or “Move over, 
you're blocking the light!”’ or 


‘other zany remark. It’s laffs- 


ville.” $6.99. 
Sing-along radio. 


Available from . Hammacher 
Schlemmer, 3925 Skillman Ave., 
Long Island City, N.Y., N.Y. 
11109. “Now anyone can have a 
microphone to sing along with 
their favorite songs. The Sing- 
Along Radio is a brightly col- 
ored AM radio with microphone 
attached on a ten foot cord. Two- 
inch PM speaker allows singing 
with the radio. Lots of fun!” 
$19.95. 


Happy Hawaiian couple 


music box. 

Available from Spencer Gifts, 
Spencer building, Atlantic City, 
“Plays Hawaiian 


N.J. 08411. 


Wedding Song. Delightful, Re- 
volving.” $3.88. 


Cheeseburger radio. 

Available from the Game 
Room, P.O. Box 1816, Washing- 
ton, D.C. 20013. “Look out Mc- 
Donalds! This delectable five- 
inch hamburger -is served with 
everything — including a six- 
transistor, solid state AM radio. 
It’s low in calories, but high in 
tone quality.”” $12.95. 


Fireman ashtray. 

Available from Spencer Gifts, 
Spencer Building, Atlantic City, 
N.J. 08411. “Wee fireman puts 
out cigarettes with his own spe- 
cial technique! Place a lit cigar- 
ette on his ashtray. Soon heat 
from cigarette alerts cute fire- 
man to ‘come to the rescue’ with 
a stream of water, dowsing lit 
end! Great conversation piece. 
Each refill good for ten squirts.” 
$4.99. 


PIAEQ 


‘does the other. They just can’t 


to putter over the stove on Sun- 
day morning, have these to ac- 
knowledge his culinary genius. 
Printed with first names.”’ $2.75. 


Highball glasses. 

Available from the Game 
Room, P.O. Box 1816, Washing- 
ton,D.C. 20013. “Set of four 
glasses, each decorated with de- 
lectable centerfold model in ‘au 


Magnetic pigs. 

Available from Miles Kim- 
ball, 41 West Eighth Avenue, 
Oshkosh, Wisconsin. 54901. 
“Smiley little porkers ready to 
dance their way into the hearts 
of young tots everywhere. Each 
has a magnet concealed inside, 
and the minute one moves so 


bear to be apart.” $1.39. 


Praying hands music box. 
Available from Spencer Gifts, 

Spencer Building, Atlantic City, 

N.J. 08411. “Plays ‘The Lord’s 


naturel’ color. Clothed when dry 
— they strip to the buff when 
you add ice. Great conversation 
starters!” $6.95 


Donald Duck pencil sharp- 
ener, Mickey Mouse scis- 
sors. 

Available from Miles Kim- 
ball, 41 W. Eighth Avenue, Osh- 
kosh, Wisconsin. 54901. “For 
busy young artists and writers. 
= Tools that tots will be proud to 
Prayer.’ Designed to capture the use. Make assignments and art 
spirit of the song it plays ... classes fun!” Scissors 79-cents. 
looks like fine collectors item.” Pencil Sharpener 98-cents. 


35.50. . Comfy toilet seat. 

Banana harmonica. Available from Hanover 
Available from Foster House, House, Hanover, Pa. 17331. “A 

125 Foster Building, Peoria, Il. 

61632. “Looks like a yummy 

banana, but is really a genuine 

musical instrument. Bright yel- 


jyomuyesy 


touch of unabashed opulence for 
lovers of the good life. Super soft 
comfy toilet seat is made of 
heavy duty wet-look vinyl. Adds 
a touch of pizzazz to any ho-hum 
bathroom. Comes in avacado, 
a blue, gold, pink, and white.” 
$21.95. 


Rodney Dangerfield. 
Available from The Game 
Room, P.O. Box 1816, Washing- 
ton, D.C. 20013. ‘The lines that 
have made Rodney Dangerfield a 
top TV and nightclub come- 
dian. ‘I call up for the time and 
the record hangs up.’ ‘I used to 
play hide’n seek but nobody 
looked for me.’ ” $1.00. 1°) 


low plastic. Provides hours of en- 
tertainment.”’ $1.19. 


> His and her oven mitts. ~ 
Available from Miles Kim- 
ball, 41 West Eighth Avenue, 
Oshkosh, Wisconsin. 54901. “An 
amusing touch of togetherness 
for the kitchen. If husband likes 


J 
& 
= Sie 
‘ 
if 
a 
4 
U 


$20. Buys, page 38 
a Better Body. traint. Furthermore, architect- 


ural presentation is itself an art 

form that deserves more recog- 

d nition than it usually receives; 

If you'd prefer a firmer, cut adrift from an exclusive au- 

sexier body... dience of clients and contrac- 

our experts {0 at one of | tors, the documentation of build- 

t’s not a do-it-your- ings not yet or never to be built 

self thi you takes on an 

every inch of the wa Unbuilt America should appea 

withthe city’ to creative designers and dwel- 
can’t put into better 


on lers alike. 
we up our 
pe Il hang up 


But I’m not sure that it will. 
Organized alphabetically by de- 
Cut out 
flabbiness 


signer (or sometimes by firm, or 
< 
4 
for 290 
Vat 5 
UNLIMITED VISITS 


LIQUORS 


637 Beacon Street, Brooklin € 


Blue Nun 


sth 
with this coupon Valid thru 12/25/76 


school), these pages become use- 
less. to anyone who does not know 
who or what to look for. The sub- 
title is misleading, since the 
book follows no real chronology. 
In fact, it leaps unaccountably 
from Jefferson’s unsuccessful 
proposal for the President’s 
House to Raimand Abraham’s 
1973 design for a house with two 
horizons. The process of selec- 
tion is, moreover, a mystery. Ad- 
mittedly, the field of unbuilt de- 
signs is vast, and documenta- 
BIG BUY - MARTIGNETTI PLAZA tion is —_ difficult by recalci- 
7349255 HOURS: MON-FRL109,SAT.104 7349255 trant architects and sloppy rec- 
itorial choices were made for 
which the reader deserves ex- 
planation. Instead of establish- 
ing priorities, the Introduction 
creates categories: “simply not 
‘ carried out,” “not really inten- 
ded,” “pending,” “unfinished.” 
Finally, such reductive labeling 
is unhelpful and even mislead- 
ing. 
Reading Unbuilt America 
could have been like traveling 
through an. excellent museum 
exhibit, well catalogued, sensi- 
bly arranged and innovatively 
presented. Instead, it commits 
the imitative fallacy — about 
unbuilt America, it is an un- 
_written book. Yet, like unbuilt- 
ness, unwrittenness could pose a 
challenge to the imagination. I 
know an architect who is willing 
to consider buildings as they 
might have been designed, and 
books as they might have been 
written. He’ll enjoy Unbuilt 
America. In the meantime, I’ve 
given America’s Forgotten 
Architecture to myself. 
—Charlotte Renner 


PHOTOGRAPHY 


LINDA’S PICTURES by Lin- 
da McCartney, Alfred A. 
Knopf, 152 pp., $25. 


|Labatt’sBeer 99 


and 50 Ale case cont. 
24 11'2 oz. Ret. Bottles 


FIGURE CONTROL CLUB 
1668 SOLDIERS FIELD RD., BRIGHTON 


t 


Schlitz Beer ep 


Berman's has everything 
you need to make 
anything you want from 
leather. 

Call, Write, or Visit 
Berman's and discover 
the joys of buying 
leathercraft supplies 
“wholesale” 


24 12 oz. NR Bottles 
with this coupon 
Valid thru 12/25/76 | 


HeinikenBeer | 
NR bottles | 
with this coupon if 


Valid thru 12/25/76 


We reserve the right to limit quantities 


love it! 


Torget abot these Fileres 
basement ties ard \e9-a-matics 
ard give oft for istmas 
thats prachcal for a change. 


147 South St. 
Boston, Mass. 02111 


426-087 
be our cabinet fo SEND ONE frp A OUR 1977 ‘The question to ask about this 
COLOR MAIL ORDER CATALOG. DEPT. BP book is not whether Linda East- 

the eteveo bu Keem for . . = 
catching photographs of roc 

ble yet idols (she can), but whether her 


fforts d h del 
te Fit almost hardeover,snob-appeal market 
i ffort. Th 

any Va) vailable i wm white Dorothy Car ter po dollars, Now, I 

or chocolate in a box A Wonderful Gift! 

that wi [ | fit urder the tree. or even a handsome collection of 

‘Tov've seen it advertised for 
Up to SSO, At FAB. ifS yest 


photographs from the archives of 
Life Magazine, but to place Lin- 
da McCartney with such com- 
pany seems inappropriate. 


“ ° Perhaps Linda and the people 
5. at Knopf think the aging rock 
re and roll market can afford such a 

4 A y gift item as this. I could picture 


the book on the coffee tables of 
record company executives or in 
the living rooms of some of the 
rock personalities pictured here. 
But for the average rock con- 
sumer, who might be lucky 
enough to own a good stereo and 
who buys five records or so a 
month, ‘“Linda’s Pictures”’ 
would seem a pointless extrav- 


agance. 

The best (and the cheapest) 
way to appreciate the book is to 
spend ten or fifteen minutes with 
it as you browse through your 
favorite local bookstore. It’s not 
the kind of book you will want to 
return to again and again. 

So what was it that inspired 
someone to inflate the price to 
such a degree? Well, the book 
begins with an “in house” re- 

. Continued on page 42 
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BOOKS 


Continued from page 40 

view written by her husband; 
“The authoress, already a firm 
favourite of mine, scores with her 
first outing in print.” It’s nice 
that he cares. Following is seven 
pages of gushing, insipid text 
from Linda herself which tends 
to explain how she came to 
photograph all these famous be- 
ings (“Every time Murray the K 
had some big guest on his radio 
show they'd ring me up to come 
and shoot. No wonder. Cheap- 
est photographer in town. ‘She’s 
so keen you don’t have to: pay 
her!’ ’’) It was her enthusiasm, 
her good looks, her lack of money 
motive (who needs it, with back- 
ground like hers?) and her allur- 
ing personality that charmed the 
pants off her subjects. But des- 
pite her obvious and aggressive 
desire to be among the rock 
scene in the late sixties, she con- 


fesses she is insecure: “Some . 


people think I’m bold, you know. 
But in fact, I still haven’t 
reached the age when I’m taking 
pictures of Paul, when I say, “Do 
this, do that.” 

Her remembrances of speci- 
fic shooting sessions with vari- 
ous groups are whimsical and 
shed occasional light upon the 
resulting photos in the book, but 
often her prose is an excuse for 
namedropping; she perpetuates 


the myth of the glamour of life 
with the hip-chic. She down-~ 
plays her expertise’as a “‘profes- 
sional” and trained photogra- 
pher. 

“I never had the patience for 
that. I had to trust my feelings. 
Besides, I’m too lazy. But as it 
turned out, I got a lot of good 
shots and a lot of good assign- 
ments.... I could learn more 
about the mechanics of it, but 
even there — what are the me- 
chanics? I don’t ever use filters 
because | don’t know about 
them. That’s the only reason 
why. There’s the feeling, and the 
right reading — that’s all you 
really need to know; the right 
light and the feeling.” Linda’s 
remarks are edited from a long 
conversation she had with Pat- 
rick Watson. It reads clumsily 
but is pleasingly spontaneous. 
We learn that she mainly enjoys 
her life, and has included photo- 
graphs of many of her favorite 
people in this expensive but ex- 
tensive family album. 

Linda Eastman/McCartney 
will never emerge as one of this 
century’s great photographers, 
yet a few images in her book are 
memorable. Her black and white 
work is reproduced beautifully, 
and whoever did her prints 
should be credited as a fine tech- 
nician. Her color slide material 
lacks the same technical fin- 
esse, the reproduction is more 
muted and softly focused. 

Her images of the Beatles are 


cause of her access te and inti- 
macy with them. (“TI was always 
a bit embarrassed to take pic- 
tures of the Beatles profession- 
ally because I felt I would be us- 
ing Paul's friendship. So I used 
to take pictures and just sort of 
take them, not seriously. But I 
like them anyway.”’) Her shots of 
Mick Jagger do not rate well 
with some of Annie Leibovitz’s 
better takes. A great color shot of 
the Beach Boys (sitting at the 
feet of their guru, Maharishi) is 
one of Linda’s best pictures. 
She’s got an early vintage snap 
of Buffalo Springfield, an out- 
standing live black and white of 
B.B. King (Taken with a slow 
shutter speed, blurred acciden- 


tally but brilliantly), and a life © 


size blowup of Bob Dylan (dur- 


ing his straight, Johnny Cash pe- - 


riod), and an extensive group of 
photos of Jimi Hendrix. A clown- 
ing around Grateful Dead group 
photo is fun, and occasionally 
she mixes in her more “arty” 
photographs of objects or “real” 
people. 

Obviously, there is little con- 
sistency to her level of photo- 
graphic achievement. While cer- 
tain photographs stand as com- 
pelling portraits or striking com- 
positions, others are ordinary, 
dull and technically crude. The 
split is almost fifty-fifty, with 
gradations of revelatory merit on 
each side. The famous “rock 
star” pace of the book’s begin- 


saat notablé, but be-: 


ning is gradualty-mellawed 
down, so that by the end”we’re 
looking‘at all these domestic, bu- 
colic; snapshot glimpses into her 
life with Paul and children in the 
beautiful Scottish landscape. 
These somewhat amateurish 
photographs blown up to full size 
(which is almost 11 X 14) are a 
peeping Tom’s telescopic view of 
the intimacy of the McCartney 
household. And it isn’t, as one 
might suspect, all that interest- 
ing. 

The book’s overall design is 
lush. The thickness of the paper 
stock is almost unprecidented 
when compared to most photo- 
graphic books. Most photo- 
graphs are bled full page, and 
many are double-trucked, a 
technique employed here with 
diminishing returns. Though it’s 
not exactly tasteless, the whole 
affair comes off, nonetheless, as 


_a bit gaudy and self-indulgent. 


One must respect Linda Mc- 
Cartney for her courage. Very 


few people in the public eye get. 


criticized as often and cruelly as 
she. She’s the one who stole Paul 
away from the screaming teena- 
gers. Her contributions to Paul’s 
music are ridiculed, and she is 
blamed for Paul’s continuing de- 
cline into banality. And now she 
has the gall to publish a book of 
her photographs that sells for 
$25.00! And yet, Linda remains 
enthusiastic, happy, bubbly 
and self content, even self-con- 


GLEN ELLEN 
VERMONT 


A day of special enjoyment, a 
week of continuous fun or a whole 
season of everything you ski for... it's 
len Ellen. 


Discover one of the 
biggest mountains. 
From the base to the summit of 
4,083-foot Mount Ellen, you'll find our 
2,600-foot vertical drop on a with 
jor western areas. It's all 
ight from the top. And at 
Glen Ellen, chances are you'll ski 
further into spring. Our northeast 
exposure collects snow and holds it 
ong after other mountains turn green. 


Discover lifts and trails 
for everyone. 
Five lifts serve 36 trails so 
effectively that Glen Ellen's liftlines 
are delightfully short. From the top of 


all waiting for you at 


many m 
skiable. 


gratulatory. If she weren’t Lin- 


discover 
your 
mountain 


from 


each chairlift, a variety of trails 
provide a skiing for every 
ability level. Novices can even ski 

e summit, on the long, gentle 
slopes of the West Way trail. Yat wo 
experts challenge the Scotch Mist or 
Upper FIS trails, some of the steepest 


terrain in America. rt or novice, 
all trails lead back to the base lodge. 
Discover the value of a 


Glen Ellen winter vacation. 
Single, married or family, 
whether you're an occasional skier, 
a frequent weekender, or a ski 
vacationer, you'll appreciate the 
sensible rate structure at Glen Ellen. 
Special 2 and 3-day weekend 
tickets let you ski for less than most 
other area's mid-week prices. Or 
choose one of the special ski week 
packages: Economy, Standard or 


Holiday weeks. They all start 1:30 p.m. 
Sunday for five and a half days of fun, 
excitement and super-skiing. 
Complete, with daily lessons. For 
beginners, experts and racers. 

There's even a“Ski College” week 
designed to make you a skier's skier. 
Two intense ninety-minute lessons 
each day. After-class critiques - 
analyze your videotaped sessions 
and cover such topics as ski tuning, 
ski design and function, binding 
safety and more. 

Ski industry veteran Harvey 
Clifford, Glen Ellen's new owner- 
manager, brings to the area his long- 
standing reputation for providing 
first-class skiing and meticulous 
snow-grooming. 


Discover the resort area 
that has everything. 
Food, drink and friendly 
conversation abound at Glen Ellen’s 
base lodge and the mid-mountain 
Glen House Restaurant. Nearby, The 
Valley bustles with enough activity to 
keep skiers and non-skiers happy, 
day and night. Many fine sho 
restaurants, theaters, plus in oor 
tennis, paddle tennis, swimming, 
indoor horseback riding, soaring, 
flying... all convenient to lodgings 
that will suit your taste and budget. 

Whichever way you choose to go, 
banquet or burger, castle or comer, 
Glen Ellen's Lodging Bureau is read 
to help you, your family or group fin 
suitable accommodations. 


sl snow conditions call Glen Ellen direct, 24-hours, 802-496-3301. 


Discover how easy it is to get 
information and reservations for all these lodges by 
calling the Glen Ellen Lodging Bureau 


TOLL-FREE 800-451-5020 


during business hours 


as INN FOCUS INN 
THE A THE GAMBLE INN 
BAGATELLE SKI LODGE THE GARRISON 
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COLE'S MOTEL MADBUSH CHALET 


In New York City 212-757-4455. In Montreal 514-845-9840. 


To receive our attractive 1977 “Skiers Vacation Planner Calendar” and informative Glen Ellen mocdaene, 
mail the coupon, or write: Glen Ellen Resorts, Ltd., Dept. SE11, Waitsfield, Vermont 05673. 


g Glen Ellen Resorts, Ltd. : 

4 Waitsfield, Vermont 05673 1. 
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; My mountain. t 
Send me a skier's calendar 
QUITTNER’S STARK t and informative Glen Ellen brochures. © ‘ 
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TUCKER HILL Lopce 
City, State 


poem, 


1: if she 


“would want’ to buy the-book. I 
-think she might, to give as a 

Christmas gift to Yoko. 
—Peter Simon 


PHOTOGRAPHS by Emmet 
Gowin, Alfred A. Knopf, 102 
pp., $8.95. 


Some of us have been waiting 
for this book for four years. Em- 
met Gowin’s pictures have been 
displayed in small galleries and 
major museums across the coun- 
try since the late ’60s, but this 
book, Photographs, is his first 
published collection. 

Gowin is a photographer 
whose pictures defy explan- 
ation. His approach — his 
vision, if you’re boring enough to 
like that word — is utterly per- 
sonal, yet his pictures are so 
completely universal that the 
viewer can not help but suspect 
that if he only knew Gowin some 
great union would be revealed. 

We have something in com- 
mon — Emmet and we do — but 
it’s an ineffable something. His 
pictures evoke a lingering suspi- 
cion that he knows about us and 
the way we think about things — 
which is remarkable since the 
bulk of his work revolves around 
his family — more specifically 
his wife, Edith, and her family 
—_ and is set far away from the 
mainstreams in the shallow 
south, near where both Gowin 
and his wife were born in Dan- 
ville, Virginia. 

Having lived with this uneasi- 
ness about Gowin and his work 
since his pictures first went on 
tour, it is a welcome relief to see 
in Photographs that we have- 
en’t missed the intent of Go- 
win’s art. In a brief autobio- 
graphical essay at the end of his 
book, Gowin states that his pur- 
pose, from the begining, has 
been to produce pictures “so 
potent” that he need not say 
anything about them. A series of 
epigrams opens the collection: 

..Some speak of a return to na- 
ture, I wonder where they could 
have been” ‘(Frederick * Sont- 
mer); “For in the immediate 
world, everything is to be dis- 
cerned....without either dissec- 
tion into science, or digestion in- 
to art,.... And it is in these terms 
that I would tell you, at all lei- 
sure, and in all detail, whatever 
there is to tell: of where I am: of 
what I perceive” (James Agee). 

Something very important is 
operating here in Gowin’s pho- 
tography. Gowin applies a pri- 
mitive approach — family, na-— 
ture, common ground — to ev- 
erything he photographs, with a 
conscious intention to say some- 
thing more. In his pictures and 
in the bits of art philosophy 
quoted above, we have a justifi- 
cation for photography that is 
not commercial, not private, not 
abstract and not journalistic. 
The theory states that common 
elements can tell us everything. 
Some of the interpretation is on 
Gowin’s part. Some, as he points 
out in his essay, belongs to the 
model since most of his pictures 
were taken with a large camera 
on a tripod and the subjects were 
very aware that they were being 
photographed. (The rest, of 
course, is up to us. Remarkbly, 
this is a successful formula. 
While the viewer may by mysti- 
fied, he is never really lost or 
confused, because something is 
happening in these pictures — 
something caused by the way 
their content is presented. For 
the most part, these are posed 
pictures that look unposed. The 
exceptions include some of the 
less successful pictures in the 
collection). Gowin has photo- 
graphed details of human ex- 
pression, gesture, attitude and 
‘confrontation from familiar an- 
gles, and we recognize them. Lo- 
gically it would seem that this is 
not enough. But it is, and what- 
ever costume, contrivance or sit- 
uation Gowin or his models im- 
pose on a picture setup only adds 
context — the purposes come 
from the people we see there. 

Gowin claims that he does not 


Continued on page 44 
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got Christmas all tied up! 


GIVE the gift that keeps giving all year long. 


‘What could be better than giving subscriptions to the BOSTON 
PHOENIX to your friends this year. The ideal gift at these special 
Holiday rates. If we have your order by Wednesday, we'll mail the next 
issue! And we'll send a gift card in your name. 


GET a free soundtrack album* to 


THE NEWEST. 
PINKEST PANTHER 


UAC —GEOFFREY 


starring HERBERT LOM 
with COLIN BLAKELY - LEONARD ROSSITER - LESLEY-ANNE DOWN - Animation by RICHARD WILLIAMS STUDIO 


Music by HENRY MANCINI - Associate Producer TONY ADAMS -“come To Me” Sung by TOM JONES 
written by FRANK WALDMAN ana BLAKE EDWARDS 
Produced and Directed by BLAKE EDWARDS - Filmed in PANAVISION” COLOR by DeLuxe 


The Pink Panther 


Strikes Again 


opening 
Dec. 15th at the 


THE ALL-NEW 
ADVENTURES 
OF THE 
WORLD'S MOST 
BUMBLING 
DETECTIVE 


SORE WATER, WAY WOT BE SUITABLE FOR OME 


ORIGINAL MOTION PICTURE SOUNDTRACK ALBUM AND 
TAPE AVAILABLE ON UNITED ARTISTS BA RECORDS 


United Artists 


A Transamenca Company 


MATICK 1-2 
Liberty Tree Mall, Rt. 128 — Ex. 24 Rt. 9, Opp. Shoppers World 
777-1818 / 599-3122 653-5005 / 237-5840 


€HE2i 1-2-3 
Dalton opp Sheraton Bos 536-2870 


Get The Soundtrack 
free 


when you 
subscribe to 


he Boston 


SAVE: $2 on your first gift subscription 
and $4 on any additional gift subscriptions 


*Quantities Limited 


Please Send Me: 0 A one year 
subscription First Subscription to the 
Boston Phoenix for $14.00 

And a FREE Album 


+ New Subscription ¢ Renewal 

Gift Card From 

Start This Subscription .......... 
Mail To: The Subscription Dept. 

The Boston Phoenix, 100 Mass. Ave., Boston 
2215 12/14 - 


Please Send Me: ‘O Acne yea 
subscription First Gift ubscrpton to the 


Boston Phoenix for $12.00 — 


New Subscription Renewal 
Gift Card From 


Start This Subscription .......... 
Mail: To: The Subscription Dept. 

The Boston Phoenix, 100 Mass. Ave., Boston 
2215 12/14 


Please Send Me: (A one year 
subscription Second Gift Subscription to 


§ the Boston Phoenix for $10.00 


+ New Subscription + Renewal 
Gift Card From 

i Start This Subscription 
Mail To: The Subscription Dept. 


The Boston Phoenix, 100 Mass. Ave., Boston 
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Stoneham Camera Center 
69 Main St. Redstone Shopping Center, Stoneham, Mass. 02180 * 438- 3715-¢ Store Hours 9:90-8:30, Men. Thru 


plus 2 Unique 5-Year Warranty. . 
Here are the finest lenses in design, performance and 


300m 


Continued from page 42 
always know which are his suc- 
cessful negatives until long after 


they have been taken. He tells us 
that he is content to set the crea- 


value. They combine advanced optical design, hard- 
coated elements and precision construction to provide 
crisp color-corrected images of superb definition. 


Take your choice of 17 great automatic Formula 5 len- 
ses, from 24mm wide angle to 300mm telephoto and a 
group of multi-coated lenses, zoom lenses and zoom 
lenses with macro-focusing. 


All prices for Pentax mount. Also available for Nikon, Min- 
olta, Olympus OM-1, Konica, Canon FD, at slightly high- 
er prices. 


FORMULA 5 Automatic Lenses: 
Mfg. Sugg. Sale 
List Price 
28mm {/2.8 Auto Formula 5 9195 64.64 
35mm £/2.8 Auto Formula 5 7595 
135mm /2.8 Auto Formula 5 ...........ccscscecseeees 9595 99.95 
200mm £/3.5 Tele Formula’ 10795 76.76 
300mm f/5. Tele Formula 5 149.95 119.56 
FORMULA 5 Automatic Hi-Speed Multi-Coated 
24mm 1/2.5 Auto Formula 5 M.C. 179.95 134.76 
28mm f/2. Auto Formula 5 MC. 16795 1199.76 
39mm #/1.8 Auto Formula M.C. 119.95 88.76 
® ULA 5 Auto-Zoom Lenses 
Formula V° An Eye On The Future 0-85 mm #/3.5 Auto ZOOM.......-00..cce0ees-e0ees 185.95 129.76 
An Eye On The V, to 40-90 mm f/3.5 Auto Zoom M.C./M.F."* 309.95 199.76 
IS anxt 
Soon, a lot of people will be talking about Formula V. 75-205mm f/3.5 Auto Zoom Single Action........... 266.95 199. 
Layaways for Xmas © Passport & |.D. Pictures Médse. Bought Sold, 75.205mm 1/3.8 Auto ZOOM 19295 1939.76 
85-210mm /4.5 Auto ZOOM 17695 124.76 


Lawson 
Farms 
ice cream 


Our Famous 
ice Cream 
Cakes and Pies 
for the Holidays 
ORDER EARLY 


Watertown 924-9643 
Acton 263-9032 
Faneuil Hall 742-0888 


S-K 5-PIECE SPARK PLUG 
SOCKET SET 


CHILTON’S 
| AUTO REPAIR 


MANUAL 
any car easy. %'’ drive Chest storage, tool box 
reversible fatchet with ility, extra storage in 
6” extension. universal Step-by-step instructions on re- . 
Se” and 13/16" deep | pairing any part of any U:S. till. Drawers lock when lid 
car since 1970. 1128 pages, 2900 Sp 
Sugg. retail $30.79 illustrations Reg. $13.95 og $2650 deep. 
ONLY ONLY 
$14.99 $18.99 
CARQUEST MECHANICS’ 
FENDER COVER 
VISE-GRIP GIFT SET 
NATIONALLY ADVERTISED clean while 
pod TV, IN eo working on 
AZINES. 5°’ and ine. Drape 
10” locking pliers Make oil & filter changes, lube jobs 2 pos age to 
with curved jaws easy. No jack needed. 4500-Ib. capacity. protect 
built-in wire cutter upholstery. 
release lever 
List $9.95 
ONLY 


AT MOST:LOCATIONS SPECIAL PRICES GOOD ONLY AT PARTICIPATING CARQUEST AUTO PARTS STORES THRU DECEMBER 31. ALL ITEMS AVAILABLE AT MOST LOCATIONS, QUANTITIES ARE LIMITED 


CAR QUEST 


MERRIMACK, 
N.H. 424-2115 


Country Auto Parts, Inc. 
Rte. 3, Daniel Webster Hwy. 


MILFORD 
473-1185 


Alson Auto Parts, Inc. 
_89 Main Street 


NEEDHAM 
HEIGHTS 
444-3710 


Glynn Auto Parts 
886 Highland Avenue | 


NEWTON U/F 
964-2100 


Becker Auto Supply 

184 Oak Street 

NO. ATTLEBORO 
699-2651 


Glynn Auto Parts 
‘411 N. Washington Street 


NORWOOD 
762-0432 


Standard Auto Gear Co. 
1091 Washington Street 


QUINCY 
471-0300 


Mr. Auto Parts, Inc. 
499 Beale Street 


QUINCY 
773-5760 


Standard Auto Gear Co. 
671 Southern Artery 


ROCKLAND 
878-7555 


Bagnell Auto Supply 
247 Union Street 


STONEHAM 
438-4764 


ALLSTON/BOSTON BROCKTON DORCHESTER 
762-6 Co. Co 825-1 900 

236 Brighton Avenue 1560 Main Street 
ARLINGTON CAMB./ EAST BOSTON 
648-5830 : SOMERVILLE 567-2600 

BILLERICA 380 Beacon Street LOWELL 
667-5121 DORCHESTER 458-6881 
wou, ten” Supply, Inc. 282-2467 Bridge St. Auto Parts, Inc. 


Adams St. Auto Parts 401 Bridge Street 


786 Adams Street 


WE KNOW WHAT YOU MEAN WHEN YOU'RE TALKING PARTS. 


Quality Service, Inc. 
25 Franklin Street 


TEWKSBURY 
657-7410 


Tewksbury Motor Supply, Inc. 
2131 Main Street 


WATERTOWN 
924-8310 


Standard Auto Gear Co. 
41 North Beacon Street 


WINCHESTER 
729-1620 


Winchester Auto Parts 
959 Main Street 


tion of his photographs in mo- 
tion and, in effect, discover what 
he has accidentally said after the 
fact. He admits that in art — 
and certainly in photography — 
it is very possible for the artist to 
say something that he didn’t 
know, or that he didn’t know 
how to say. This is such a re- 
freshing statement in a world of 
photo-mystics and heavy heav- 
ies who are always harping on 
the inexplicable intentions of 
their “vision” that Gowin wins 
our vote for the Last Honest Art- 
ist Award. It-has been mention- 
ed before, but the key to suc- 
cessful expression is not always 
setting out to do something, but 
having the ability to recognize it 
when you’ve done it. 

Which is how Gowin’s photo- 
graphy works — how he is able to 
translate his family and his com- 
monplace realities into public 
statements that grab us, move us 
and ‘tick i in our minds. 

—Clif Garboden 


CHILDREN 


A VERY YOUNG DANCER by 
Jill Krementz, Alfred A. 
Knopf, $8.95. 

A little sugar coating, now and 
then, for the sake of either art or 
marketing, is excusable, and it’s 
nothing new for Jill Krementz'to 
straddle the line between what is 
really there and what people will 
look at. That’s all part of the 
business of photojournalism. 
Though you may associate her 
name with informal portraiture 
— she’s a bit of a high-class star- 
gazer whose photographs of lit- 
erary superstars grace thou- 
sands of dust jackets and ap- 
pear regularly on the pages of the 
New York Times — Krementz 
should not be dismissed as a soft 
journalist. She has seen enough 
of what is really there to know 
the difference (The Face of 
South Vietnam), and has 
learned to apply her wisdom pru- 
dently in her more recent work. 
After all, no publisher is going to 
rave over a portrait of one of its 
authors if the photographer 
stomps on reality too hard. The 
concept of acceptable public 
image inevitably comes into 
play, and it is to Krementz’s 
credit that her portraiture is less 
slick and less unreal (at least:in 
appearances) than your stan- 
dard pretty-boy promo picture 
stuff. 


With that in mind, it is easy to 
excuse the one thing that is 
wrong with A Very Young 
Dancer. The book is beautifully 
conceived and almost flawlessly 
executed. It follows the activi- 
ties of one Stephanie, a 10-year- 
old talent at George Balan- 
chine’s. School of American 
Ballet in New York City. We-see 
Stephanie‘ in practice, in re- 
hearsal, at home, with her danc- 
ing older sister, hobnobbing with 
the pros, and finally in audition 
for the company’s seasonal per- 
formance of The Nutcracker. 
She earns the role of Mary, the 
little girl who, for reasons never 
made clear in the production, is 
singled out to be whisked off to 
Land of Sweets (it’s in Pennsyl- 
vania). 

It is appropriate at this junc- 
tion to point out that A Very 
Young Dancer is a coffee-table 
book for kids — and for adults 
who will surely wax misty at the 
romantic ideal of Stephanie’s 
success and enjoy a little vicari- 
ous tickle by projecting their own 
glumping pre-adolescent prog- 
eny into her role. And as a piece 
of children’s photo-docu- 
mentary, this book is incredibly 
good. Krementz allows that part 
of her inspiration for the project 
was an outgrowth of having seen 

Continued on page 46 
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NEW ENGLAND'S 


MUFFLERS AND PIPES! 


THIS IS OUR GUARANTEE IN 


WRITING WHICH WE HAVE HAD SINCE 1959 


‘If for any reason your muffler or pipes that we have installed should need 
replacement, we will replace them FREE with no LABOR CHARGE. This 
guarantee covers: 


1. Manufacturing defects — Fully guaranteed against any and all production and 
assembly defects such as loose baffles, leaks, seam defects, etc. 


2. Rust-out — Fully guaranteed against any and all corrosion including blow out 
and internal or external rust-out. 


3. Road Hazard — Fully guaranteed against any and all accidental damage due to 
road conditions.” 


WITH NO OBLIGATION, WE WILL RAISE YOUR CAR, 
INSPECT IT AND GIVE YOU A FREE ESTIMATE. 


OUR GUARANTEE MEANS EXACTLY WHAT IT SAYS. 


* For as long as you own the car, applies to U.S. passenger cars only except corvettes. 
Foreign car muffler & pipes guaranteed for 1 year. 


SERVICING THE BOSTON AREA FOR OVER 17 YEARS © 


NEW 


BRAKE CENTERS 


Quality Specialists in Brakes and Wheel Alignment and Exhaust 


DORCHESTER “yr WALTHAM 
708 Columbia Road Official Mass. 703 Main Street 
Edward Everett Square Inspection AtMoody St) Opp 
1 Minute From Expressway _ Stations Waltham Savings Bank 


288-2200 


893-7753 


lf mother nature provided _we can. All the way 
to the top of Mt. Ascutney - one of New England's most 
_ challenging mountains. We can also provide for your lodg- 
ing by the weekend, ski vaca 
Mountain Village. 


Enjoy night skiing, entertainment, fine dining and a great 

ski school where lifts are plentiful and the = uncrowded 
Phone 484-7711 for reservations. 

140 from partiors 


BOOKS 


Continued from page 44 

The Nutcracker as a child arid 
having wondered about how the 
child performers got into the act. 
The book does answer that ques- 
tion, and it does present a be- 
lievable picture of a kid in real 
rehearsals and real auditions. 
The trouble is, even though the 
text (from Stephanie’s own 
mouth, we presume) makes note 
of the ardures and the disci- 
plines, the hurried back-stage 
dinners and strict ballet school 
rules, the book’s total impres- 
sion is idealized. 

Stephanie may be a star. She 
is certainly mature beyond her 
years and independent. But she 
is exceptional. And what 
Krementz doesn’t dwell upon is. 
the likely reality that Stephanie 
does more work than your 
average adult.. There is a stream 
of naivete running through the 
text. Everything is described as 
happening to Stephanie. She is 
modest, sweet, uncomplaining. 
She tells her ‘story as though it 
could happen to anyone. The 
hard work and physical punish- 
ment of learning to dance — not 
from some retired schoolteacher 


‘in a grade school gym, but from 


working professionals who apply 
professional standards to their 
lessons — is minimized. 

This fits the book into the tra- 
ditional mold of good children’s 
fiction — the outlandish and the 
unattainable presented in such a 
way that any dual-left-footed- 
fifth- grader can shine in Stepha- 
nie’s reflected glory. Which isn’t 
necessarily bad. Stephanie may 


be paying the price of fame even | 


in her tender years, but most of 
the snifflers who thumb through 
her story are never even going to 
come close to paying real dues, 
so there’s no harm done if they’re 
misled into pretending that they 
might make it to the stage by 
next: Christmas. 

To its credit, A Very Young 
Dancer isn’t total fiction. Omis- 
sions aside, the book teaches 
more about how Stephanie did 
become Mary that it is reason- 
able to expect, and Krementz’s 
talent for effective black-and- 
white photo documentary is ap- 
propriately applied throughout. 

— Clif Garboden 


PARDON ME, YOU’RE 
STEPPING ON MY EYE- 
BALL! by Paul Zindel, Harper 
& Row, 262 pp., $6.95, ages 12 
and up 


MAD MARTIN by Patricia 
Windsor, Harper & Row, 119 
pp, $5.95, ages 10 and up 


“Marsh” Mellow, fifteen-year- 
old student at Curtis-Lee High 
School, spent his class periods 
making lists of things he hated. 
First on his list was the school 
cafeteria ‘because the daily spe- 
cial smells like steamed sneak- 
ers smothered in sauteed fleas’’. 
Of course, Marsh has more pro- 
blems than just the cafeteria 
food, but Pardon Me, You're 
Stepping On My Eyeball! is not 
so serious a novel that it can’t 
open its eyes to the humorous 
side of life in high school. 

Pardon Me, You're Stepping 
On-My Eyeball! is the story of 
two teenagers, Marsh and his 
friend Edna Shinglebox, who 
have some adolescent problems 
— parents, school, love — and 
also some classic problems — 
death of a parent, insensitivity of 
friends and relatives, communi- 
cation barriers, personal hones- 
ty. Paul Zindel, the author, 
manages to interweave the ex- 
periences of two teenagers in 
their separate and united at- 
tempts to unburden themselves 


of the past and to take responsi- 


bility for their own lives. 

In the process, very funny and 
very accurate portrayals of nosy 
yet loving parents, alcoholic par- 
ents, a school psychologist and 
other students are interspersed 
with the development of the 
prime characters so that the 
world of suburban high school is 


accurately and imaginatively 
drawn. 

The plot revolves around 
Marsh’s determination to free 


his father from the mental insti- 


tution where Marsh says he is 
confined. Marsh befriends Edna 
Shinglebox, a fellow member of a 
group therapy class who has pro- 
blems of her own, and together 
with the aid of a pet raccoon that 
Marsh carries around in his coat 
pocket, the school psychologist, 
a gypsy fortune teller, and a lot 
of luck they manage to survive 
their respective crises. It is such 
a convincing story that even 
when it is all told, the reader is 
barely aware that he has been 
reading a morality tale of sorts 
with, if not an “and they all liv- 
ed happily everafter” ending, at 
least an encouraging and opti- 
mistic conclusion. Somehow, 
Edna’s problems with shyness 
and continual crying are on their 
way to being solved, and Marsh’s 
constant lying and his difficulti- 
es with his father’s disappear- 
ance have been directly con- 
fronted. 

Zindel, author of the hit play 
The Effect of Gamma Rays on 
Man-in-the-Moon Marigolds, 
has managed to focus this novel 
on adolescent issues without pa- 
tronizing or idealizing the youth 
culture. His major intent, be- 
yond telling a good story, is to 
educate, rather than to prosely- — 
tize — that there are teenagers in 
the world with severe problems 
who have been able, with a little 
help from their friends, to sur-. 
mount their difficulties. But the 
lesson is one that Zindel hand- 
les with care and sensitivity. 

In much the same way, Patri- 
cia Windsor has written a warm 
and gratifying novel, Mad Mar- 
tin, for a slightly younger aud- 
ience (ages 10 and up). Set in 
London — not a tourist’s Lon- 
don — it is the story of a boy’s 
journey of self-discovery into a 
world of feelings. Mad Martin, 
as he is called throughout® the 
book, is not really mad, he just 
sees the world a little different- 
ly. 

Mad Martin is forced to make — 
adjustments when his grand- 
father, with whom he lives, 
breaks his hip and goes into the 
hospital. Mad Martin had been 
suffering in silence the extreme 


_ indignities, insecurities and 


struggles of early adolescence. At 
school, he is kicked at will by the 
other boys; at home, his grand- 
father — his parents are dead — 
neither listens to him nor talks 
enough to answer his questions. 
But to Mad Martin these are the 
“usually usuals” until, during 
his grandfather's convalescence, 
he is taken in by the Crimp fam- 
ily, whereupon his world, both 
outside and in, changes radical- 
ly. 

At the Crimps there are new 
kinds of food, increased de- 
mands for cleanliness, lively con- 
versation, and, most important 
of all, new things called feelings. 
As Mad Martin adjusts to the 
habits of the Crimps, he learns 
that. the “usually usuals”’ of his 
former existence are not so usual 
and not so useful. Mad Martin 
eventually begins to try to 
understand what feelings are all 
about by questioning his new 
friend, Charlie Crimp, first 
about hate and then about love. 
He tries on these new emotions 
like new hats, but he has a hard 
time finding a proper fit. 

To his surprise, Mad Martin 
begins to develop new ideas 
about himself, his feelings, and 
what a home should be about. 
All of the conflicts that have 
been disturbing him come to the 
fore in a dramatic confrontation 
with some of the tormentors 
from his old school. Martin has 
changed. 

While Mad Martin does not 
have the breadth or maturity of 
vision, of Pardon Me, You're 
Stepping On My Eyeball’, it is a 
warm and compassionate book. 
It too attempts to dramatize the 
process of healthy adolescent 
growth, and can also be consi- 
dered a novel concerned with 
moral behavior. 


~—George Mercer 
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. 
Rt 44 Brownsville. Ve t 05037 Tel: 
(Take Exit 8, Interstate 91, go 6 miles west on Rt 44 ) 


Buy a Johnson Messenger 23-channel CB between 
October 10th and December 18th, 1976, and Johnson will 
provide you free rip-off insurance for the next 12 months. 


This new Johnson Theft Protection Plan could:save you a heap of money. 


First, you'll be able to take advantage of today’s rock-bottom clearance prices 
on these top-quality Johnson CBs: Messenger 123A, Messenger 123SJ, 
Messenger 130A, Messenger 132, Messenger 250, Messenger 323A and 
Messenger 191.” 


And second, you'll be protected in the event of a CB rip-off. 


Because if you buy a Johnson Messenger 23-channel CB anytime 

between October 10th and December 18th, 1976, you can sign up for the new 
Johnson CB Theft Protection Plan. Without paying any premium! And then 
—if your new Johnson is stolen during your first year of ownership — the 
transceiver will be replaced, subject to.a $29 insurance deductible charge, 
proof of purchase and a police report. Offer'good only in U.S.A. 


So, if you’ve been putting off the purchase of a CB because you’re worried 
about the rip-off problem, stop worrying and start enjoying. 


Join the great American adventure with Johnson, the automatic CB. We 
build in all the important control functions so you'll get that crisp, clean 
Johnson sound all day long without fussing with a lot of knobs and switches. 


C’mon in for a deal today and hit the road tomorrow with Johnson... 
the automatic CB. 


Johnson Messenger 123A 
23-Channel Transceiver 


@ Illuminated meter, channel 
selector 


@ Built-in automatic noise limiter 


@ Built-in speech compression for 
extra range 


, | | Tell them the Sheriff sent you! 


sound exchange 


1042 Beacon Street 
Brookline, Massachusetts 02146 
617 566-3900 
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has 


the one 


problem 


riced turntables. 


For under ‘200, you can now own 
the direct-drive PL-510. 


The best way to judge this new turntable is to pre- 
tend it costs about $100 more. Then see for yourself if 
its worth that kind of money. 

First. note the precision-machined look and feel of 
the PL-510. | 

The massive. die-cast. aluminum-alloy platter 
gives an immediate impression of quality. The strobe 
marks on the rim tell you that you don't have to 
worry about perfect accuracy of speed at either 334 
or 45 RPM. 

The S-shaped tone arm is made like a scientific 
instrument and seems to have practically no mass 
when you lift it off the arm rest. The controls are a 
‘sensuous delight to touch and are functionally grouped 
for one-handed operation. 

But the most expensive feature of the PL-510 is 
hidden under the platter. Direct drive. With a brush- 
less DC servo-controlled motor. The same as in the 
costliest turntables. | 

That’s why the rumble level is down to -60 dB by 
the super-stringent JIS standard. And that’s why the 
wow and flutter remain below 0.03%. You can't get 
performance like that with idler drive or even belt 


drive. The PL-510 is truly the inaudible component a 
turntable should be. 

Vibrations are damped out by the PL-5 10 double-. 
floating suspension. The base floats on rubber 
insulators inside the four feet. And the turntable 
chassis floats on springs suspended from the top panel 
of the base. Stylus hopping and tone arm skittering 
become virtually impossible. : 

But if all this won't persuade you to buy a high- 
priced turntable. even without the high price. Pioneer 
has three other new models for even less. 

The PL-117D for under $175? The PL-115D for 
under $125. And the amazing PL-112D for under 
SLOO? 

None of these has a rumble level above -50 dB 
(JIS). None of them has more wow and flutter 
than 0.07%. 

So it seems that Pioneer has also conquered the 
one big problem of low-priced turntables. 

The low performance. 

U.S. Pioneer Electronics Corp.. 75 Oxford Drive. 
Moonachie. New Jersey 07074. 


Y PIONEER 


Anyone can hear the difference. 


*For informational purposes only. The actual resale prices will be set by the individual Pioneer dealer at his option. | 
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The following is a list of authorized Pioneer 
Dealers: 


Auburn 
impulse 
Value House 


Boston 

Atlantis Sound 

Copley Camera 
Lafayette Radio 

Music Center of Boston 
Tech HiFi 


Tweeter. Etc. 


Brockton 
Tweeter. Etc. 
S&E Audio 
Persson Radio 


Burlington 
Lafayette Radio 
Value House 
Eardrum 


Cambridge . 
Atlantis Sound 
Tech HiFi 
Tweeter, Etc. 

A. Smith Div. of 


Wolf & Smith 
Eardrum 


Chelmsford 
Radio Shack 


Chestnut Hill 
Tweeter, Etc. 


Cohasset 
» Olde Colony Stereo 


Danvers 
Lafayette Radio 


Dartmouth 
Pina Audio 


Dedham 
Tape Place 
Tech HiFi 


Falmouth 
Harmony Hut 
Ortin’s Photo 


Fitchburg 
Fitchburg Music 


Framingham 
Atlantis Sound 
Tech HiFi 


Hanover 
Olde Colony Stereo 
Quantum Sound 


Haverhill 


Value House 


Lawrence 

Malco Electronics 
Lafayette Radio 
Leominster 
Electronic Werid 


Nantucket 
Grey Electronics 


Natick 
Lafayette Radio 


Needham ) 
You-Do-it 


No. Andover 
Radio Shack 


Peabody 
Atlantis Sound 


Quincy 
Oide Colony Stereo 
Standard TV 


David 8. Dean Co. 


MASSACHUSETTS 


Salem 
Highiand Sales 


Saugus 
Lafayette Radio 
Tech HiFi 


Stoneham 


Tech HiFi 


Weltham 
Tech HiFi 
Waltham Camera 


Watertown 
K&L Sound 


W. Bridgewater 
Tape Place ii 


West Roxbury 
Lafayette Radio 


Weymouth 
Suburban T.V. 


Worcester 
Atlantis Sound 
Leib Electronics 
_Tech HiFi 


NEW HAMPSHIRE 


Claremont 
Radio Shack 


Concord 
Lafayette Radio 


Dover 
Radio Shack 


Exeter 
Charles J. Haley Inc. 


Hanover 
Dartmouth Audio 


Keene 
Melody Shop- 
Radio Shack/Hew 


Laconia 
inner Ear 


Salem 
Radio Shack 
Cuomo’s 


Seabrook 
Radio Shack 


Manchester 
Lafayette Radio 
Bi-Rite Mdsers 


Nashua 
Tech HiFi 


Rochester 
Lafayette Radio 


Portsmouth 
Radio Shack 


RHODE ISLAND 


Bristol 
Deita HiF; 


Providence 

Lafayette Radio 

Apex 

Tech HiFi 

Impulse 

‘Twin City Music House 


Warwick 

Tech HiFi 

Apex 

impulse 
Lafayette Radio 


Ed's TV 


W. Warwick 
Joe's Stereo 


Westerly 
Lafayette Radio 
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FAT STOCKING 


by Larry Collins 

This year a million people 
bought component stereo sys- 
tems. So the odds are high that 
within, your circle of family and 
friends there are one or more 
people who would like nothing 
better than a holiday gift selec- 
ted from the vast assortment of 
audio components and accessor- 
ies. Here are some suggestions, 
by price class. 


Under $30 

The most attractive (and at 
the same time the riskiest) pleas- 
ure-giving adjunct to an audio 
system is a record or set of rec- 
ords. When you give a record you 
take the chance that the target of 


Discwasher and D3 fluid 


your gift may find the music un- 
interesting, the performance 
dull, or the sound quality offen- 
sive. So choose carefully — or 
better yet, find out what he or 
she really wants. After all, near- 
ly everyone wants more records 
than he or she can afford to buy, 
and many record collectors have 
a continually updated wish list. 

You needn’t confine your mu- 
sic-giving to records, though. If 
your recipient has a good cas- 
sette machine, note that high- 
quality Dolby-encoded stereo 
cassettes are available from such 
labels as Columbia, A&M, Lon- 
don, DGG, and Phillips. But the 
acknowledged leader in these 
pre-recorded cassettes is Ad- 
vent, whose CR-70 series are 
noteworthy not only for excel- 
lent technical quality but also 
for some of the most highly ac- 
claimed performances of Bach 
cantatas, Mahler symphonies, 
Joplin rags, Gershwin songs, 
Liszt etudes, and Renaissance 
ditties. 

Record care items: the better 
someone’s audio equipment is 


the more important good record’ 


care becomes, and record-care 
devices make up the largest class 
of accessories in a hi-fi store. The 
first rule of record care is to 
avoid cheap silicone-treated 


‘cloths and sprays, as they do 


more harm than good. The sec- 
ond rule, if you aren’t familiar 
with the individual merits of the 
many record-care items on the 
market, is to stick with three 
brands which have established a 
track record of producing de- 
vices which genuinely help and 
don’t have any adverse side ef- 
fects: Watts, Bib, and Disc- 
washer. 

Watts makes simple, utilitar- 
ian devices such as the Preener 
($5), the Dust Bug ($7), and the 
Parastat ($15), each of which is 
safe and effective. The Bib de- 
vices are similar but they tend to 
be prettier and more expensive. 
For example, the classic Watts 
Dust Bug brush costs about 50 
cents to manufacture, and it 
looks it (the remainder of its $7 
retail cost is accounted for by 


distribution and marketing 


A gift to the ears 


costs): The Bib Groove-Kleen 
costs a couple of dollars more, 
does the same job, but is 
chrome-plated and looks more at 
home on an expensive turn- 
table. ~ 

Currently the most widely re- 
spected reCord-cleaning device 
in the USA is the Discwasher, a 
brush which sells for $15 with its 
associated D-3 fluid. 

Velvet-like brushes are not the 
only devices useful for removing 
dust from grooves. With the Vac- 
O-Rec ($30) you can vacuum- 
clean your records! It actually 
works, if you are careful to keep 
its mohair brushes clean. 

There’s more to record care 
than removing dust from the 
grooves. For example, dry win- 
ter air causes ticks and pops due 
to static electricity to show up on 
the record surface. Record-clean- 
ing devices often are claimed to 
have anti-static properties, but 
the two most effective ways to 
combat static are to 1) humidify 
the air in and around the record 
player or 2) neutralize the static 
using the Zerostat ionization gun 
($25). 

The latest record-care fad is 
the $7 Sound Guard lubricant for 
the groove walls. It is not par- 
ticularly useful for the collector 
who has so many records that 
each disc is played only a few 
times each year. But for the per- 


son who has a few favorite re- - 


cords that are played often, the 
Sound Guard lubricant (if 
rubbed into the grooves very 
thoroughly in accordance with 
the directions supplied) can help 
records to sound mint-fresh des- 
pite frequent play. 

Regardless of how well you 


The Vac-O-Rec 

care for your records, some dirt 
and goo inevitably accumulate 
on the phono pickup’s stylus tip, 
degrading its tracking ability. 
Discwasher makes a handy $6 
stylus brush which is equipped 
with a magnifying mirror to help 
examine the stylus assem- 

y. 

Some record manufacturers 


Realistic’s tape-head cleaner 


economize by supplying only 
plain-paper inner sleeves in their 
record jackets. So an audiophile 
who treasures his records will be 
happy to replace the paper 
sleeves with good plastic-lined, 
stiff-paper inner sleeves, avail- 
able from Lafayette, Radio 
Shack, and some record shops 
for about $2 per dozen. 

Another way to care for re- 
cords is to store them properly, 
i.e., vertically, in appropriate 
cabinets. If you stack records flat 
or leave them leaning against a 
wall, they may warp. At Brad- 
lees you can find a very good, at- 
tractive “LP-140” wood record 
cabinet for $13, and it is des- 
igned so that several of them can 
be stacked to hold large record 
collections. 

Finally, the most important 
way to care for records is to play 
them with an unworn diamond 
stylus. The groove on a typical 
record is over one thousand feet 
long, so even diamond styli wear 
out after playing a few hundred 
record sides. A worn stylus 
grinds up the music in the groove 
and also adds distortion to the 
sound. So if your favorite audio- 
phile’s phono pickup hasn’t had 
a new stylus assembly in a year 
or more, find out the exact name 
and model number of the pick- 
up cartridge and buy him or her 
a new stylus assembly. If the 
pickup is more than three or four 
years old, an even better bet is to 
replace the entire cartridge with 
a newer model having improved 

Continued on page 50 
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performance. In a budget sys- 
tem containing a. $50-to-$100 
record player, for about $15 an 
Audio-Technica AT-11 (discon- 
tinued but still available in 
stores) or a Pickering XV-15/350 
will provide good sound at a 
tracking force of 2.5 grams. In 
high-class stereo systems with 
over-$100 turntables, the Shure 
M95ED pickup (available from 
some stores for under $30) pro- 
vides a level of performance that 
is difficult to distinguish from 
Shure’s famed top-of-the-line V- 
15/11. 

Of course, in most systems the 
record player is installed in the 
same room with the speakers, 
and some of the vibrations pro- 
duced by the speakers get back 
to the turntable. This “‘acoustic 
feedback” muddies the bass res- 
ponse of the system — or worse. 
The susceptibility of most turn- 
tables to such vibration can be 
substantially decreased by plac- 
ing the turntable on a com- 
pliant support. Two good ones 
have recently appeared on the 
market: the Audio-Technica AT- 
605 ($25), a set of four compli- 
ant feet which you place under 
the four corners of your turn- 
table base, and the Netronics 
sub-base (available for $17.50 
postpaid by mail from Netro- 


nies, Route 6, Bethel, Conn. 
96801)... The latter isan attrac- |- 


“tivetow-profile™ wood platform 
with compliant feet already in- 
stalled. 

For the owner of a tape.ma- 
chine, there are several things 
which make fine gifts. For ex- 


“ample, one of the facts of life 


about recorders is that when- 
ever a tape is recorded or played 
back a little bit of the oxide rubs 
off onto each surface the tape 
touches — heads, capstan, 
pinch-roller, etc., making reg- 


-ular cleaning a necessity for con- 


tinued good sound. Reputable 
head cleaning fluids (Ampex) 
and sprays (Nortronics QM-3) 
are available, but the best such 
cleaning solution I know of is Ra- 
dio Shack’s #44-1011 ($1.49 for a 
three-ounce spray can). Beware, 
however, of Radio Shack’s silly 
instructions wastefully suggest- 
ing that the solution be sprayed 
continuously at the recorder’s 
heads for 20 seconds to flush 
away dirt; the sensible ap- 
proach is to use a one-second 
squirt of the spray to moisten a 
Q-tip, then scrub the ‘heads 
clean with the damp swab. 
Tapes (whether open-reel, car- 
tridge, or cassette) present the 
same storage problem as records 
do, so a storage cabinet is al- 
ways a welcome gift. Many good 
ones are available. For most 
people the problem becomes es- 
pecially acute with cassettes, 
which are so compact and light- 


weight that they tend to be left 
lying around everywhere. Royal 
Sound’s Add & Stack modules 
represent one of the more inex- 
pensive and attractive solu- 
tions. (Incidentally, be careful 
never to place any tape on a 
loudspeaker cabinet or on an 
amplifier or receiver. Loud- 
speakers and amplifier power 
transformers both have mag- 
netic fields that can dull the re- 
corded sound on the tape.) 
Tape recorders are complex 
devices that require occasional 
servicing in order to maintain 
good performance. Moreover, if 
flat frequency response is de- 
sired, the bias and equalization 
of the recorder should be ad- 
justed to match the particular 
brand and type of tape used on 
the machine. This is especially 


important in cassette decks em- _ 


The Advent Model 400 
ploying Dolby noise reduction.: 


So a nice gift for a tape-machine 
user would be a pre-paid tuneup 
at a qualified service shop. Thir- 
ty dollars will just about cover 
the cost of a general lubrication, 
cleaning, alignment, and re- 
biasing of a recorder, assuming 
that no serious repairs are 
needed. (The most likely one for 
a frequently used tape recorder 
would be a head replacement, 
which typically might cost an- 


‘other $30.) 


$30 to $100 

How loud does your stereo sys- 
tem play? How loud is live 
music? Do you play the stereo 
system louder or softer than live 
concerts? These are some of the 
questions which can be investi- 
gated with the aid of a dandy 
tool called a ‘‘sound level meter” 


Come and wrap the sounds around you. 


Bp nonsiy A nice one is available 
from ADC/BSR 


dealers for $60 
same unit" was formerly” 


available from Radio Shack); 


You can also use the meter to 


measure the noise levels that you 
are exposed to in subways, in 
‘traffic on the highway, or in a 
factory — an experiment which 
just might induce you to get in- 
to the habit of wearing ear plugs 
to protect your precious hear- 
ing. Incidentally, some people 
use an SLM, together with a test 
record and a graphic equalizer, 
to adjust the output oftheir 
stereo system for flat response 
(attempting to correct for im- 
perfections in the speakers and 
the room acoustics). Unfortu- 
nately, that is one of those ideas 
which look good on paper but 
usually turn out to be difficult 
and disappointing in practice. 
An SLM is best used for mea- 
suring loudness levels, not fre- 
quency response. 

People who take tape record- 
ing seriously seldom buy a sin- 
gle cassette or reel of tape; in- 
stead, they buy by the case. 
There are at least two good reas- 
ons for this. One is price: tapes,” 
like many other things in life, are 
cheaper by the dozen. The other 
reason is uniformity of perform- 
ance. If the recorder’s bias has 
been carefully adjusted.to elicit - 
flattest response from a particu- 
lar tape, you don’t want the next 
sample of tape to produite a 
bright or dull recording. Usually 
there is a high probability that 
the 10 or 12 tapes in a case will 
be more nearly identical,in per- 
formance than an equal number 
of tapes bought separately. So a” 
case of your tape freak’s favorite 
brand and oxide makes a fine 
gift 


For cassette recording enthu- 
siasts the good news is that gen- 
uine advances are taking place in 
the manufacture of tape form- 
ulations. For several years chro- — 
mium-dioxide (CrO2) cassettes 
by Advent and other suppliers 


for 


best recording quality. Iron-ox- 
ide tape manufacturers have re- 
peatedly tried, and repeatedly 
failed, to come up with a tape 
formulation that would equal or 
excel the performance of chro- 
mium-dioxide. (These failures 
were sometimes accompanied by 
unsubstantiated rumors about 
excessive head wear or other al- 
leged faults of CrO2 tape.) Now, 
at last, the iron-oxide manufac- 
turers are succeeding. 

Two new cassette tape form- 
ulations, Fuji FX and Maxell 
UDXL Type I, offer lower dis- 
tortion at average recording lev- 
els and higher “headroom” (the 
capacity to absorb strong sig- 
nals) at bass and midrange fre- 
quencies than chrome or any 
other type of tape that I know of, 
making them ideal for recording 
the bass-rich sound of a pipe or- 
gan or rock band with a heavy 
beat. Another new formulation, 
Maxell UDXL Type II, is de- 
signed to replace chromium- 
dioxide in recorders whose bias 
and equalization are set for 
Cr02; the UDXL/II offers the ex- 
tended high-frequency sensitiv- 
ity and noise-reduction benefits 
of CrO2 together with better dis- 
tortion and headroom charac- 
teristics at low and middle fre- 
quencies. Progress does not come 
cheaply, alas: you can expect to 
pay in the neighborhood of $50 
for a case of 10 of the new cas- 
settes in C-90 length. So Advent 
chromium-dioxide C-90s con- 
tinue to be a good investment at 
their slightly less exalted price 


‘| (about $40/dozen). 


If your chosen recipient has a 
turntable worth over $150, per- 
haps the right gift is a new pho- 
no pickup cartridge. Dramatic 
improvements have been made 
in recent years in the “tracking 
ability” of phono cartridges — 
their ability to reproduce the 
loudest cuts on a record with low 
distortion. Although the Shure 
V15/III ($60) is known for this 
ability best, other pickups have 


Continued on page 52 
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There once was a time that this discerning listener would have never 
tolerated an automatic changer in his precious music system. That was 
yesterday. Today the convenience of multiple play no longer means a sacrifice in sound fidelity. 
: It's taken Garrard over 50 years to change this man’s thinking, and more than half a century of 

, experience in making turntables to design the new GT 55. It’s a fully automatic record changer | 
that lets him sit back and be comfortably critical— record after record, after record. 


: The Garrard GT55 is a revolutionary concept put into practical application. A unique DC Servo 
Motor is used to monitor a reference signal, and to consistently deliver an impressive 0.05% 
wow and flutter. A true-tangent magnesium tonearm provides minimal record wear and the 
; lowest possible tracking error with an offset arm. The belt drive transport engages a dynamically 
balanced four pound platter which maintains accurate speed throughout rotation. The silence 

of operation isthe result of precise assemblyand exacting standards, forwhich Garrard is renown. 


New GT-55 Available At: 


K&L Sound Service Tech Hi-Fi Olde Colony Stereo 


75 No. Beacon St. . Rte. 53 Farmers Market 
Watertown, Ma. Hanover, Ma. 
175 Main St. 182 | Massac husetts Ave., at M.I.T. Rt. T. Northbound, Augustine's Plaza 127 Smith Place 
240A Newbury St., near the Pru SO Worcester Hgwy. (Rt. 9, East) _ (closed-door showroom 
$50 Providence Hgwy. (Route 1, Northbound) 279 Main Street admittance limited to 
. 464 Washington St., corner of So. Artery Hanover Plaza (Fis. 53 & 139) Brands Mart Card Holders 


Brockton i 
375 No. Montello St. (Rt. 28) 870 Commonwealth Ave. or College 1.D.’s) 
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Continued from page 50 
appeared with similarly excel- 
lent tracking, for instance, the 
Ortofon VMS-20E ($60), the 
Empire 2000Z ($100), and the 
Micro-Acoustics 2002e ($100). 
Each of these of course has a 
slightly different characteristic 
sound quality, and each will per- 
form at its best in a correctly ad- 
justed, low-mass, low-friction 
tone arm. 

Whether our music comes 
from discs or tape, we usually lis- 
ten to it via loudspeakers. But 
there’s another way to listen, one 


‘which gives a completely differ- | 


ent perspective on the sound: 
stereo headphones. “Ear speak- 
ers,” as one manufacturer calls 
them, give the listener a super- 
wide stereo image with bigger- 
than-life spaciousness, and bring 
out many details in the sound 
which are missed when using 
loudspeakers. Good-quality ster- 
eo headphones range in price 
from $30 to over $100, and in 
sonic personality just as loud- 
speakers do, from brilliant and 
airy to bass-rich and mellow, 
from sharply focused to smooth 
and soft-sounding. Wearing 
comfort is also an important fac- 
or, especially when giving head- 
phones as a gift; headphones 
vary in construction, weight, and 
characteristic “feel.” As for 


choices, just two brands — Senn- 
heiser and Koss — outsell all 
others combined. but widely re- 


epected models are made by. 


some other manufacturers such 
as AKG, Yamaha, Pioneer, 
Superex, and Audio-Technica. 


Over $100 . 
Perhaps the ultimate in sy- 
baritic headphone pleasure is to 


be able to listen freely to head- 
phones without being tied to the 
amplifier with a restrictive um- 
bilical/electrical cord. Senn- 
heiser and Beyer have now made 
this freedom possible, with wire- 
less headphone systems costing 
$150 to $200. They are available 
n both mono (for TV listening) 
and stereo versions. They oper- 
ate via infrared light. Your am- 


plifier is connected to a broad- 
casting module containing a row 
of lights which fill the room with 
infrared light (at a harmless lev- 
el); the audio signal modulates 
the infrared light in the same 
way that radio broadcasts are ac- 
complished. On the headphone 
are detectors sensitive to the in- 
frared radiation, which is then 
demodulated to reproduce the 


AND FURTHERMORE... 


In case you either have 
friends with oversize Christ- 
mas stockings or have more 
friends than can be “gifted” (to 
use ad jargon) from the pre- 
ceding, here are some further 
hi-fi products that you might 
want to check out while you’re 
shopping. 

For reel-to-reel enthusiasts 
without any particular bias, 
high-quality tape is available in 
a variety of formulations 
(lengths, thicknesses, re- 


sponse) and price ranges, from - 


TDK, BASF, 3M (Scotch) and 
Memorex. A uniquely comfort- 
able headphone set — one that 
snuggles over your head and 
ears like some fancy winter hat, 
being covered with soft high- 
pile acrylic — can be had from 
the Hear-Muff company in the 
form of their HM-4000 Super- 
muffs (less than $38). More 


traditional styling may be 
found in Hear-Muffs’ PM-2C 
Promuff (less than $55) as well 
as in Royal Sound’s HP-60 
headphones (less than $75). 

Alternative record-care prod- 
ucts that would make appro- 
priate presents for discophiles 
include Recoton’s RBM-9 
“Total Magic” kit (less than 
$16), which seems to contain 
just about everything you need, 
and their RBM-8 (less than 
$7.50), which comprises a re- 
volving pad and a quantity of 
anit-static cleaning solution. 
Also worth considering is 
Honan Enterprises’ Clean 
Sweep. 

The venerable Stanton 
corporation has been making 
excellent phono cartridges for 
years; the reason one hears 
little new hoopla about them is 
that what they do is.refine and 


improve known quantities — 
their 500 and 681. series — 
rather than introduce brand- 
new products. If cartridges are 
what you’re shopping for, Stan- 
ton should be checked out for 
sure. The 500 series is the less 
expensive; the 681 series is the 
top of their line and for many 
the standard. 

Two off-beat gifts would bea 
set of new speaker grill foam 
covers in a range of colors to 
match your recipient’s room 
decor — in case he or she ei- 
ther doesn’t care for what 
originally came with the speak- 
er, or the cat has clawed it up 
— available from Scott Foam 
Grills; and; rather more dear, 
the Olympus Micro-Cassette, 
whose petite size would make it 
ideal for a friend who’s a 
journalist or, perhaps, a secret 
agent. —Richard White 


NOT TOO LONG AGO, 


TDK SA, the cassette proven to outsound 
chrome and the tapes that tried surpassing chrome. 
Chrome was a big step forward. It provided 
the best S/N and superior high-end. But it hada 
few disadvantages. 
Now TDK SA (Super Avilyn) has stepped 
past chrome. It offers better high-end with excel- 
lent low and mid rangé response, and greatly 
reduced abrasiveness. It’s just about distortion-free. 
How? For years the solution eluded chemical 
engineers. Until TDK developed the particle it 
called AVILYN. 
TDK has provided the optimal density “. 
the cobalt ion and combined it with pure gamma 
ferric oxide in a unique process that’s different 
from other cobalt-treated tapes. SA is the world’s 
only non-chrome tape that can take full ad vantage 
of CrO.’s bias/equalization settings. That gives 
you the advantage of the high-end noise reduction 
properties of chrome 
playback equalization. 
TDK Electronics Corp., 


755 Eastgate Blvd., . 


Garden City, N.Y. 11530. 


Also available in Canada. 


DK. 


Wait till you hear 


what you’ve been missing. 


audio signal. 
For the person who seilly loves 
music a conventional stereo sys- 


tem can be too confining. There 


are many places (bedroom, kit- 
chen, office) where it would be 
nice to have music but where the 
expense and complexity of a full- 
scale stereo component system is 
not justified. For these places an 
ideal solution is the Advent 400, 
($140), a miniature high-quality 
mono FM receiver packaged 
with a good speaker system. (If it 
didn’t have such fine sound 
quality the 400 would be called a 
radio.) The sensitivity and selec- 
tivity of its FM tuner are as- 
tonishing, permitting the user to 
take full advantage of the di- 
verse wealth of good FM broad- 
casting in the Boston area. (In- 
cidentally, an auxiliary input is 
supplied in case you want to add 
a tape recorder or a pre-ampli- 


. fied phono turntable or a pre- 


amplified PA microphone.) 

For even more mobility with 
music, the next step is to wire up 
the automobile for stereo sound. 


‘By consensus the best buy in FM 


car stereo is Pioneer’s Super- 
tuner ($150 plus speakers and in- 
stallation), available either as 
the KP-500 with stereo cassette 
player included or as the KP-900 
with eight-track cartridge play- 
er. Unfortunately, all conven- 
tional car radio and stereo units 
(including these) are limited to a. 
maximum power output of a 
couple of watts per channel, re- 
sulting in a slightly strained 
sound. So the next step is to add 
the Pioneer AD-304 power am- 
plifier ($70), which scales up the 
power by a factor of five or 10. 

If your favorite audiophile al- 
ready has a good stereo system 
(or a CB unit) in the car, per- 
haps the most appropriate gift is 
a theft- insurance policy to’ re- 
place the equipment when it gets 
ripped off. Most standard auto 
insurance policies these days 
specifically exclude stereo and 
CB units from coverage. — 

Have’ you noticed that at a 
concert the loud parts are lou- 
der and the soft parts sound sof- 
ter than on records? This is be- 
cause the dynamic range of mu- 
sic usually is ‘“compressed”’ elec- 
tronically when it is put on re- 
cord, and often it is compressed 
more when broadcast. The de- 
vice that undoes the compres- 
sion and restores the dynamic 
punch to recorded music is 
called a dynamic processor. 
There are two good ones avail- 
able for about $150 to $175: the 
DBX 117 and the Pioneer RG-1. 
Though both will work with all 
types of music, the DBX tends to 
be better suited to classical mu- 
sic recordings and the RG-1 is at 
its best with pop and rock re- 
cords and broadcasts. 

For the audiophile with a very 
large stocking to stuff, try a 
graphic equalizer. In the last 
couple of years, equalizers have 
become the most popular stereo 
system accessory. Essentially 
highly sophisticated tone con- 
trols, they give -the listener a 
flexible means of adjusting the 
sound to taste. Three of the best 
are the MXR ($200), the Pion- 
eer SG-9500 ($250), and the 
Soundcraftsmen 2212 ($300). 

Finally, perhaps the ultimate 
stocking stuffer is a device de- 
signed to make a small acoustic 
space (a living room) sound like 
a large acoustic space (a concert 
hall). The device, called a “time- 
delay’ system, costs about $600. 
Two brands are available now 
(Audio/Pulse and Sound Con- 
cepts) and others will be ap- 
pearing in years to come. To the 
basic price add another $200- 
$300 for the second stereo am- 
plifier and extra speakers needed 
to make the system work, and 
the result is a sonic experience 
that comes closest to the feeling 
of being there at the concert. 

Which brings us full circle to 
perhaps the best gift for an 
audiophile: a fistful of concert 
tickets — because the sound of 
music is really what being an 
audiophile is all about. .e) 
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- Sonic pleasures for 1987: 
the lion or the Icom Floppy? 
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Me 
: by Jim Michmerhuizen children are spoiled worse than Is that where we’re headed? Is 
2 Remember “The Veldt”? The the parents, because the chil- that where we want to be 


first story in one of Ray Brad- dren have a playroom to end all headed? If we get there, will we 
bury’s earliest collections, The playrooms — 40 feet square and be happy? Or will the playroom 
Illustrated Man? It’s the one 30 feet high, a technological mar- create dragons or, as in Brad- 
, about the automated playroom vel of hidden brain sensors, bury’s story, lions, a little too 
os that kills and eats the parents of three-dimensional color images, real, capable of devouring us? 
2 P the two neurotic children who sound, odors, that responds in- ‘Any projection about the fu- 
play in it. Maybe you saw the stantly to an occupant’s imagi- ture of stereo, TV, electronic mu- 
movie instead? Rod Steiger and nation by creating an image of sic, etc., over the next 20 years or 
Claire Bloom were in it. The mo- whatever he wants to see. so must in the end turn into a i 
vie was pretty awful, and I have Whether, and to what extent, prediction about computers. Not 
doubts about the story now, suchathing as this might some- the room-filling monsters you 
having just reread it, that were day be possible is open to ques-_ still see occasionally in car- 
inconceivable when I first read it tion. More open now than when __ toons, but little computers. Tiny 
over twenty years ago. Bradbury wrote the story in computers, inside of everything; 
Science fiction in the ’50s had 1950. Then it was fantasy; today inside your television set, your 
a strong — surprisingly strong, it is science fiction. In other stereo system, typewriter, stove, 
in retrospect — anti-technologi- words, it is easier to see some refrigerator, toaster, washing 
cal bias. Ray Bradbury had alot possible technological realiza- machine, vacuum cleaner, even 
of that. In “The Veldt,” a fami- tions of the playroom todaythan your doorbell, your telephone, 
ly lives in an automated home it was then. Since he wrote the automobile, tape recorder, 
and is spoiled rotten by it. The story, we have arrived at quad-» plumbing, electrical wiring, fur- 
rophonic recordings, color tele- nace — do I need to go on? 
dim Michmerhuizen is an_ vision, 3D movies, .inexpensive There have been a lot of sci- 
Icom Floppy and a director of audio synthesis, low-priced com- ence-fiction stories about com- 
the Boston School of Electronic puters and the surface of the puters getting bigger and big- 
Music. moon, among other things. Continued on page 54 
Certainly, home-entertain- 
ment media appear to be con- 
verging towards such possibili- 
ties. The bit about picking vi- 
sions out of one’s imagination — . ‘ » 
the idea of the playroom’s being 
able to somehow perform tele- 
pathy — is still fantasy; the 
more you read about brains, 
brain waves and thought pro- 
cesses, the more impossible that 
looks. But what about the rest? 
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Continued from page 53 

ger. There’ve been almost none 
about computers getting small- 
er and smaller.*Pieces of com- 
puter hardware have been 
shrinking steadily for some time 
now, and that has created a re- 
volution. 

As I write this, I have in front 
of me the Christmas issue of a 
magazine called Byte: the small 
systems journal. The cover is a 
merry ink-and-watercolor of 
Santa Claus and two elves puzz- 
ling over a long list of ‘“What-I- 
want-for-Christmas’”’ letters 
from all over the United States. 

What are the requests for? 
What are the “systems” re- 
ferred to in the magazine’s sub- 
title? Who reads the magazine? 
Who advertises in it, and why? 
The answers, in order, are: com- 
puters, computer systems, com- 
puter hobbyists, and computer 
manufacturers. 

But why, pray, do the elves 
look so bewildered? One of them 
is scratching his head, the other 
gestures helplessly at the work- 
room shelves loaded with dolls 
and trucks and teddy bears. 
Even Santa looks a tad worried. 

Possibly it’s because they’re 
not going to be able to fill all the 
requests. Possibly it’s because 
they don’t even know what most 
of the items are. By turning the 
magazine upside down I can read 
the list as it sprawls downward 
off Santa’s writing desk: what’s 
an “Icom Floppy’? (Does it 
slither up the stairs after mid- 
night?) What’s an ‘Altair 
8800”? — possibly an astro- 
nomical object — ‘Sphere 500” 
— one of the buildings at a re- 
cent World’s Fair — “4K RAM” 
— something to knock down 
castles with. And so on. 

But the picture is no joke. The 
biggest revolution we shall ever 


see is under way right now, and 
it’s happening the way all real 
revolutions happen — not with 
oratory and rioting but with or- 
dinary people making ordinary 
decisions. 

This is the microcomputer 
revolution. And it is reaching 
manifestly larger dimensions 
every month. This is the micro- 
computer hobbyists’ revolution. 
It is happening by popular de- 
mand. 

How do I know? (I’m a lousy 
researcher, by the way; in pre- 
paration for this article I read 
two Gore Vidal novels, a book 
about the Byzantine Empire up 
to 1036 AD, and about 50 pages 
of St. Thomas Aquinas. So 
you're entitled to a little scepti- 
cism.) Well, for one thing, all the 
big familiar names in computer 
manufacturing are beginning to 
sniff meney in the microcom- 
puter field. (None of those out- 
fits that actually advertise, for 
example, in Byte, are big famili- 
ar names.) Even IBM, which 
hardly ever does anything in- 
volving less than a couple of 
million dollars, announced a 
$10,000 computer not too long 
ago, and recently released a 
model for half that much. 

“Yeah, but those aren’t what 
I'd call hobbyist prices,” some- 
one hollers from outside my win- 
dow. Well, how about a com- 
plete functioning computer, with 
a keyboard that writes on your 
TV screen and stores programs 
on your cassette recorder, that 
you can build from a kit (com- 
puter kits, yet: that must be 
what the elves are scratching 
their heads about) in less than 
seven evenings, for less money 
than a three-year-old Chevy 
would cost you. 

Remember a couple of years 
ago when a four-function pock- 
et calculator was a $200 luxury? 
Remember seeing one on sale in 
last Sunday’s paper for $7.95? 
The same thing has been hap- 


pening to computers. The “guts” 
of a computer, a bunch of elec- 
tronics called the “central pro- 
cessing unit” — CPU for short — 


can now be bought brand-new, . 


not “surplus,” for $25. 

The neighborhood outside my 
window is strangely and sud- 
denly quiet. Has everybody gone 
to buy CPUs? 

I remember ‘reading some- 
where — but don’t quote me on 
it — that the cost of computer 
memory has been dropping by 
approximately a factor of 10 
every couple of years. Nothing 
like that has ever happened in 
the history of anything. If that 
had happened with automo- 
biles, for example, you'd be able 
to buy three Cadillacs for a dol- 
lar. 

It is this continuing fantastic 
drop in costs that started the 
revolution. It created, in fact, 
two revolutions: the hobbyist re- 
volution I talked about earlier,. 
and the OEM revolution. “OEM 
business” is-the purchase of one 
manufaeturer’s products by 
another, e.g., when a clock 
manufacturer supplies a car 
manufacturer with clocks as 
Original Equipment Maker. And 
because of the new low cost of 
small CPUs, which can go as low 
as five dollars for a manufactur- 
er who buys them in ten-thou- 
sand lots, it is becoming pos- 
sible to use them in all kinds of 
things like- microwave ovens, 
washers, turntables, you name 
it. 

So there we are. Tiny com- 
puters inside everything. 


Computers and home en- 
tertainment systems 

How is all this going to change 
your stereo system and your TV? 
(Are you ready for the trip?) 

One of the first and most ob- 
vious developments is that each 
component in a home entertain- 
ment system will get “smarter.” 
This is a bit of industry slang al- 


ready. Within the last six 
months a turntable has ap- 
peared on the market that is 
“smart’’ — it (ADC’s Accutrac 
4000) can be programmed to 
play any cut on an album side 
automatically, repeat it, play an 
earlier cut, repeat that one 
twice, and then shut off; any- 
thing, in any order you want, as 
many times as you want it. From 
all the way across the room, if 


_you want. There will be more 


things like this in the next couple 
of years: stereo receivers, for ex- 
ample, that can be programmed 
to retune themselves on sched- 
ule from one station to another 
for a day or so at a time; to turn 
on. and off at any intervals you 
choose; to switch at scheduled 
intervals from one set of speakers 
to another, and to make com- 
pensating adjustments in 
volume level and tone control 
settings. Or tape recorders that 
turn themselves on and off, 
switch in and out of record mode, 
etc. 
Ho-hum. Sure, I know that a 
lot of this only repeats stuff that 
has been possible for quite a 
while already — the automatic 
timing stuff and so on. But I said 


it was pretty obvious. Let’s look » 


a little further ahead. 


One thing about “smart” com- 


ponents is that they can com- 
municate with each other, po- 
tentially, through their micro- 
processor (the industry word for 
“tiny computer”) controllers. To 
make this communication a fact 
will presumably be merely a 
matter of adding a “smart” ac- 
cessory and connecting it to each 
of the components. Let’s let the 
accessory itself be one of those 
home computers I talked about 
earlier, with a price tag today of 
about $2000. And let’s hook the 
TV set up to it too, as well as the 
stereo system. Now, what can we 
do with it? 

Obviously you could use the 
central control computer to set 


up an evening’s entertainment 
schedule, with automatic re- 
cording of radio broadcasts you 
don’t want to miss while you 
watch TV (or, with a video re- 
corder, vice versa) and auto 
playback when you’re done. But 
you'll get bored with that very 
quickly. How about some 
games? Set the computer pro- 
gram to switch among all your 
available media once each sec- 
ond: put the audio from one TV 
chafnel with the video from 
another; process the audio with 
more sophisticated computer | 
programs; play games othe TV 
screen, invent your own pro- 
grams for yourself or the chil- 
dren, either new games or new 
combinations of audio-visual ex- 
periences — let the TV screen 
display patterns derived from 
the music you’re listening to, 
either automatically or under 
your own control. 

Last month’s issue of Byte 
carried examples of computer- 
generated pictures done by two 
children age six and eight. They 
weren’t-geniuses — their father 
isn’t either: he’s just an ordi- 
nary computer hobbyist. The 
children sometimes fight over 
access to the computer, 

We haven’t yet gone into the 
future. All of this is perfectly 
possible right now, and indeed is 
taking place right now. Brad- 
bury’s playroom, except for some 
matters of scale, the three di- | 
mensions, and the machine te- 
lepathy, exists. A casual hint-in 
the story suggests that the play- 
room costs about $45,000 — an 


investment like a house. To do»_ 


something like it today might 
run a little more: say $15,000 for 
a computer system, $10,000 for 
audio including a medium-sized 
synthesizer, taping, amplifica- 
tion, tuning and loudspeakers, 
and $20,000 for video projection, 
tuning and recording in color. I 
don’t know much about video 

Continued on page 56 


JVC 


that adjust 
in your room. 


MASSACHUSETTS 
Auburn 


Impulse Inc., Auburn Mall 
Boston 


Copley Camera & Hi Fi, 480 Boylston St. 


Lawrence 
Malco Electronics, 5 Wolcott Ave. 


No. Dartmouth 


IT HiFi, (formerly Pina Audio) Rte. 6 


Springfield 


Del Padre’s, 999 Worthington St. 


CONNECTICUS 
Hartford 


Al Franklin's Music World, The Civic Center Plaza 


Listening to a demonstration-of music: 
systems at a dealer is an excellent way to 
make a buying decision. But it canbe 
misleading. Because what you hear in the 
dealer's acoustically designed sound 
room may not be what you hear at home. 
The reason is simple. Sound quality 
is determined by various factors, 
including the size of a room and its 
acoustic elements. Drapes. Carpet. 
Furniture. Windows. Ceiling height. Walls. 
They all play a role in the sound you hear. 
To help you get the best sound from 


NEW HAMPSHIRE 


Manchester 


your music system—wherever you listen 
to it—JVC has built into its top three 
receivers (S600, S400, S300) their 


exclusive SEA graphic equalizer system. | 


This unique 5-zone control lets you create 
371,293 different tone adjustments. As a 
result, you can custom tailor the sound to 
compensate for any room size and 
acoustic surfaces: The graphic equalizer 
also enables you to overcome defi- 
ciencies in old or poor recordings and the 
placement of speakers. Nobody else has 
this built-in feature. Nobody. And the only 
way any other make of receiver can 
match the sonic versatility of these three 
JVC models is by your adding to it (at an 
additional cost of $100 or more) a 
separate, outboard graphic equalizer. 

When you consider that you get the 
built-in graphic equalizer plus JVC's 
many other outstanding features for the 
price of a conventional receiver in their 
price ranges, you can understand why 
the JVC professionals are rapidly 
becoming the #1 receiver to own. 

JVC also offers the less sophisti- 
cated, moderately priced S200 and 
$100 receivers with precision, linear slide 
controls for bass, treble and volume’ 
Regardless what you plan to spend for a 
receiver—think like a professional and get 
the best. Think JVC. 

Visit your local JVC dealer, or call 
toll-free (outside N.Y.) 800-221-7502 
for his name. 

JVC America, Inc., 58-75 Queens 
Midtown Expressway, Maspeth, NY. 
11378 (212) 476-8300. 

Canada: JVC Electronics of Canada, Ltd., 
Scarborough, Ont. 


Bi Rite Merchandisers, South State St. 
RHODE ISLAND 
E. Providence 

Impulse Inc., Midland Mall 


Warwick 


Impulse Inc., Warwick Mall 
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unsurpassed performa 
under $150. 


For years you've known Technics direct-drive turntables. - coneuriplll So there’s leas heat and less deterioration of 
Unsurpassed performance at any price. Now you can get nternal lubrication, which means longer motor life. 
_ Technics turntables for under $150. With the Technics _ For precision tracking, both the SL-20 and SL-23 come 
with a statically balanced S-shaped 
ormance at that price. tone arm. One anti-skating 

pe We diditby applying Technics | SPECIFICATIONS Manual Automatic all types of 
direct-drive technology to our and flutter (WRMS) And viscous-damped cueing. 
belt-drive system. By using And there’s more. Like 6%/o 
frequency generator servo- Rumble (DIN B) variable pitch controls. CD-4 

controlled DC motor with highly phono cables. An integral base 

reliablelC circuitsthatmany |__| with simulated metal finish. 
manufacturers save for their _ 19. ly hinged detachable dust cover. 


expensive turntables. aed = And, in the SL-23, there’s a built-in 
Wediditby adding electronic. but a  stroboscope and automatic return. 


speed switching instead of mechanical switching. So you The Technics diwman spy al turntables 
won't get stretched belts. But you will get greater reliability, 


There’s also a servo amplifier that electronically locks the» 
‘motor into the correct speed. So fluctuations in AC line 

voltage or frequency won't affect turntable speed. 
The results. The kind of outstanding specs you pa 
from Technics. Like rumble, wow and flutter figures so low 
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prices. All of this in one room of 
your house, to play with. 

How? I'll get to that. 

On the assumption that in 10 
years a lot of stuff that’s still too 
expensive for anybody except 
Harvard or MIT or IBM will not 
be too expensive anymore, here 
is waat a well-equipped play- 
room of 1986 or '87 might offer. 

Video: a large-screen, high-re- 
solution color picture on one 
wall, done without a tube but 
with LEDs. This will be a multi- 
purpose visual display capable of 
being used, for example, as a 
“canvas” on which to paint com- 
puter-aided pictures as well as to, 
watch (irst-run “movies” by sub- 
scription, or watch live musical 
or theatrical performances from 
anywhere in the world. I doubt 
that it will be three-dimensional 
— but keep an eye on develop- 
ments in holography. 

Audio: it has been demon- 
strated, at least mathematical- 
ly, that four speakers arranged at 
the corners of a tetrahedron are 
enough to simulate any direc- 
tional characteristic that a 
sound might have. So our room 
will have at least those four; pos- 
sibly, in practice, more will be 
needed. We may have an old- 
fashioned disc or tape player 
around, but all of the new re- 
cordings we buy or make will be 
digivally encoded. Possibly we 
won’t be “buying” any objects as 
recordings at all, but subscrib- 
ing instead to a service that 
allows us to receive a recording 
in digital form for storage in the 
bottomless well of our compu- 
ter’s memory. We will have the 
capacity to synthesize any sound 
we like; to spend an evening re- 
laxing “at the workbench,” play- 
ing with the synthesis of new 
sounds and storing the recipes 


for any interesting ones in the 
computer. 

Computer control: will give us 
some or all of the following: vir- 
tually unlimited storage of any 
kind of material we want — 
laundry lists, names, addresses, 
phone numbers of friends or ene- 
mies, music scores, interesting 
visual or audio effects or entire 
works of art or music, whether 
created by the user or anyone 
else, diaries, baseball scores, fa- 
mous horse races from the Ren- 
aissance on, old movies, Caruso 
recordings, the family scrap- 
book — as well as, of course, all 
the computer programs that take 
care of much of the household, 
its finances, and the operation of 
the playroom itself. The compu- 
ter will be hooked into a general 
communications network, and 
much of what we store in its 
memory will change from week 
to week and from year to year. It 
is unlikely that we ourselves will 
know enough about program- 
ming to be able to get at the 
deeper levels of built-in pro- 
grams that enable the computer 
to do what it does; but we will al- 
most certainly be able to write 
programs, or rewrite programs, 
for any personal use we want. If 
we get tired of playing one of the 
computer games, for example, 
we will be able. to change it in 
any way we want by rewriting its 
program. Our children will be 
learning to do this from kinder- 
garten on. 


Since the morning newspaper 


is received by the computer 
through the communication net- 
work, we might find that an 
amateur in Iran has developed 
an interesting new audio-visual 
program that is part game, part 
art form. If it’s not too expen- 
sive, we can subscribe for it and 
have it on our computer, work- 


ing, 10 minutes later — entered 


into the memory of our compu- 
ter by satellite transmission from 
Iran, paid for by international 


credits transferred the same way 
between computers and banks. 
Listening to a record, under 
circumstances such as these, 
means something totally differ- 
ent from what it means today. 
‘During part of the day we may 
instruct the computer to pro- 
vide a random assortment of mu- 
sic for casual listening to have 
the music “follow us” around the 
house, or for that matter always 
to come from some other room 
than the one we happen to be in. 
Everybody becomes his own DJ, 
if he wants to. We might, as I 
mentioned earlier, subscribe to a 
live performance in the evening, 
or put up a big recorded audio- 
visual performance; but do we 
have to sit and passively listen to 
the whole thing play itself out? 
By no means; through the com- 
puter we have virtually com- 
plete control of the audio repro- 


duction. There is no intrinsic . 


reason why a given record need 
sound the same, or even recog- 
nizably identical, from one play- 
ing to the next. We can choose to 
have an audio recording played 
for tonight as a purely visual ex- 


perience, using either one of our’ 


own original translation pro- 
grams or the one we bought from 
the guy in Iran. 

That’s what the Ghost of 
Christmas Yet to Come might 
have showed Scrooge if Scrooge 
had been a science fiction ad- 
dict. Is there any limit to this 
madness? 

Only in us, the users and de- 


signers. Even today, it is pos-— 


sible to distinguish three broad 
categories of computer “users.” 
The first category consists of 
those who neither know nor care 
whether the automatic micro- 
wave oven in the kitchen oper- 
ates under microprocessor con- 
trol or not. A lot of big busi- 
nesses in the early ’60s took that 
attitude — spend a couple of 
million dollars to improve the 
bookkeeping, never mind how; if 


the experts tell us the way to do 


it is with a computer, that’s what 
we'll do. IBM made a mint off 
that attitude: the less the user 
knows about computers, the 


‘more complicated the program 


has to be internally so that it can 
look simple from the outside. 
(Which do you think is more in- 
ternally complicated — a TV set 
with remote control and auto- 
matic tuning and color control, 
or one without? But which is 
supposed to be easier to use? Do 
you get the point?) And pro- 
grams — “software” — cost at 
least as much, sometimes, as the 
computers they run on. 

A second category consists of 
those people who are somewhat 
knowledgeable — maybe just out 
of curiosity, or because of an eve- 
ning course in programming, or a 
computer kit and a month with 
its instruction manual, Or may- 
be Junior has a few courses in 
high school and teaches the rest 
of the family. These, I think, will 
be the people who will get the 
most enjoyment out of their 
playroom; these will deserve in 
every true sense the name ama- 
teur. These will be the people 
who need to impress nobody but 
themselves, content to create 
their music or their art for one 
evening and erase it afterwards 
without a care for immortality. 

The third category will be, ap- 
proximately, the ‘“profession- 
als.”” These will be the designers 
of the stuff we buy for our play- 
rooms. When one of them comes 
up with a new video or audio 
game, it will be for sale, not for 
fun. And this article isn’t writ- 
ten for them. 

Will we turn into fat slimy 
slugs, encapsulated in our play- 
wombs? This has been, as I men- 
tioned earlier, a favorite theme 
of certain sf writers over the past 
two decades. Bradbury’s family 
in “The Veldt” — poppa George, 
momma Lydia, children Peter 
and Wendy (heavy sarcasm) — 


“decidedly belongs in the first 


category of users. They bought 
the room and its equipment 
ready-made and care nothing 
about how it works. For them, it 
is a fitting end to be eaten alive 
by what they thought were 
make-believe lions. If reality 
can’t win against a human be- 
ing from outside, it will win from 
the inside, by turning your fan- 
tasies into real:things, and you 
into their lunch. But there is not 
the slightest reason to suppose 
that people like this will ever 
constitute more than a small mi- 
nority of the human race. It’s far 
more stimulating to let reality 
win from the outside — with 
knowledge, with craftsmanship, - 
with love of real excellence, with 
our human capacity for learning 
and with lore and long practice 


- and working until we under- 


stand the thing whatever it is. 
You want the message 

straight? Stereo reproduction 

will never* be identical to the 


‘Real Thing. Three-dimensional 


color television will never be 
identical to the Real Thing. Syn- 
thesized orchestras will never be 
identical to Real Orchestras. It is 
not madness to try to copy reali- 
ty; but it is madness and dam- 
nation to think you've suc- 
ceeded. 

So who wins, in the end? The 
amateurs — the ones who are 
content to know a little, and 
learn a little more about one 
thing and another every day, and 
put a little more of what they 
know together each day. Those 
are the ones who will know what 
to do with their playrooms. And . 
they’ll do it; and they’ll love it. 
For them, the earth will have a 
new and more wonderful face 
every day; their fellow humans 
will be a little more interesting 
each year. 

We're going to change the face 
of the earth, brother. Just you 
wait and see. I hope you get an 
Icom Floppy for Christmas. O 


harman/kardon 


This conservatively rated 20 
watts - per - channel is well 
known for its high 
performance and moderate 
price. Typically these 
receivers produce 25 wpc at 
rated distortion and .15% 
distortion at rated power. FM 
performance is substantially 
better than other units in its 
price/ power range. 


Christmas System 
Studio | 


Connoisseur’ 


This belt drive, semi- 
automatic turntable gives 
remarkable good 
performance at its price of 
$145.00. It compares 
favorably to the most 
expensive manual turntable 
available. The Ortofon 
cartridge is the latest in a 
superb line of cartridges. At 
last a quality turntable and 
cartridge in an inexpensive 


‘system. 


System 
24, 1976 


Price Until Dec. 


X Loudspeakers 


High efficiency speakers with 
excellent balance throughout 
their wide bandwidth. “X” 


denotes the modifications 


Suffolk Audio makes to 
improve the performance of 


these well known speakers. 


Come hear the difference the 


units. 


$425.00 


“X” makes! This system is 
completely set up, checked 
and wired. The usual Suffolk 
Audio warranty applies to all 
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some straight talk 
about loudspeaker accuracy 
from the people who invented it 


Of over 100 speaker brands advertised on the market, all claiming supremacy 
for their product based on the kind of sound they produce, one leading company stands 
apart. It is Acoustic Research. We design, build and test our products to accurately repro- 
duce all the sound information contained on your records, tapes and radio broadcasts, 
but no more. What you want from a loudspeaker is a precise recreation of what the record- 
ing engineer placed on your disc or tape, be it good, bad or mediocre. Only AR loud- 

j speakers can guarantee you this kind of accuracy. 

The most important contributors to AR loudspeaker accuracy are an original 
design with inherently flat frequency response (the ability to reproduce faithfully the 
complete range of musical sounds, including harmonics, without emphasizing or sub- 

. duing any of them) and a rigorous testing program to insure that this ideal specification 
is fully realized in every product shipped. The flatness of AR response curves is an 
accepted fact. Perhaps not so well known is our insistence that every individual AR 
driver, and every completed system, perform to within +1 dB of this response curve 
before it may be shipped to your dealer. 

We'd like you to know much more about accuracy in sound reproduction and 
have prepared a 36-page brochure on loudspeaker design and selection which will help 
you to make the most informed choice among the many options offered in the market- 
place. For $1.00 we'll send you a copy by first class mail. Or you may obtain your copy 
free by visiting your AR dealer. While you're there ask for an A-B demon- 
stration of AR speakers using music with which you're familiar, against 
any other speakers in his showroom. We think you'll find our accurate ; J 
sound the one you want to live with. 


“© TELEDYNE ACOUSTIC RESEARCH 
10 American Drive, Norwood, Massachusetts 02062 


TR 


Tim Holl, Director of Engineering at Acoustic Research } 


AR-I] three-way loudspeaker 
system $325. 

4 AR accuracy is available 

* inspeakers selling from under 
$100 to $4285. 


Hear AR speakers 
demonstrated at these Boston area dealers: 


and Service Labs 5 Wolcott Avenue, Lawrence 
414 Harvard Street, Brookline Mirutte Man Radio 
Camera 30 Boylston Street, Cambridge 
480 Boylston Street, Boston 406 Essex Street, Lawrence 
K&L Sound Service You-Do-It Electronics 


75 North Beacon Street, Watertown 40 Franklin Street, Needham 
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Show You 
What Goes 
Into One. 


A. we 
bye a complete line 

hono cartridges. 
Fae one has slightly 
different perform- fj 
ance characteristics 
which allow you to 
choose the cartridge 
most compatible to 
your turntable. 

There are, how- 
ever, certain advan- 
tages, provided by 
Empire's unique 
design, that apply to 
all our cartridges. 

One is less wear on 
Unlike 


moving iron 
design allows the 
diamond stylus to 
float free of its magnets and 

coils, imposing much less weight on 
your record’s surface and insuring 
longer record life. 

Another advantage is vie better 
channel separation you get with Empire 
cartridges. We use a small, hollow iron 
armature which allows for a tighter fit in 
its positioning among the poles. So, 
even the most minute movement is 
accurately reproduced to give you the 
space and depth of the original record- 
ing. 

Finally, Empire uses 4 coils, 4 poles, 
and 3 magnets (more than any other 
cartridge) for better balance and hum 
rejection. 

The end result is great listening. 
Audition one for yourself or write for 
our free brochure, “How To Get The 
Most Out Of Your Records”. After you 
compare our performance specifica- 
tions we think you'll agree that, for the 
money, you can't do better than Empire. 

Empire Scientific Corp. 

Garden City, New York 11530 


Already your system 
sounds better. 
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Continued from page 15 
Church, 1151 Mass. Ave., Cam- 
bridge. 

A unique, radical church. The 
ser-vices are designed and con- 
ducted by the people who go. 
Very good, active folks. Best 
offering at Christmas is a two- 
part program on “Birthing 
Jesus,” Dec. 19 and 26 at 10 a.m. 
Music is both traditional choir 
and thirdstream jazz. 

First Congregational 
Church, Cambridge Common, 
Cambridge. 

A wonderful new organ ac- 
companies a fine choir. On Dec. 
19, a special Sunday morning 
candlelight service designed for 
families at 10 a.m. On Christ- 
mas Eve, a music program by 
the Church’s choir at 8 p.m. 
Usually full, so get there by 7:30. 

Twelfth Baptist Church, 160 
Warren St., Roxbury. 

A vibrant, strong, traditional 
black church with an exception- 
ally fine group of choirs. On 
Christmas Eve all the choirs 
combine for a powerful Candle- 
light Service at 7 p.m. A good 
place to take kids. 

United Parish, Coolidge 
Corner, Brookline. 

A large, successfully ecumen- 
ical church with friendly folks. 
On Dec. 19 at 11 a.m., they doa 
festival of lessons and carols 
based on the service at King’s 
College, Cambridge. On Christ- 
mas Eve, wassail and caroling at 
7 p.m. followed by a service with 
the youth choir. Good place for 
families. 

Roman Catholic 

Most towns or neighborhoods 
around Boston have at least one 
Roman Catholic Church, and 
usually each of these conducts a 
Christmas Eve Mass and Masses 
on Christmas Day. Most Masses 
are the usual bland fare, but you 
might be surprised by what 
happens in some Catholic 
churches these days if you have- 
n't been in the last 15 years. 
Check out-the local parish before 
you consider the following 
broader-based ones. 

The Paulist Center, 5 Park 
Street, Boston. 

Boston’s best folk Mass. Lots 
of singing and clapping, very 
friendly people. The best 
example of what Catholicism 
could be. On Christmas Eve at 
11 p.m., a carol sing followed by 
Midnight Mass. Always 
crowded, so go early. If you miss 


Christmas Eve, Masses are sung 
on Christmas Day at 10 a.m. and 
noon. They also have a good al- 
ternative gift shop. 

St. Paul’s, Mt. Auburn 
Street, Cambridge. 

The Archdiocesan Boys’ Choir 
traditionally sings at the Mid- 
night Mass. The area’s best 
boys’ choir, under excellent di- 
rection, sings both traditional 
and modern music. Best tradi- 
tional Catholic Mass in town. 
Very popular and crowded. 
Arrive by 10:30. 

St. John’s Seminary Chapel, 
Brighton. 

The choir of seminarians per- 


forms an annual program of 


Handel, Holst and carol-sing-a- 
long which is quite a hit with 
Boston’s Catholics. It happens 
on Dec. 16 and 17 at 7:45 p.m. 
It’s free, but you need a ticket. 
Call 254-2610. They go quickly. 
Go and see an endangered spec- 
ies: a Catholic seminarian. 

The Cenacle Retreat 
House, Lake Street, Brighton. 

Something for those who want 
a more intense experience. A 
two-day directed retreat with 
charismatic Christians. Prayer, 
singing, chanting and scripture 
centered on Christmas. Dec. 17 
through Dec. 19. Call, please, 
before signing up. 254-3150. 

The Cathedral of the Holy 
Cross, South End. 

Home of Boston’s finest and 
first. Spanish Mass. Christmas 
Eve Midnight Mass with lots of 
guitars and singing. Go to the 
downstairs church; the upstairs 
offers a regular English Mass. 
Park as close as possible to the 
Church. A tough neighborhood 
at night — even on Christmas 
Eve. 

St. Paul’s, Wellesley. 

A classy choir of boys and men 


. sings at the Christmas Eve Mass 


beginning at 7:30 p.m. and on 


Christmas comes to the Old South Cron 


Christmas Day at 10:30 a.m. A 
good alternative to the more 
crowded urban churches, but one 
should still arrive early. They 
have a good reputation. 

St. Catherine of Siena, 
Norwood. 

Another good choir of boys and 
men in the suburbs. Christmas 
Eve and Christmas Day Masses 
with the choir singing at them 
all. A good place to visit. 


Esoteric 

A Christmas Light Festival: 
a day-long workshop using 
painting, meditation, personal 
counseling and music to “‘exper- 


ience the Christ within through - 


the use of colors.” Created by 
Caren Martin at Interface, 55 
Chapel Street, Newton. Dec. 18 
from 9:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. Costs: 
$15 for students, $25 for non- 
students. Call 965-4491. Fasci- 
nating. 

A Mystical Christmas: led 
by Tibetan-trained mystic 


\puseg Asser 


Gregge Tiffen. A two-day work- © 


shop including a mystical ser- 
vice conducted by Tiffen on Dec. 
18 at Harvard Divinity School. 
For costs and complete details, 
cali David Ostrum at 965-4485. 

If you haven’t found anything 
to your liking yet, consider this 
do-it-yourself alternative. Go to 


_ an empty church — it doesn’t 


make any difference which one. 
Sit down and read ii a qiifét 

audible voice the first two chap- 
ters of the Gospel of Luke. That’s 
the Bible’s version of. Christ’s 
birth. Read it again. Try to 
figure out if it’s a lie or not. Then 
whistle two verses of Silent 
Night or a carol of your choice, 
and leave. Do you feel different? 
Better? If not, go to the head of 
this article and start again. If 


yes, congratulations for celebra- . 


ting so well! Whichever, Christ- 
mas is best celebrated when it 
Opens you to new discoveries. O 


GOSPEL 


Continued from page 9 

activities and those of the magi- 
cians of the time are so fre- 
quent, in fact, that they have be- 
come the subject of Smith’s new- 
est book, Jesus the Magician, to 
be published next spring by Har- 
per & Row, which is based on his 
extensive researches into magi- 
cal techniques and beliefs of the 
time. There is little doubt, 
Smith asserts, that Jesus prac- 
ticed techniques that were the 


same as those used by magici-- 


ans. His friends and enemies di- 
vided, not about the facts of his 
magic, but over its interpreta- 
tion. Was it produced by the Spi- 
rit of God, as he claimed, or by 
demons of Satan as his oppo- 
nents charged? On this point, 
there is no objective way to settle 
the issue. 

Speaking of interpretation, it 
is evident from Morton Smith’s 
writing that his understanding of 
Jesus’s career and its impact is 
not that of an orthodox believer. 
Last month I interviewed him in 
New York in preparation for this 
article, and I asked him just 
what his own religious stance 
was. “I’m an Episcopalian,” he 
replied, ‘though I’m way out on 
the rationalist wing and I expect 
to stay there.’’ He added that he 
has had “‘no recognizably super- 
natural experiences,” and did- 
not expect to have any. 

What did he think, then, of 


the ecstatic, apparently super- 
natural experiences Jesus was 
able to induce in his initiated fol- 
lowers, according to Smith’s own 
thesis? How could he account for 
them from such a rationalist per- 
spective? “When Jesus came 
back from the wilderness where 
he was tempted,” Smith an- 
swered, ‘“‘he returned a person 
who had extraordinary psycho- 
logical power over other people. 
Now don’t ask me to explain 
what ‘extraordinary psychologi- 
cal power’ is, but I am absolute- 
ly convinced that there is such a 
thing. The prevalence of para- 
normal psychological experi- 
ences is a common element of 
comparative religion.” 

Smith was unfamiliar with the 
occult secret gospels I had read 
about before coming across his 
work, but he was not surprised at 
their existence. He noted that to- 
ward the end of the second cen- 
tury, two or more generations af- 
ter Clement wrote the letter 
Smith discovered, there sprang 
up a large number of spurious 
“apocryphal” gospels, particu- 
larly in association with the 
yeasty mishmash of the Gnostic 
and libertine groups. These gos- 
pels tended to focus around one 
of two main poles: either a fill- 
ing in of the “hidden years” of 
Jesus’ childhood and youth 
which are nct desribed in the 
New Testament accounts, or an 
explication of various secret 
teachings delivered by Jesus to 
his followers after his resurrec- 
tion. 


“The works that dealt with the 
hidden years consisted mainly of 


more miracle stories, and were . 


primarily meant as entertain- 
ment,” Smith told me. “The 
post-resurrection stories are 
more likely to have Jesus deliv- 
ering the central cosmic doc- 
trines of some gnostic group. — 
about the worlds beyond the 
worlds, the secrets of creation, 


_the names of the Archons, and 


all sorts of other bullshit.” 

At this I looked up from my 
notes. Professor Smith is a very 
correct, conservative scholar, 
and this was the first syllable of 
profanity he had uttered. Noti- 
cing my surprise, he added very 
deliberately, “You may quote 
me.” 

Since it was obvious that his 
orientation was not primarily 
spiritual, I asked him how he 
happened to have made a career 
of New Testament studies. 

Here he smiled faintly, and I 
remembered the humor that had 
leavened the text of his book. 
“Well,” he began, “nonsense is 
nonsense, that is true. But the 
study of the history of nonsense, 
now that is a very fascinating 
study. And the study of the im- 
pact of nonsense on history is a 
valuable one too, because this 
impact has been, and continues 
to be, a very significant part of 
the life of our civilization.” 

With that he concluded our in- 
terview, and on reflection, it 
3zeemed to me that in that brief 
comment he may have just 
about said it all. 
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ERNIE 


Continued from page 12 

his forefinger. By the time the 
cigarette burns out, he’s smoked 
it down into the filter, which 
crumbles from the strange way 
he holds it. 

The man dresses in a plaid 
cloth overcoat and, more often 
than not, wears one of those 
print polyester shirts — the kind 
with the cream background 
under a profusion of unidenti- 
fiable pepper-like buds and ber- 
ries. He buttons it right to his 
neck. 

Now about those fingers. They 
were blown off in the same acci- 
dent in which he lost his eye- 
sight. He was four at the time. 
One day he’s playing in the coal- 
bin out behind his home in 
Cedartown, Georgia. He brings 
in a couple pieces of the stuff and 
puts them on the hearth. He’s 
playing with the coal and it’s 
blackening his face, his hands 
and his arms, in some cruel 
premonitory way. He starts 
pushing the pieces into the fire 
with the poker (he uses his cigar- 
ette to show me how). There’s an 
explosion and that’s it. There 
had been a dynamite cap in the 
goddam stuff. 

“My left eye splattered like a 
grape.” Fingers on his right hand 
were blown off and the little fin- 
ger that remained “isn’t much 


good for anything either”. His 
mother rushes in and sees her 
child, sooty and bleeding and 
terrified. She has to carry him 
half a mile to his grand- 
mother’s. There’s no car there. 
She hurries on a second half mile 
with this howling mess until she 
finds a car. Then she drives him 
across the county to a hospital. 
Ernie retained about 50 per- 
cent vision in his right eye until 
it, too, went dark when he was 
10. Now he can “just about tell 
daylight from dark, but I won’t 
bother to turn on a light in a 
dark room.” He has an artificial 
left eye that has caused him no 
end of fun over the years. Every 
now and then a skeptic will take 
a look at it and say, “Hey, man, 
you aren’t blind. That left eye’s 
good.” His whole face brightens 
up as he tells me this. “And I'll 
just pull the thing out right there 
and offer it to them. Those kids, 
they take off like Moody’s 
Goose.”’ 


Once some bleeding heart 
lisped how she was just dying to 
donate one of her eyes to Emi 
So out pops the glass eye and he 
offers it to her, “to see if she’d 
make good and trade on the 
spot.” 

So he’s standing capless, 
gloveless, sunglassless, with one 
eye looking pretty normal and 
the other. just flat, and both 
squinting up at Abbot and Roc- 
co’s. A cigarette is burning down 
much too close to the filter, 


which can’t do him much good 
since he has emphysema on top 
of everything else. You hear the 
effects of that after he finishes 
singing a song. He’ll begin hack- 
ing away and that’s really about 
the only time you see Ernie 
move. The overwhelming visual 
impression you get of the man is 
that he appears to stand so still 
all day long. That entire Byzan- 
tine.marketplace raging around 
him, and him standing on his 
feet for six, seven hours a day 
(the arthritis in his knees can get 
fierce, but he still won’t bring a 
campstool to sit on because then 
he’ll be treading on a few more 
invisible lines), and I tell you, 
the manikins behind him in Gil- 
christ’s aren’t any more im- 
mobile than Ernie. 

In fact only Lady Bug fits into 
this picture of patience. The 
Great Pyrenees sits next to 
Ernie, alert and mannerly de- 
spite the impulse to sniff a pass- 
ing crotch or two. 

She’s got to be about the best 
selling point Ernie has. Every- 
one’s always stopping to pet her, 
especially young women. “I’m 
thinking of wearing that harness 
for a while,” 
fifth girl to stop in fifteen min- 
utes has fondled Lady Bug. 
(Someone asked him once how 
he can tell the good-lookers from 
the rest. “I told him I use 
Braille,” he says, and do I see 
him start to rock ever so slightly 
on his heels?) 


he whispers, as the | 


-makes up to Lady past 


Everyone é 
Bug. People will stroke her with- 
out breaking their stride and 
without giving Ernie anything at 
all. Others will furtively drop-a 
coin in his can and then give all 
their attention to the dog as if 
they're paying for the privilege of 
petting such a shaggy creature. 

An old couple totters by, 
wraiths really, dressed impec- 
cably. They don’t. say a thing. 
The old man can’t tear himself 
away from Lady Bug. He strokes 
her with his long bony fingers for 
a couple of silent minutes. Then 
they continue on their way with 
small, satisfied smiles. They 
haven’t given Ernie anything, 
but you have to believe that they 
were distracted by this very 
fetching sheepdog. 

You have to believe, because 
according to Ernie, it’s people 
like these, slightly down at the 
heels, who are the most gen- 
erous with money. I had been no- 
ticing that women, and es- 
pecially those in their twenties 
and fifties (those who could have 
been his daughters or wife), 
seemed to give most frequently. I 
asked him about that but he 
turned the remark around to 
what was more important. He 
said, “It’s the working people 
who keep me from starving. 
Yeah, it’s the poor who feed me. 
If you don’t have it, you give it. 
The ones who've got it, they keep 
it. They’re greedy.” 

His take has been worse in the 
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past few-years, what with infla- 
tion and unemployment. His 


_ best days are still the ones after 


holidays, when shoppers are 
drawn downtown by the special 
sales. His worst day is always 
Tuesday. Monday and Wednes- 
day nights the stores are open, 
and people just don’t do much 
buying in between. As for an 
average day’s wage, “‘there’s no 
such thing. Everything depends 
on the weather.”’ If it’s too hot or 
cold, .people either won't put 
their hands in their pockets, or 
won’t take them out. 

But he’s quite sure about the 
wealthy. They can’t cough up a 


dime. Are they uncomfortable 


taking money out of their 
pockets right there on the street, 
where anyone can see? They 
must burst forth from vaults, 
armed in credit, declaring that 
business shall be transacted in- 
side. And thou shalt give char- 
ity in private, preferably by 
check. For what’s wealth any- 
way but the knack of holding on 
to the stuff? The’ well-to-do 
passers by-who aren’t disgusted 
when they see Ernie feel maybe a 
helpless pang. They pick up 
their pace. And they don’t feel 
guilt as much as some inco- 
herent funk. 

But working stiffs, they know 
that what money they have will 
disappear sooner or later. And 
here as well as there. Those of 
them who give to Ernie prob- 
ably don’t deliberate any more_ 
than do the rich when they hold 
back. For the non-upwardly-mo- 
bile, Ernie is a fixture; he repre- 
sents their own being “out of 
step” with the pace of sidewalk 
traffic. The wealthy are on their 
way, they have things to ac- 
complish, But nothing’s so press- 
ing on the minds of the poor that 
they can’t afford to take notice. 
. Of course not everyone simply 
gives or ignores Ernie. He is oc- 
casionally hassled by kids who 
steal his change. The small 
thieves start petting Lady Bug 
and pretend to knock the can off 
the ~guitar~aceidentally. The 
coins scatter over the sidewalk 
and the kids take off with it. 

This doesn’t happen often, but 
then there are the “crackpots” 
and “drunks” and all the others 
who figure that Ernie is a per- 
fectly captive audience. They 
“stuff my ear” mercilessly. And 
don’t even start him on moral- 
ists who bother him about the 
dog. “She can be up to her nose 
in water some hot day, but some- 
one is going to come along and 
complain that I don’t give her 


What about the hookers, 
Ernie? They’re supposed to be 
fanning out from the Combat 
Zone these days: Do you have to 
deal with them? “No, they don’t - 
come around here much.” And 
then, deadpan: ‘‘Guess they fig- 
ure I’m too easy to rape.” But 
there is competition, and Ernie 
figures it does get keener around 
now, what with the Salvation 
Army bands up the street, and 
the St. Nicks clanging their cow- 
bells down it. And don’t forget 
the wheelchair b-ballers setting 
picks at every corner. But the 
Christmas spirit picks up too. 
No, what worries Ernie the most 
is the weather. The wind is his 
evil genius. “It can get to be a 
wind-tunnel down here. One 
day, I remember it was blowing 
up from the Common fierce, so I 
went around the corner to Wash- 
ington. And it was whippin’ up 
that street, too. The wind was 
blowing two ways at once.” 

Still he’s out there five or six 
days a week unless there’s a 
downpour or if it’s colder than 
ten degrees. I asked him how he | 
kept warm when it was cold. “I 
don’t.”” Well, which parts of you 
get the coldest? “All the parts. 
Sometimes my toes get so numb 
I’m not sure I own ’em any 
more.” He says that since he 
doesn’t wear a hat, the cold mist 
will freeze around his head like a 
skullcap. And won’t begin to 
_melt until he’s home for the 
night. If it gets too cold he’ll 


Continued on page 62 
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reproduction for the money...more than any other single piece of 
equipment you could add to your system. It is easily installed to 


Listen 


(PHASE LINEAR 1000) 


any stereo receiver or preamplifier. 
Ask your dealer for an audition, 
and listen to the music. | , 


Phase Yinear 


The Powerful Difference 


Manufactured in the USA. Distributed in Canada by H. Roy Gray, LTD. 


What the 
critics have 
‘to say 
about the 
Phase Linear 

1000: 


recorded programs 
can be made essentially 
noise-free with the aid 
of the (Phase Linear) 
Autocorrelator”’ 
Stereo-Review 

April '76 


“audibly greater (to my 
ear) than that of any other 
noise-remover on the 
market...! find the 
(Phase Linear 1000) 
Autocorrelator both the 
most fascinating and the 
most effective... pressing 
the Autocorrelator button 
is like removing a veil 
from the sound.’ 
Robert Long 
High-Fidelity 

March ‘76 


See your nearest 
Phase Linear dealer for 
an audition: 


Atlantis 
Audio Den 
Audio Design 
Del Padre Music 
Ed's TV 
Fitchberg Music 
Fred Locke 
Hi-Fi Stereo House 
Images, Sight & Sound 
Manchester Music 
Sound Gallery 
Sounds Incredible 
Stered Lab 
Tech Hi-Fi 
Tweeter etc. 
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‘ERNIE 


Continued from page 60 

walk over to Liggett’s for a cup of 
coffee. And when it’s too hot . . . 
well, nothing in Boston com- 
pares to Phoenix when it was 120 
degrees, yeah, it broiled, and he 
could smell the paint scorching 
off his guitar. 

He may be weather-beaten 
and noise-drenched, but at least 
the man can hear the sound of 
his own voice. It’s something 
special, in speech as well as song. 
There’s a lot more of Goergia in 
his singing voice, but the signs 
are there when he’s just con- 
versing. It’s not really a drawl, 
but in it you can hear some of 
those Middle English inflec- 
tions that have been preserved in 
Southern dialect. Like the way 
he thanks someone who gives 
him a coin. Every time he hears 
a ring in his cup, he turns his 


head toward it and says, 
“Thankyih.” It’s one word that 


‘rises slightly in pitch to a half- 


breath of a “yih.” The “you” is 
more a susurration than a syl- 
lable, like those just audible 
“e’s” in Chaucer. “Springe,” 
“roote,” “seeke.” 

Ernie’s voice is soft and moves 
at a good clip. It’s the kind of 
speech that bats the breeze. 
Friendly, but undemonstrative. 
You hear it when you lay around 
campfires, or when you're out 
fishing. 

His singing is a lot more de- 
fined. Ernie’s a tenor. He has a 
winsome voice, limited. in range 
but very gentle. It sways within 
its octave. He’s in no hurry; he 
doesn’t warble or yelp and he 
doesn’t hold notes for effect. His 
only peculiarity is that he diph- 
thongs most every vowel. 
“Arms” stretch into “airms” and 
“blue” thins into something a 
little greener, like “‘bleuyu.” 

He sings slow songs, songs fit 


to walk by and to brood over. 
They're songs to soothe the 
weary. Most of them deal with 
loss, like “Overlooked an Or- 
chid.” A few, like Red Foley’s 
“Satisfied Mind,” look ahead to 
rest. They all have simple 
chords. He has his one groove 
that he sticks in, where the pace 
is to his liking. The ballads focus 
on the heretofore and the what’s- 
to-be; they’re songs with a bit of 
melancholy and a lot of yearn- 


ing. 

Ernie began to play the guitar 
in Georgia when he was four- 
teen. He left home at eighteen. 
(He gets back once a year fora 
family reunion. Incidentally, one 
of his younger brothers is Doug 
Sanders, the golf pro.) After 
leaving Cedartown, he traveled 
through some of the sleepiest 
towns in the South, waiting 
around for market days, when 
there’d be some life in the 
streets. Then he went up North 
and criss-crossed the whole 


country..““I’ve played in every..tomorrow a rich man. A boat, he 


big city in the country a dozen 
times over.”” He picked up songs 
as he went along, and he reckons 
he’s forgotten more now than he 
can still sing, or ever learn again. 
He came to Boston nearly thirty 
years ago, left, and then came 
back to marry Pat. She stopped 
by to see Ernie one morning. 
had just gotten out of the hos- 
pital where she’d had minor sur- 
gery and had come downtown for 
some air. And wouldn’t you 
know it, the woman has a pair of 
the biggest and clearest blue- 
gray eyes I ever hope to see. 

They have four children and 
two of them still live at home. 
Pat doesn’t work and Ernie 
claims that he receives no dis- 
ability assistance from any 
government whatsoever and that 
he alone has raised this family, 
wholly from his earnings on Win- 
ter street. 

I asked him once what he 


OLDE COLONY STEREO Quincy, Natick, 


Hanover, Revere 

BENCH SALES Revere 

BRANDS MART Cambridge 

CUOMO'S Salem, N.H., Lowell, Mass. 

CITY HALL MUSIC Marlboro 

CUSTOM CAR RADIO Natick 

LAFAYETTE RADIO ELECTRONICS 
Haverhill, Leominster, Stoughton, 
Hyannis 

ELECTRONIC WERLD Leominster 

GARINO’S Framingham 

OF WINCHESTER Winchester, 

ass. 


Ray Charles’ 44 passenger Viscount 
has the best sound in carstereo. — 


IES 


would buy if he were to wake up 


4 


There are 16 speakers in Ray’s plane. All part of. 
one Craig Powerplay car stereo system. 
Powerplay has three times the power of 
conventional car stereo. And more power means 
clearer sound with less distortion at all listening 


levels. 


Ray's Powerplay is cassette, but there are 8-track 
models too. 


Available at these fine dealers: 


HUGO'S OF MELROSE Melrose 

. EARDRUM Burlington, Cambridge 

MALCO ELECTRONICS Lawrence 

MINUTEMAN RADIO Cambridge, 
Lawrence 


TWEETER, ETC. Brookline, Cambridge, 


Chestnut Hill 
O'COINS Worcester 
RADIO SHACK ASSOC. Marlboro 
REDDING & SON Hudson 
CAR TUNES Watertown 
RICH’S DEPT. STORES Salem 
Gardner, Plymouth, Ma. Nashua, 
Lebanon, Portsmouth, Rochester, 


Gorham, N.H. 
R&R JEWELRY & GIFT Leominster, 
Fitchburg 
TECH HI Fl Comm. Ave., Quincy, 
Dedham, Worcester, Saugus 
K&L SOUND Watertown 
STEREO PLACE Framingham 
WALTHAM CAMERA Waltham 
LECHMERE All Locations 
A&W Medford, Norwood, Lawrence 
AUTO SOUND North Stoneham 
AUTO SOUND Watertown, Brockton 
A&D TV Medford 
JOSEPH BLAGA W. Bridgewater 


GS. 


When you're serious abcut music 


HADDAD Fall River 

NOBLE'S CORNER Hingham 

RECORD & TAPE PLACE Natick 

ROBERT ELECTRONICS New 
London, Conn. 

A. SMITH Cambridge 

TAPE PLACE | Dedham 

TAPE PLACE Ii West Brid 

LONDON HOUSE OF TAP 
Braintree 

MUSIC NOOK Milford 

JASON'S LUGGAGE & MUSIC ~ 


Wuincy 
KUSTOM TV Quincy 


ater 


said. He loves to go salt-water - 
fishing. Another time I asked 
what he most regretted about be- 
ing blind. He answered, again 
with no hesitation, that he 
couldn’t drive a car. Where ~ 
would you drive it? “Wherever 
other people do. Wherever I had 
to go. The store. I just hate to 
rely on people to get me places.” 
Ernie doesn’t say he wants sight 
in order to see anything, to visit 
the Taj Mahal or simply know 
what his wife’s face looks like. 
He just wants to move under his 
own power. 

He adds that, were he sighted, 
he probably would not be a 
musician. It makes sense. His 
sad and slow songs, moving de- 
liberately with their tentative 
phrasing, express the very pedes- 
trian life he’d like to overcome. 

Why are all his songs sad? He 
evades the question, saying that 
most country and western is sad, 
that down South they’re called 
“heart songs.”’ But there’s some- 
thing else besides sadness in his 
singing. The lyrics may be sad 
but the rendering is gentle and 
innocent. The pace is so de- 
liberate, it reminds you of a child 
mastering his first few steps. 
There’s a great stress on rhythm, 
on making the meter even, on 
getting the words right. 

The songs are sad but not | 
maudlin. It’s Ernie’s delivery 
that balances the sad lyrics. The 
rendition itself says, no matter 
how resigned and experienced . 
the singer grows, I am still inno- © 
cent. 

Ernie says it’s important for . 
him not to come to work wear- 
ing his heart on his sleeve. So in- 
stead he dresses it in a heart 


song. 

With the blindness, arthritis, 
emphysema and immobility ab- 
sorbed by his songs, his speech is 
free to move. It’s quick and am- 
iable, and enables him to make . 
things around him move. “The 
crackpots come up and ask me 
my name. I tell them I don’t 
have one. They take off.”’ As for 
boozers, one began slobbering 
over Ernie, and was promptly 
dispatched. All Ernie said was, 
‘*Yeah, friend, that’s right. 
That’s right. You’ve got your 
antifreeze for the winter.” The 
wino seemed satisfied, smiled 
like he was just cited by the 
Clean Plate Club, and moved on. 

No representative of the man- 
agement ever got rid of ob- 
noxious drunks as swiftly and 
considerately. “Yeah,” Ernie 
said, “you almost have to be a 
diplomat in my position:. You . 
have to treat everyone like an 
individual.” Of course, that’s 
exactly it! Ernie’s a diplomat. 
He’s caught in the middle of a 
dangerous situation. He can’t 
move, much as he’d like to. He 
must camouflage his disadvan- 
tages and cultivate a talent for 
blandishments. 

Diplomacy calls for intuition, 
patience, for an ability to win 
concessions while making cer- 
tain that no one loses face. Ernie 
possesses all these qualities. And 
he especially possesses that 
which diplomats need most — a 
genius for spontaneous reaction. 
He’ll be singing a song and some- 
one will drop a coin in his can, 
and quick! he’ll turn toward the 
can and say, “thankyih”’ softly 
and then quick! he’s picked up 
the song again. The man simply. 
does not miss a beat. 

Everything in the world is 
passing by and he’s the one who 
counts it all. He’s a master of 
four senses because he’s lacking 
the fifth. And a sixth sense that’s 
governed by mood and the 
atonal composition of a hundred 
moods. The sense that makes a 
diplomat. People surge past 
Ernie, hassle him, pet his dog, 
give him a quarter, and then 
sweep back into the irresistible 
current. Ernie stands on the 
bank, listens to the river rush by 
and once in a while the tip of his 
fishing rod jiggles a bit, it’s a 
bite! He nods to the tip, thank- 
yih, and the river starts rushing 
on again. 12) 
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GET ALL THIS! 
For the price 
just two 90-minute 


Cassettes 


Get a 
~@ FREE CASSETTE 


Plus 


FREE STACKETTE 
Storage Rack | 


(holds 6 cassettes) | 


’ ~ When you buy 
two cassettes 


rat 


: This i is the new Ampex PLUS 
ee SERIES cassette. Extra high quality 
construction. Extra high performance. And you 


Manufacturer's 

* suggested can buy a bundle without paying a bundle...especially 
now at this introductory special package price! - 
i Sea The Ampex STACKET TE™. storage rack holds up to 7 
at 6 cassettes in-or-out of their boxes. Racks interlock so 
: they can be stacked on top of each other. This special | 
‘ | offer good only while stock lasts. 


90-Minute Cassettes 
PLUS Storage Rack | AMPEX 


Airport Sales Coop Music Center 


Leominster Boylston Street: 
MIT Student Center Boston 
Children’s Hospital Music Ci 
Medical Center 4 
Lab Cuomo’s 829 Boylston St 
WIN AN $] 1,000 Keene, N.H. Salem N.H. Kenmore Sq. 
GOLD CORVETTE ot Hearing Things Music World | 
Worcester Dedham Mall 
That's the fabulous first prize in the Jordan Marsh Lincoln, R.I. 
Great Ampex blank tape Gold Award N. Kin athe, RI. Boston & Most Spectrum Electronics 
25 second prizes of ad advised that Suburban Stores Nashua, N.H. 
AC cassette recorders. 50 third Brands Mart maintains a 
200 additional prizes of a case of low, low prices are available 
fi Ampex blank cassettes. No purchase only to eg 4 gg Lafayette Radio Tweeter Etc. 
necessary. Void where prohibited by Mart cards or comeg Manchester, N.H. Framingham 
law. Get your entry blank at these Briggs & Briggs io 
Ampex dealers. Harvard Square 


Cambridge Lawrence 
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. The sound of Cizek. A brave new world in loud- 
speaker technology. 

Brave, because we dared to embark on a complex 
journey into the center of sound. A journey destined to 
explore each element of sound reproduction, to seek out 
imperfection and institute change. 

But mere change was not enough. At Cizek Audio 
Systems, we found it necessary to go beyond refinement 
to the point of creation. Creation which resulted in 8 new 


- patents to bring you closer to sound at its source. Sound 


rated by the experts to be superior to loudspeakers 
selling for many times the price. 

Yet Cizek’s primary breakthrough lies in a crossover 
network that eclipses all others. A system so precise, so 
accurately formulated, that we can guarantee response 
to within +1 dB. 


YOUR AUTHORIZED CIZEK DEALER IS: 


MASSACHUSETTS The Music Box, Inc. 
Audio Studio Sales oe 
414 Harvard Street 
. Stereo Stores 
144 Rodman Street 
Fall River 
16 Eliot Street 
Cambridge Tripod Audio 
é 219 Main Street 
160 Cambridge Street North Hampton 
Burlington 
High Fidelit 
264 Pa CA y Boston University Store 
Wy. rk Avenue 874 Commonwealth Ave 
orcester 
Harvard Square Store 
Malco, Incorporated 102 Mount Auburn St 
5 Wolcott Avenue Cambridge 
Lawrence 


: Combined with a power handling capability of 15 to 
150 watts per channel, this full range, 2-way acoustic- 
suspension loudspeaker yields a frequency curve that is 


exceptionally flat from 35 Hz-18 KHz. 


And for superior fine tuning, the Cizek loudspeaker 
features three individual frontal controls. These adjust- 
ments are specifically engineered to balance the sound to 
the acoustics of your room, simulate concert hall condi- 


tions, and increase bass response if you so desire. 


Come compare, and you'll discover our brave new 


world in loudspeaker technology. 


Cizek. Making footprints i in rie sounds of time. 


Chestnut Hill Mall 
Route 9 

86 Worcester Road 
Route 9 
Framingham 

849 Belmont Street 
Route 123 
Brockton 


MAINE 


New England Music 
713 Congress Street 
Portland 


CONNECTICUT 


Audiocom 
177 Sound Beach Avenue 
Old Greenwich 


Stereo Lab 
158 Captain Walk 
New London 


NEW HAMPSHIRE 


Campus Hi-fi, Inc. 
106 Market Street 
Manchester 


.RHODE ISLAND 


Sound-O-Rama 

758 Reservoir Street 
Cranston 
VERMONT 


Audio Den 
12 North Winooskie Street 
South Burlington 
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Help a friend’s records sound 
better and last longer — give 
a new phono cartridge. The Audio Tech- 
nica AT9OE Dual Magnet cartridge will 
improve the sound of any medium- 
priced system for just $9.95. Or, the 
professional Stanton 681 EEE Calibra- 
tion Standard cartridge ($49.95) is a 

gift that will delight the most serious 


record collector. Stanton 


A precision turntable reduces 

distortion and extends record 

life. Kenwood offers the KD1033 man- 
ual belt-drive turntable with low rumble, 

_wow, and flutter — with light tracking 
capabilities. We’ve priced the KD1033> 


at a: very ““giveable” $78. 
®KENWOOD 
Very éritical listeners will 
enjoy the wide range response 
and clarity of the Studio Design 36 two- 
way loudspeakers. You'll like the price; 


the pair costs just $99. 
} The Koss PROSLC is their 
finest dynamic headphone. 
At under $60, the PROSLC will be a 
welcome addition to any music system. 
Other quality headphones are available 


For only $99, car trips will 

‘seem shorter and more enjoy- 
able with fine music from a well-built 
auto unit — like the Craig 3136 Stereo 
FM/8 track car player. Many other 
models are also available from Pioneer 
and Royal Roadstar. (CseAIG. 


from AKG, Marantz, Pioneer, Sennheiser, 


and Superex. 


For high fidelity sound in 

your car, nothing beats the 
Jensen 6 x 9 inch coaxial car speakers 
with huge 20-ounce magnets for high 
efficiency at only $53 per pair. 


Maxell tape is a top choice 
among recording studios. 
Maxell UD open-reel tape makes any 
reel-to-reel deck perform better for un- 
der $9.35, while the Maxell UDCXL90 
cassette offers superb performance and 
uniformity for less than $6.89. 


Quantity discounts available! 


The Discwasher system ($14.95) 
_ is the expert’s choice for record 
care. The Discwasher cleans records 
gently yet thoroughly. Other effective 
record-cleaning devices are available from 


Compact; efficient, and ac- 
as little as $3.95. 


curate, KLH 100’s make 
excellent extension speakers. You can 
give this gift of music for the bedroom, 
kitchen or den for only $66 a pair. . 


Superscope portable cassette 

players offer fine construction. 
They are very useful for taking notes or 
simply enjoying music “‘on the go.”” The 
Superscope C76 is just $44. Or, you may 
choose the C102 ($69) or C103A ($83) 
with extra operating and convenience 


features. SUPE, 


Superscope EC1 electret con- 
denser microphones deliver | 
excellent sound quality with just about © 
any tape decks They.’ re very reasonably 
priced at under $15 each. Other micro- 


phones are available from Advent, AKG, 
and TEAC, 


Insure optimum tape perfor- 
mance with TEAC’s TZ261 ° 
tape deck cleaning kit ($21). TEAC also 
offers the E2 bulk eraser — a fast, easy 
way to erase large quantities of reel-to- 


CAMBRIDGE, Harvard Sq. 38 Boylston St., in the Garage QUINCY 464 Washington St.. corner of So. Artery WALTHAM “The Bargain Center” 667 Main St. 


CAMBRIDGE 182 Massachusetts Ave., at M.I.T. 


HANOVER Hanover Plaza (Rts. 53 & 139) 
BROOKLINE 870 Commonwealth Ave., across from B.U. 


BOSTON, Back Bay 240A Newbury St., near the Pru. STONEHAM 352 Main Street 


Bank Americarod 


BROCKTON 375 No. Montello St. (Rt. 28) - 


FRAMINGHAM 50 Worcester Hgwy. (Rt 9, East) 
WORCESTER 279 Main Street 
SAUGUS Rt. 1, Northbound, Augustine's Plaza 


DEDHAM 850 Providence Hgwy. (Route 1, Northbound) 


THE SERVICE CENTER: Servicing most major brands of stereo equipment, 870 Commonwealth Ave. 
TECH HIFI STORES are also in Rhode Island, Connecticut, Vermont, New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Ohio and Michigan. 
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Santa’s Diary | 4 
Phil Bertoni 


How the grinch didn't steal Christmas but everybody 
else almost did. : 


Decked Halls 

lra Alterman 

Seven steps to your tree. Illustrated by Ray 
Rue. 


Der Puppenkampt 
An original operetta. The sad tale of Wolfgang 


Richard Buell 
Schmiermittel, his sister, Heidi, and the mangelwur- 
zel famine in Lower Thuringia. 


Littlest Commando 
Joe Novak : 

A personal essay in which a child of America sets out 
to search for Christmas. . . alone. 


Rasta Santa 

Phil Bertoni 

The second annual Phoenix Christmas carol. It has a 
good beat and it’s fun to dance to — like a Kitchen- 


14 


Holiday Vinyl 
Michael Bloom 
The. best and the worst of the seasonal selections. 
Ra-ta-ta-tum, indeed. 
Soul Searching | 5 
Joe McEwen 
Back-door Santa going straight to the ghetto. Get 
down, St. Nick. 


Purely Trivial 
James Isaacs 

Brush away those mental cobwebs and try to re- 
member. What did Julie Andrews share - John 


Coltrane? 


Hanukkah 
Paula Span 

In the 50s, Hanukkah was just Christmas in drag, but 
now it's over its identity crisis. 


Window Dressing 

D.C. Denison 

Santa’s helpers have moved to Newton. Even the 
elves are afraid to show their faces in downtown de- 


partment store windows. 


Black Christmas 

Leslie Hitch 

A look at Kwanzaa, an alternative holiday celebra- 
tion for the black community. 


Frothingslosh 
Ande Zellman 

Here’s nog in your eye. A guide to uniquely festive 
booze. 


Figgy Pudding 
Susannah Garboden 

It’s only once a year, so you can afford to whip up 
something special. Real recipes for real food. 


rebate 


when you buy 
Minolta 


electronic SLR. 


Now you have 
reason settle 
for anything less. 


These Minolta electronic 35mm 
SLR’s were designed and engi- 
neered to sell for much more. 
Now, generous cash rebates 
make it possible for you to own 
one for close to what you would 
pay for a mass-produced,, 
economy camera. 

Up to $75 cash back on the 
Minolta XK. The only electronic 
35mm SLR with interchange- 
able finders and focusing 
screens, plus virtually every 
convenience and creative fea- 
ture you can imagine. $75.00 
rebate on XK with Auto-Electro 
head and MC Rokkor-X f/1.7, 
f/1.40rf/1.2 normal lens. $65.00 
rebate on XK body with Auto- 
Electro head. 

Up to $60 cash back on the 
Minolta XE-7. The whisper- 
quiet electronic shutter of this 
camera responds instantly and 
automatically to the most subtle 
changes in light. $60.00 rebate 
on XE-7with MC Rokkor-X f/1.7, 
f/1.40rf/1.2 normal lens. $50.00 
rebate on XE-7 body only. 

Up to $40 cash back on the 
Minolta XE-5. This is a modified 


version of the XE-7, popular for 


its remarkably quiet electronic 
shutter, easy handling and full 


complement of important oper- 
ating features. $40.00 rebate on 
XE-5 with MC Rokkor-X f/1.7, 
t/1.4 or f/1.2 normal lens. $30.00 
rebate on XE-5 body.only. 

What you pay for your Minolta 
electronic SLR is between you 
and your camera dealer. This 
limited time cash rebate repre- 
sents additional savings. 

You get your cash rebate di- 
rectly from Minolta when you 
buy one of these three Minolta 
electronic SLR’s between No- 
vember 1, 1976 and February 28, 
1977. Claims must be post- 
marked no later than March 15, 
1977. This offer applies only to 
Minolta cameras purchased by 
a consumer for his or her own 
use or as a gift and not for re- 
sale. Offer good only in the 
United States, U.S. Virgin Is- 
lands and Puerto Rico. Minolta 
reserves the right to modify or 
discontinue it without notice. 

For illustrated literature on 
Minolta products see your 
dealer or write Minolta Corpo- 
ration, 101 Williams Drive, Ram- 
sey, New Jersey 07446. 


Minolta 


More camera for your money. 
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HOW EVERYBO 
STOLE CHRISTMAS 


A harrowing tale of culture shock from the diary of S. Claus 


by Phil Bertoni 


December 20, 1976 

Some days I have my doubts 
about running a philanthropy. 

Today the computer went 
down. Johnny Jinglebell, my 
Data Processing honcho, rushed 
in and told me that the system 
had crashed just as he was up- 
dating the GLC file (that’s Good 
Little Children). Now we can’t 
tell who gets presents and who 
gets coal this Christmas Eve. 
The field service engineer won’t 
be here for three days, even if he 
makes the dogsled connection at 
Thule. Couldn’t happen at a 
worse time — this is the week 
that BLCs usually start to 
straighten out. Lot of turn- 
around in mid-December. 

I wouldn’t have bought the 
damn thing, except that com- 
piling a list by hand and check- 
ing it twice was getting to be 
such a damned hassle. All the 
elves in Polly Poinsettia’s Prod- 
uct Allocation department were 
pissing and moaning about the 


manual documentation, and 


Polly asked me did I think we 
were still in the quill-pen era and 
when was I going to stop being so 
hidebound and reactionary? She 
said that the tooth fairy had 
computerized her operation ages 
ago. Kept track of molars, bi- 


cuspids, cuspids and incisors; 
calculated the premium, and 
sent out checks, all automat- 
ically. Polly said that plenty of 
elves would rather work for an 
enlightened employer, and if I 
didn’t get my program together, 
I'd have some staffing prob- 
lems. 

Guess I’ll turn in now. Mrs. 
Claus still isn’t back from her 
Consciousness-Raising session, 
but I’ve got to see the account- 
ant early. 


December 21, 1976 

Bad news from the accoun- 
tant. My Kringle Foundation 
can’t support the toy-making 
operation much longer. He ex- 
plained to me that the revenues 
from the cold-storage business 
were insufficient to cover the in- 
creases in overhead and labor 
costs from the toy workshop. 

“You shouldn’t have given the 
elves a 20 percent wage hike,” he 
muttered, “It’s inflationary.” 

“What could I do?” I said, 
“The union put the squeeze on 
me. Look, Harry, I’m not trying 
to turn a profit here. All I want to 
do is to give gifts to good little 
children. What’s wrong with 
that?” 

‘*Fiscally unsound,’’ he 
sniffed, ““You’re not getting any 
return. My advice to you, cash- 


flow-wise, is to affix a nominal 
charge to each gift, and —” 
ers i you get out of here,” I 


groaned. 

“OK, OK,” he muttered, stuf- 
fing his account sheets into his 
briefcase, “but if you don’t in- 
crease revenues, you’re going to 
have to cut back on costs. Mon- 
ey is money. You wanna play 
Santa Claus? OK. But don’t 
come crying to me when you 
can’t keep those elves in milk 
and cookies!” 

After he stormed out, I took a 
stroll over to the workshop. I 
needed a lift, and it always glad- 
dens my jolly old heart to see all 
those merry little elves tapping 
and painting and singing away in 
happy little munchkin voices. 
But as I approached the work- 
shop there was a preterfatural 
silence. Alarmed, I threw open 
the door, to find 70 stone-stiff 
elves sitting silently around the 
work table, with their eyes closed 
and their expressions frozen. 

“My God!” I shouted, “It’s the 
Grinch again! He’s killed my 
goddam elves! I’ll waste him this 
time, I swear!” 

And 70 little munchkin voices 


_ shushed me in unison, sounding 


like a toilet with a stuck float. I 
was upset. Even Santa Claus 
throws off sparks when he’s pro- 
voked. “What is this?” I yelled. 


in 


“Three crafting days left till 
Christmas and you're all taking 
a morning siesta around the 
work table?” 

Then up spoke little Frankie 
Frostheave. If pimples were 
placemats, he’d be a banquet 
setting. He’s the snottiest 
troublemaking runt this side of 
Middle Earth. “We're medita- 
ting, Claus,” he whined. 

“Yeah? Well, how about fa- 
bricating? Grab more lumber 
and less slumber.” 

“Meditation isn’t sleep,” he 
screeched, jabbing his gnarled 
little digit at me. “It’s a way of re- 
laxing the mind and body to re- 
new the self, and integrate with 
reality.” 

“You relax your mind and 
body any more and you'll have to 
wear rubber pants,” I rejoin- 
dered. 

“Wrong, wrong, wrong!” he 
shouted, and jumped up on the 
table. ‘“‘Meditators are more 
creative and better able to cope 
with the social pressures of the 
modern world! We are better- 
balanced than anyone and can 
relate to all people on a one-to- 
one basis!” 

‘“‘Meditators are also more 
likely to have nightmares in the 
daytime,” I pointed out. “Now 
come on, folks, think of the kids. 
Just get the toys out by Christ- 


th tt 


mas, and I won’t care if you do 
tantra yoga till your prana sticks 
out. Make toys for now, OK?” 
With a masa grumble, they 
started back to work and Frank- 
ie, whose mouth was dabbled 
with flecks of foam, wailed that 
he didn’t see why his creativity 
should be wasted on making 
things, and how dare I interfere 
with his talent for relating to 
people on a one-to-one basis? It 
was a good thing, he sobbed, that 
he could handle daily social pres- 


sures. 

I sighed and trudged back to 
the office. On the way, Minnie 
Mistletoe came panting up and 
told me there was a fellow from 
Washington waiting for me in- 
side. I groaned. The last visitor I 
had from Washington was a 
colonel back in 1968. The Pen- 
tagon was officially advising me 
to laugh “Ha, ha, ha!” and to re- 
frain from ‘‘Ho, ho, ho!” which, 
they claimed, was giving aid and 
comfort to the enemy. The col- 
onel hinted that non-compli- 
ance might invite protective 
reaction. “What are you gonna 
do?” I recall asking him, “Bomb 
us back into the Ice Age?” 

When I walked in, I found a 
Mr. Sneed of the Food and Drug 
Administration, who presented 
me with a departmental order 

Continued on page 6 
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An exciting new concept in loud- 
speaker styling and technology.. 


Never before have you encountered loud- 
speakers that have the sleek, supremely. con- 
temporary appearance of B.E.S. Geostatics. 
Never before have you encountered speakers _ 
that provide such uniform dispersion in all 
directions and in all planes. -All in all, they’re 
the most visually pleasing loudspeakers we’ve 
ever encountered at Tech Hifi. 


B:E.S. the loudspeakers 
that don’t look like. loudspeakers. 


B.E.S, Geostatic speaker systems use no 
cones, do not employ. horns or electro- 
statics; and require no enclosure. The heart 
‘of the technology is a'patented polymer 


diaphragm, which radiates full frequency 
sound in an “omnipolar” dispersion pattern 


that surrounds you with music . . .wherever 
you're sitting or standing. What’s more, 
because of this new technology, B.E.S.’s 
designers were free to style speakers with- 
out the constraints of a traditionally bulky’ 
speaker enclosure (the Geostatics measure 
only 3% inches from front to back). The 


deepest bass potential and highest 


~ the B.E.S. d60 is priced considerably 
_.below the d120. Like the d120, 


result is extremely satisfying, both from 
an acoustical and aesthetic standpoint. 


The four-driver B.E.S. d120, the 
most sophisticated speaker in the 
Geostatic line, consists of two extru- 
ded aluminum modules suspended 
in a solid oak cradle. It has the 


power handling ability of any Geo- 
static speaker. - 


A one-module, three-driver system, 


frequency range extends to 20,000 © 
Hz. in all directions and planes. Its 
handsome extruded aluminum modu 
is suspended in a cradle finished in 
simulated walnut vinyl. 


The moderately-priced u60 presents an 
attractive option in speaker styling. Stand- 
ing on a simple base, the u60 emphasizes the 
contemporary look of the sleek aluminum 
module. Its two Geostatic drivers deliver 
range-spanning frequency response with high 
efficiency. And dispersion is omnipolar up 
to 18 kHz- so an exciting stereo effect is 
maintained everywhere in your listening room. 


Come in to Tech Hifi for a demon- 
stration of these or any other quality 
components. 


You can’t fully appreciate these new B.E.S. 
Geostatic loudspeakers without actually seeing 
and hearing them. So we invite you to come 
in to Tech Hifi in New England for a personal 
demonstration. While you’re here, we can also 
demonstrate numerous other loudspeakers, re- 


REGISTERED TRADE MARK 


Systems 
ceivers, turntables and tape decks that are 
distinguished both in appearance and per- 
formance. Let us help you “design” a system 
that looks as good as it sounds. Or you can 
select one from our comprehensive selection 


of “packaged” music systems starting as low 
as $199. 


-And, remember, because of the massive 
buying power of the fifty-five Tech Hifi stores, 
we can guarantee you the lowest prices in 
New England for B.E:S. and all other quality 
brands and still provide our 14 Customer Sat- 
isfaction Guarantees. 


CAMBRIDGE, Harvard Sq. 38 Boylston St., in the Garage QUINCY 464 Washington St., corner of So. Artery WALTHAM “The Bargain Center” 667 Main St. 


CAMBRIDGE 182 Massachusetts Ave., at M1I.T. 


BROOKLINE‘ 870 Commonwealth Ave., across from B.U. 
BOSTON, Back Bay 240A Newbury St., near the Pru. 


BANKAMERICARD. 


HANOVER Hanover Plaza (Rts. 53 & 139) 
BROCKTON 375 No. Montelio St. (Rt. 28) 
STONEHAM 352 Main Street 

DEDHAM 850 Providence Hgwy. (Route 1, Northbound) 


THE SERVICE CENTER: Servicing most major brands of stereo equipment, 870 Commonwealth Ave. 
TECH HIF STORES are also in Rhode Island, Connecticut, Vermont, New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Ohio and Michigan. 


FRAMINGHAM 50 Worcester Hgwy. (Rt. 9, East) 
WORCESTER 279 Main Street 
SAUGUS Rt. 1, Northbound, Augustine's Plaza 


master charge 
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This Christmas, Give 
a Better’ Tennis’ Game. 


Give A Course at TENNIS/NOW — an ideal present for anyone 
who is or wants to get into tennis, including yourself. Twenty- 
four different Adult and Junior courses to choose from, each 
designed to build skill and confidence on the court. Or, if you 
prefer, give a Gift Certificate for private instruction, ball machine 
practice, membership in our Indoor Playing Center, or some- 
thing from our Pro Shop. TENNIS/NOW — for the tennis players 
in your life, a unique gift to suit your budget. 


| 


Learning & Practice Centers/The First Name in Tennis Instruction 


12 Watertown Street. Watertown 924-6363 
Commonwealth Avenue, Woburn 935-6266 


1765 Mass. Ave. Cambridge 
next to Cambridge Country Store 


Alpine 
EMS 


Eastern Mountain Sports, the 
biggest name in cross-country 
skiing equipment now stocks 
DOWNHILL too. 


EMS now offers Lovett Downhill skis in a com- 
plete package — skis, boots, bindings, poles and 
mounting. All prices are uninflated, bringing you 
a true, alpine ski value. Just compare the com- f 
ponents of the Lovett package with 
others offered in the same price range. 
Lovett GLM Ski — Foam core glass- 
wrapped construction with ABS top edges to re- 
sist chipping. A wonderful choice for the beginner, 
this ski has the edging quality, stability andre- ~~ | 
sponsiveness appreciated by the advancedskier. 
Raichle Jet-Flow Boot — Rugged, light- 
weight two-piece hinged shell closed with adjust- 
able patented Raichle buckles. Inner boot ecadl 
material molds to foot. 


Adult Alpine Package 
Lovett GLM Ski $79.50 
Raichle Jet-Flow Boot 55.00 
Tyrolia 150 Step-In Bindings 50.00 
Scott Pole 14.00 
Mounting 7.50 
f Total Package Price: 

suggested retail 00 

EMS Value 
Package Price: $129.50 


Junior Alpine Package 
_ with Lovett Hummer Ski $109.50 


“The Ski” — the leading U.S. made high- 
performance recreational ski. Features such as soft- 
flex ski, multi-piece core, double camber in tail and 
“Chamfer-Damper” all give “The Ski” performance. 
The winner of more PFA Mogul Skiing events than 
all other skis combined. You have to ski it to 
believe it. $245.00 
Available in a complete package including “The 
Ski”, Spademan Bindings, Raichle Freestyle Boot, 
Scott Pole and mounting. 
Total Package Price: 
EMS Value 
Package Price: $345.00 


suggested retail $499.00 


Eastern Mountain Sports Inc. 


Boston’s Specialists in Skiing, Backpacking, and Wool and Down Clothing 


EMS Boston EMS Wellesley (The Mountain Shop) | 
1041 Commonwealth Avenue 189 Linden Street 

Boston, Massachusetts Wellesley, Massachusetts 

(617) 254-4250 (617) 237-2645 


EMS Boston /Downtown 
One Winthrop Square 
Boston, Massachusetts 
(617) 482-4414 


STORE HOURS: STORE HOURS: STORE HOURS: 
Monday-Friday 9am-9pm Monday-Friday 9am-6pm Monday-Friday 9am-9pm 
Saturday 9am-5:30pm Saturday 9am-5pm Saturday 9am-5:30pm 


Master Charge — BankAmericard — American Express accepted 


Continued from page 24 
enjoining me to cease and desist 
from certain unsanitary prac- 
tices. 

“Unsanitary practices?” I was 
puzzled. “I’ve never committed 
an unsanitary practice in my 
life.” 

“Oh, come now, Mr. Claus,” 
he smirked, “you know quite 
well what this is all about.” 

“Well, I did sit in some rein- 
deer doo once,” I admitted, “but 
I scrubbed it right off and never 
let Blitzen ride shotgun again.” 
He turned a little pale, I 
thought, and his breath seemed 
to catch, but he recovered and 
snarled, ‘““Mr. Claus, do you or 
do you not dispense foodstuffs in 
common articles of clothing?” 

“Huh?” 

_ “The stockings, Mr. Claus, the 
stockings? Hm?” he chuckled 
deprecatingly. 

You could have knocked me 
over with a snowflake. “Well, of 
course I do! Santa always puts 
goodies in childrens’ stockings! 
What’s Christmas without 
that?” 

“My God, you’re shameless!” 
he croaked, “I’ve confronted 
men who put rat parts in peanut 
butter, and even they showed 
some remorse! But you .... 
Yecch! Look here, do you admit 
that you even put oranges in the 
toes?” He gulped. 

“Hell, yes! Invariably! What 
is a Christmas stocking, I’d like 
to know, without a fat juicy or- 
ange stuck down in the toe?” 

“You filthy old man!” He 
gagged audibly. “You don’t 
know where those people’s feet 
have been! You don’t know if 
they wash their socks every day! 
You don’t know if they wash 
their feet before dressing! They 
could have anything! They could 
have athlete’s fo — Aaugh! 
Aaagh! Oh, please! Talk about 
something else! Urp! Hurry! If 
you don’t I'll... !” 

Mr. Sneed then committed an 
unsanitary practice on my rug 
and left. But his papers were on 
the square. No more goodies in 
stockings. All foodstuffs to be 
shrink-wrapped and stamped 
clearly with last-day-of-use in- 
formation. 

Perpetuating the blessings of 
Christmas isn’t what it used to 
be. I'll leave off for now, since | 
hear Mrs. Claus coming in from 
her Arctic Women’s Caucus 
meeting. 


December 22, 1976 

You know, I’d never thought of 
Santa Claus as an oppressor. I 
guess there’s a good case for it, 
though. Last night when Mrs. 
Claus came home, accompanied 
by a contingent of elf-women, I 
offered to reheat the coffee for 
her and the other lovely ladies. 

“You swine,” she said, and her 
old grey locks trembled with 
rage. 

“Pardon, dear?” I said, “I 


| don’t believe’I caught what you 


just said, there.” 


“Oh, you'll catch it all right,” 


she snapped. There was a mur- 
mur around the room. “We’ve 
been discussing you and your no- 


tions of male superiority all 


evening. And it’s time you and I 
had it out.” 

Frankly, I was embarrassed. 
“Well, sure,” I answered, “but 
shouldn’t we perhaps wait until 
the company leaves?” 

“These are my sisters!” she 
said, “What concerns me con- 
cerns us all!’ There was a 
munchkin-like chorus of as- 
sents. “And I’m tired of being 
treated as a sex object!” 

I was stunned for a moment, 


but I thought a tension-breaker ~ 


might be in order. “Sex object? 
Dear, you’re four hundred years 
old and you look every day of it!” 
I chortled, hopefully. 

“Pig!” she shouted. 

“Darling, that was a joke! — 
Of course I didn’t ...” 

“A joke!” spat Tillie Tinsel, 
“You see, Mary, put them on the 
spot and they make a joke. They 
won’t take woman seriously. A 


chuckle and a pat on the ass!” 

I slumped down on the sofa, 
and Mafy tore into me the way 
an” Eskimo ‘tears into~bear fat. 
She told me she was tired of be- 
ing my appendage; of being 
quaint old Mrs. Claus, the earth 
mother, with no recognition in 
her own right; fed up with mak- 
ing cookies and getting the ash- 
and-soot tarnish off my suit; 
frustrated at never having had 
the fulfillment of a career while I 
went flying all over the world, to 
one glamour spot after another. 

Well, she certainly opened my 
eyes — I hadn’t had a notion 
that any of those things were on 
her mind. But I could see her 
point and I told her so. I said 
that I was sure we could split up 
the household work more equit- 
ably, and give her a greater role 
in managing the toy operation. 

“See, Mary?” piped up Tillie 
again, ‘“‘Confront them and 
they’ll admit you’re right! Old- 
est trick in the book!” : 

Thus prompted, Mary hissed, 
“And another thing. You’ve nev- 
er given me a vaginal orgasm!” 

I tried to melt down between 
the sofa cushions, and failed. I 
told her that I never knew she 
wanted one. I reminded her that 
the twin beds had been her idea. 
Well, it just got real ugly after 
that. I suppose thjs is not the 
first time that a fellow well on in 
years has found out that he 
doesn’t really know the woman 
he loves. Well, you don’t stay 
married for 380 years without 
learning how to change. 

That was last night. This 
morning I had a call from the ac- 
countant. Told me I shouldn’t 
order coal. I explained that I had 
to have coal to give to the bad 
children. He countered that the 
price of coal was skyrocketing. 
Then he had another bright idea. - 
“Since coal is so valuable,” he 
said, “why not give coal to the 
good children and presents to the 

I hung up on jhim. Minnie 
brought in a fellow from the De- 
partment of Labor, who said he 
wanted to talk to me about my 
racial discrimination. I’m afraid 
my temper got the better of me. 
“Do you know who I am?” I hol- 
lered, “I’m Santa Claus! Christ- 
mas! Love! Universal Brother- 
hood! For hundreds of years I’ve 
brought joy to children all over 
the world, black, brown, white, 
red, and yellow, and never for a 
moment favored one over 
another!” 

He smiled overtolerantly. “I’m 
sure your record in that depart- 
ment is relatively good, Mr. 
Claus. But I’m here to discuss your 
hiring policies.” 

. “Hiring? Why I’ve got every 
race of little people known to 
man, and some besides, working 
in my shop: elves, brownies, fair- 
ies, leprechauns, goblins, ko- 
bolds, wood-sprites, and pixies! 

“Ah, now you're getting to the 
nub, Mr. Claus. It’s size. You 
hire only little people. I’m here 
to advise you that unless this 


. discriminatory practice ceases, 


we are prepared to sue you on be- 
half of the trolls and ogres.” 

“Trolls and ogres! You’re kid- 
ding! Size isn’t the question — 
they’re vicious! Everybody 
knows that! They’re cannibals! 
There’s nothing they like better 
than to munch on an elf, with 
maybe a couple of brownies for 
dessert!” 

He was sure that there were 


- good trolls and bad trolls, like 


everyone else, and demanded 
that I begin active recruitment of 
huge, malevolent, anthro- 
pophagic beings. He left. I 
opened the mail, to find a letter 
from the John Birch Society, 
hinting at unspecified drastic ac- 
tion if I didn’t stop wearing a 
“red sute” (sic). Sammy Snow- 
flake called me up to report that 
a spill from the Alaskan Pipe- 
line was headed my way, and it 
was melting ice like butter in a 
Radarange. I told him to call the 

EPA. 
Charlie Chestnut gave me his 
weekly report, Seems produc- 
Continued on page 40 
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HOW TRIM 
CHRISTMAS 


Seven steps to a decked hall 


ASS 


Selecting a Tree 
Pick a tree that’s right for you. Ask yourself these three 
questions: 1) Will the tree fit into my home? 2) Did I buy 
this tree from a man named Arthur? 3) Do I celebrate 
Christmas? If your answer to any of these questions is 
no” (or “yes” in the case of question #2), then either 


choose another tree (in the case of question #1) or save 
your money and buy your mother something nice — like © 


a goat (in the case of question #3). 


Making your own decorations 

Many traditionalists prefer making their own Christ- 
mas decorations to buying them. They string chains of 
popcorn, cranberries and gingerbread, then drape them 
over the tree and spend Christmas wondering where the 
swarms of fruit flies and ants came from. 

This year, you may want to do things differently. For 
an effect that is both natural and unusual, try covering 
the tree with phlegm. It is a project the whole family can 
be involved in. If you’re decorating for invalids or shut- 
ins, make ornaments from aspirin and gaily-colored pills. 


And those on a tight budget might try decorating the tree’ 


with salt. It is inexpensive and seasonal, yet bland and 
unattractive. 


Text by Ira Alterman 
Illustrations by Ray Rue 


Where to put your tree 

Many people like to put their Christmas trees in their 
own homes. “I dufno,” said one man. “It just makes 
Christmas seem more, you know, personal.” 

Good point. Pick a room where the tree and the whole 
family fit comfortably. If you don’t have a family and 
celebrate Christmas alone, pick the room that will be 
most convenient, like the bathroom, so you can be close 
to the razor blades. There’s nothing more depressing 
than celebrating Christmas alone. You probably 
shouldn’t put your tree in the kitchen, or you’ll spend the 
next month picking pine needles out of your Wheaties; 


and keep it out of the bedroom, unless you want to wake 
_ up One morning up to your fern in tinsel. That leaves just — 
the and.the The attic is a fine for. 


the tree if you happen to be hiding from the Nazis. 


When to trim the tree 

There are two theories about when to trim your Christ- 
mas tree. One is that you should trim it at least three 
weeks before Christmas, so the small children in the 
house will have a chance to break all the decorations and 
eat all the candy before December 25. The other is that 
you should wait until Christmas eve, so that when you 
run out of tinsel, all the stores will be closed. In either 
case, you will never have enough extension cords. 
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Erecting your tree 

The first problem with Christmas trees is that you 
have to get them to stand up. Two of the most popular 
methods are swearing at the tree until one of you gets a 
hernia, or pointing a loaded gun at the thing and scream- 
ing, “Up against the wall and spread ’em, turkey.’”’ These 
are also two of the least successful methods. 

Tact and last year’s tree-stand failing, you might also 
consider: 1) Nailing the tree to the wall. 2) Digging a pit 
in the livingroom, then filling it in around the tre trunk. 
3) Wedging the tree between two Pontiacs. 


( 
- When to untrim the tree 


Some people feel that you should take down your 
Christmas decorations no later than December 26. Some 
people feel that, since the tree is an offering to God, God 
should take down the decorations. But God has other 
problems, not the least of which is Hanukkah. So he will 
not take the decorations down. He will only make the 
tree turn brown. It is a trick he learned in summer camp. 
If you wait for God to take down the decorations, you’ll 
spend a lot of time over the holidays thinking about 
Death Valley. 


Disposing of your tree 

In modern America there are three popular ways of dis- 
posing of a used Christmas tree. One is putting it down 
the garbage disposal. One is flushing it down the toilet. 
One is leaving it outside for the trash men to take away. 
People have the most success flushing it down the toilet. 
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by Richard Buell 

So Hansel und Gretel is the 
only German Christmas opera 
you ever heard of. Are you lucky! 
We present: 


Der Puppenkampf 
or, 
hot-to-trot Tots. 


OVERTURE 
Act one 

The scene: the rolling up- 
lands of Lower Thuringia be- 
tween the thirteenth and nine- 
teenth centuries, somewhere 
around lunchtime. Jn the fore- 
ground is a two-storey peasant 
dwelling. The bright. Thuringi- 
an sunshine sparkles upon its 
gaily painted chimney pots and 
its rackety, much-used fire es- 
cape. The air‘ hums with bird- 
song and CB radio signals. It is 
Spring. 


As the curtain rises, your at- 
tention is drawn to the rotund, 
loveable figure of Frau Schmier- 
mittel, mother of the rotund, 
loveable twins Wolfgang and 
Heidi. Frau Schmiermittel is 
busying herself in the garden. 
Today she collects edible weeds 
for the chocolate tsimmis she 
will be cooking for the feast of 
St. Hedwig. In an aside to the 
prompter, she ponders the ne- 
cessity of a thorough rinsing to 
get rid of the dog urine. The 
Schmiermittels’ loutish neigh- 
bors often make coarse jokes 
about the weed garden, likening 
it to a vacant lot. Worse, they 
send their dogs there under cover 
of night. 
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UPPENKAMPF 


An alternative operetta 


Wolfgang and Heidi enter on 
skateboards, the one clad in a 
peasant tunic and Gucci leder- 
hosen, the other in your basic- 
black dirndl. They sing the 
praises of the Motherland in 
carefully augmented fourths. (In 
German-speaking countries it 
was once customary at this point 
for audiences to join in the sing- 
ing of this well-known anthem, 
then to leave the theater in 
search of schnapps and Brat- 
wurst. This is no longer encour- 
aged.) 

Next enters Herr Schmier- 
mittel, otherwise known as Fritz, 
a baritone. He swings his ax ca- 
valierly, as he is brimming with 
satisfaction at having com- 
pleted a hard day’s work in the 
Great Dark Forest. Fondly dand- 
ling Wolfgang and Heidi, one to 
each knee, he reminds them that 
it is now the season to collect the 
mangel-wurzel; that he is count- 
ing on them to return home to- 
morrow with plenty of -mangel- 
wurzel; that indeed life in Thu- 
ringia isn’t worth a hoot in hell 
without mangel-wurzel. The 
twins harken. Fritz then gathers 
them to his bosom and repeats 
his cabaletta on the subject of 
mangel-wurzel. They wish they 
hadn’t harkened. But soon it’s 
beddy-byes, and the lighting be- 
comes downright creepy. Taking 
a hint, the curtain soon falls on 
Scene One of Act One of Der 
Puppenkampf. 


Next day the twins are up with 
the birds. They are more excited / 
about the mangel-wurzel than 
they will admit to anybody but a 


houseful of sloppy drunk opera- 
goers. We see little of Wolfgang 
and Heidi in this scene, for they 
are off in a flash, their big round 
eyes aglow with anticipation. 
The elder Schmiermittels seize 
the opportunity to engage in an 
extended duet extolling the 
pleasures of married love, and 
for the first time in the opera 
Herr Schmiermittel lays down- 
his ax. Echoing the singers’ 
plaint in an uncalled-for retro- 
grade inversion — and here the 
score calls for the triangles to 
play maestoso — the percussion 
choir imparts an atmosphere of 
eerie beauty to the gentle bill- 
ings and cooings onstage. Then 
the orchestra surges to a fortissi- 
mo of truly ear-splitting brilli- 
ance. Herr and Frau Schmier- 
mittel suddenly remember that 


_ this is a G-rated operetta and de- 


cide to cool it until after the next 
curtain. 

Enter next a delightful chorus 
of wood nymphs, forest rangers, 
and satyrs. The female corps de 
ballet, if there is one, soon en- 
ters, randomly executing a 
breathtaking succession of jetes, 
pirouetts, and flambes. The ex- 
ertion having moistened their tu- 
tus, they depart shyly. ; 

_ The chorus and female corps 
de ballet have done their work 
efficiently; time has elapsed. It is 
now late afternoon in Lower 
Thuringia. Suddenly, with a 
mighty honking and loosening of 
dust, a long, sleek, shiny, jet 
black limousine pulls up before 
the Schmiermittels’ humble cot- 
tage. Choking on the sulfur diox- 
ide, chlorinated hydrocarbons 


ony Aey 


and other varieties of chemical 
schmutz that have invaded their 
domain, Frau and Herr Schmier- 
mittel are aghast to see emerg- 
ing from the limousine none 
other than Wolfgang and Heidi. 
The twins chorus merrily: “O 
Father and Mother, a mangel- 
wurzel couldn’t be hadfor hide 
nor hair, but we done got some- 
thing else with a hyphen that’s 
kinghell sockola — a Daimler- 
Benz!” 

Herr Schmiermittel becomes 


enraged, though there is in his 


. rage a measure of neurotic guilt. 
(The attentive will be cluedin by 
the appearance of the “Stupidi-.~ 
ty” motif in the solo trombone.) — 


Sadly, he asks himself if he ~ 
hasn’t neglected the twins’ edu- 


cation. Why do they not realize 
that. a mangel-wurzel is a 
ety of the common beet having-a~~ 


large yellowish root, used chief- ~~ - 


ly as cattle feed? As rage wins’ - 
out over guilt, he brandishes his . 
ax and banishes Wolfgang and ~ 


Heidi to the Great Dark Forest." 


‘“‘Mangel-wurzels . you: shall” 


seek ‘or forever be damned!” he 
rants. “Thunderation! Yo-ho-to- 
ho!”” His anger reaches a pin- 
nacle of refinement at an inter- 
polated high C-sharp. A rumi- 
native monologue follows: the 
celebrated “Do you know what 
the payments on these things 
are?” In an atmosphere of al- 
most emetic tension, the cur- 
tain slowly falls on Act One. 


After a decent interval, Act 
Two commences as the curtain 
rises on a dimly lit stage. It is the 

Continued on page 10 
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ec 3 right dere in da camera ere it can't get lost or nothin 
ELECTRONIC FLASH —< \ guys from Vivitar say da Model 602 has a guide number of 32 
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= * helps you master professional style bounce Bs SS batteries, which sounds pretty flashy to me, ya know. Dey say with 
flashes for soft-shadow photos. Its tilting flash ham. da Model 602 youse gonna save some money, ‘cause ya won't 


ever have to buy flashcubes again, not to mention it don't cost much 
to buy in the first place. And it comes all wrapped up in a fancy 
Gift Outfit with a wrist strap, batteries and film. Now, ya got any 
questions? Well, come on down to da store today and let our 

picture takin’ experts show ya all da new ‘‘Point’n'Shoot” 
Pocket Cameras from Vivitar. 


as head accurately aims the bounce. Its built-in ex- 
posure sensor automatically controls the light. 


The 273 a little powerhouse, too, with a 
guide number of 50 (ASA 25) and Vivitar’s 
Thyristor Circuitry to virtually eliminate wasted 
power. In the automatic mode of operation, the 
273 can deliver up. to 700 flashes from a single 
set of 4-1.5V AA alkaline batteries, with a recycle 
time as iast as 0.5 second. The 273 kit includes a 

wide angle attachment and a 12” PC shutter cord. 
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PUPPEN 


Continued from page 8 
dimmest, lowest quarter of the 
Great Dark Forest, and here are 
Wolfgang and Heidi putzing 
around with the marigolds and 
the petunias, without a care in 
the world. This is a scene of un- 
spoiled natural beauty and the 
twins really appreciate such 
things. At least that’s the mess- 
age they’re trying to get across 
by all that sniffing of flowers and 
tree-hugging. The music here is 
wonderfully charming asnd un- 
affected — one dynamite show 
tune, then another, then 
another. 

Wolfgang and Heidi aren’t 
feeling too keen on the nuclear 
family at the moment; besides, 
they had dined well at a road- 
side hash house in Upper Thu- 
ringia on their way home with 
the limousine. It seems time to 
go sleep, so they fashion them- 
selves a make-do bed out of 
pussywillows and shredded sty- 
rofoam. (There was a certain 
amount of useful litter in this 
part of the Great Dark Forest.) 
Heidi is momentarily startled by 
the cry of the blue-crested pro- 
thonatory auk, a bird which 
opens its throat and launches in- 
to glorious song only at sunset, 
and only in this particular Zip 
Code area. ““To-whit to-woo jug 


jug hotcha whit-whit creedle!”’ it 
sings. But in the orchestra the 
reassuring voice of the tenor sax- 
ophone takes up the tune. This is 
the signal for the entrance of The 
Fey Sandperson, a dim, willowy 
figure of indeterminate gender 
who slinks in, waves a wand, 
then departs. (He or she gets 


union scale for this, without even 


sounding a note. The only re- 
quirement for the part is sure- 
ness of foot, since there are 
hordes of motionless supers all 
over the stage, hidden under 
papier-mache rocks, lurking be- 


hind papier-mache trees, trying’ 


not to get in the way of the back- 
projected gaudy sunset. These 
extras are the Beneficent Wood 
Goblins whose tuneful chorus is 
intended to protect the two kids 
from all harm as darkness falls 
and the effects of radiational 
cooling begin to be felt. It works, 
since in a couple of minutes the 
lights are up — it’s dawn — and 
the two kids don’t look mussed 
up in any way that would alarm 
the Holy Name Society). 

With the new day, however, 
comes hunger, and this, like 
every other goddam thing in Der 
Puppenkampf has its Leitmotiv 
in the orchestra pit; in this case 
it’s the ominous Leerbauch 
complex of melodic fragments. 
Wolfgang and Heidi wander 
hither and thither, to the flies, to 
the apron, to each other, then 


round again. In frustration 
Wolfgang immolates his 
Baedeker’s Guide to Swa 
and Gullies. Heidi, not to 
outdone rerfounces her Diner’s 
Club card. 

But lo! what is that delightful 
fragrance’ (Change of scene. A 
thick scrim unfurls from above, 
one by one there appear the 
fabulous architectural features 
of — The Magic Delicatessen!) 

As traditionally depicted in 
Middle European productions of 
Der Puppenkampf, the magic 
Delicatessen is a crazy Gothic 
revival palace made out of edible 
goodies. Turrets of liverwurst, 
flying buttresses made of Edam 
cheese, mango chandeliers. The 
twins are half-crazed with the 
gustatory hots. Eyeing the 
ornate chapel fashioned out of 
smoked herring, Wolfgang cries, 
“Yummy! Hopsassa! What I 
could do with a piece of apse!” 


Heidi madly ogles the dormer 


windows of stuffed cabbage. 
There is alimentary intoxication 
in the air. More than that, it is 
Waltz Time! Everything is 
drawn into a pulsating, grandly 
orchestrated triple time, 
Wolfgang and Heidi circle the 
enchanted edifice with faultless 
footwork, meanwhile singing: 

O, for a bowl of red-hot suet! 
Or better still, the absinthe 

cruet! 

In mid-gush the spell is sud- 


denly broken. The cold cuts be- 
gin to.languish. A menace is in 
the air. From behind a gigantic 
bread box comes the dread fi- 
gure of Irmtraut, the Witch of In- 
digestion. Heidi and Wolfgang 
agelekty recall what Momma and 
ada had told them about her: 
that she likes to lure hungry 
waifs into her domain and cook 
them! Moreover, she is reputed 
to have a certificate from the 
Cordon Bleu. What is most 
bone-chilling about Irmtraut’s 
demeanor today is that she is 
songful. Songful in that poly- 
tonal way that makes a hideous 
mockery of tonic and dominant, 
rodgers and hart. What was this 
ghastly tune she was croaking? 
Deck the halls with boughs 
of chale 
Tra-la-la, etc. 
She had a horrid way of pro- 
nouncing “etc.” 

The Witch Irmtraut, usually 
portrayed by a Waltraute on the 
way up or a Kundry on the way 
down, is a bitch of a part. Flail 
and stagger, tweak nose, squat, 
do-si-do — it calls for a singing 
actress with a formidable car- 
riage. Children will cover their 
eyes — and so will many adults 
— as Irmtraut maneuvers the 
twins closer and closer to the 
edge of the giant Waring blend- 
er. There is the hissing qua- 
train: 

Moonlight becomes you! 


ted; there is an auditorium full 


-brunch that Irmtraut was going to 


It goes with your hair! 
You certainly know 
the right things 
To wear! S-s-s-s-s-s-s-s-! 

But this couldn’t go on like 
this, no way. Heidi and Wolf- 
gang could be having their thir- 
tieth hangover of the month and 
still be nimbler than your work- 
aday Wagnerian contralto. So in 
goes Irmtraut — kazizzle! — and 
the lights dim as a bit of winged 
helmet flies from the opening of 
the blender, then a piece of 
lady’s Frei boot, then nothing at 
all. That is the end of Irmtraut. 

It has been some two and one- 
half hours of glutinous melodies 
in easy keys, fulsomely orchestra- 


of strained bladders, grateful — 
all of them — for the emergence 
of a whole stageful of tiny tots 
held captive for that great 


give. But never did, thanks to 
Wolfgang and Heidi. In a trice 
the twins’ parents are there, 
looking transfigured, as if by an 
apotheosis. Heidi notes that 
they’ve run up quite a lot of 
mileage on the Daimler-Benz, 
which also looks pretty transfi- 
gured. A gigantic hymn of praise 
to the Hapsburg monarchy en- 
sues, an interminable fugue cli- 
maxed by tango rhythms. There 
is a foot-stomping ovation for the 
venerable conductor, Martin 
Bormann. Martin Bormann? O 


A Little Bit More 


More Like The Movies; A Little Bit 
More: The Radio; Up On The 


DR. HOOK 


Little Bit More 


See Them Live 
With Other Special Guests At 


The WRKO Christmas Concert 
Dec. 17th at 7:30 pm in Hynes Aud. | 


Mountain; Only Sixteen; Jungle To 
The Zoo; Bad Eye Bill; What About 
You; If Not You; A Couple More 


Years. 


$3.69 Ip 


$4.99 
tape 


HARVARD SQ. (Opp. The Lodge 


reserve seats $9 & $10 at 
The Hynes Box Office Only 


) 27 Brattle St. ¢ Phone 492-1471 @ Mon.-Sat. 9am-12 Midnight, Sun. 12-6 
KENMORE SQ. (On The Corner) 541A Comm. Ave. © PHone 267-1124 @ Mon.-Fri. 10am-1am, Sat. 9:30am-12 Midnight, Sun. 12-6 
PRUDENTIAL (Across From Pru) 829 Boyiston St. ¢ Phone 536-2400 © Mon.-Sat. 10am-12 Midnight, Sun. 12-6 


NAHAS 


WE OFFER A FINE SELECTION OF HANDCRAFTED FOOTWARE FOR 
MEN & WOMEN: FRYE BOOTS, BORT CARLETON, OLOF 
DAUGHTERS, BASS WEEJUNS AND MORE. 


RYE 


30 STYLES AND COLORS OF CLOGS 
FROM ORIGINAL DANISH AND SWEDISH 
MAKERS. WE ALSO CARRY A NICE 
SELECTION OF WOMAN’S SHOES, 
HANDBAGS, BELTS, WALLETS, 
LEATHER VESTS AND COATS. 


NAHAS LEATHER 
65 CHARLES ST. 
BOSTON, MASS. 


Try Our Weekly Special 


723-6176 
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by Joe Novak © 

In the beginning there was tin- 
sel and greed. Electric reindeer 
steamed and gleamed garishly 
from the rooftops of suburban 
New Jersey. Colored lights sur- 
rounded windows and doors. One 
had an outdoor tree as well as an 
indoor tree. It was the Golden 
Age for General Motors and 


Mattel. I believed in. Santa; 


Claus a ‘Year Jongér than ‘anyone 
on my block, not so much be- 
cause I was retarded, but be- 
cause I needed something to hold 
onto besides the old rugged 
cross. For me and my brother 
and the other kids on our street, 
ol’ Fats ’N’ Red Flannel always 
came through. 

Back then, toys really pre- 
pared a child for the American 
Way of Life. Doll manufacturers 
literally fought tooth-and-nail,to 
create products that duplicated 
the greatest number of human 
functions. Their dolls could cry, 
soil themselves, bat their eyes 
and beg for mercy. Apparently, 
only two tabeos existed: dolls 
could not have reproductive or- 
gans or black. skin. Erector sets 
were big. By the time Christmas 
dinner was ready.-to be con- 
sumed, little boys all over 
America were. proudly display- 
ing their first tentative erec- 
tions, always saving the final 
couple of ff itighténed in 
front of Papa, atid coridescend- 
ingly lecturing little sisters on 
technical matters such as pulley 
tensions. 


The arms race in those days. _ 


was a thing of beauty. Kiddie 


COMMANDO 


In search of Christmas 


killers from Secaucus to San Di- 
ego pressured their adult sup- 
pliers for the latest develop- 
ments in weaponry. I was one of 
the most vicious killers on the 
block. Armed to the teeth with a 
cap grenade, a Mattel Burp Gun, 
an Ideal water-cooled 50 cal. ma- 
chine gun, and a full-size operat- 
ing replica of a 45 cal. sidearm, I 
would willingly slither further on 
my stomach, eat larger quanti- 
ties of dirt and hold my breath 
longer than any kid around for 
the honor of being the bloody 
victor. When it was hand-to- 
hand fighting in the trenches, I 
used my M1 with its detachable 
plastic bayonet carried between 
my teeth. Portable communica- 
tions systems were manufac- 
tured by Remco, canteens and 
mess kits by Palco, and C-ra- 
tions by Necco. This was the 
strength of America: Private en- 
terprise bringing together its im- 
mense and varied manufactur- 
ing talent for the American war 
effort. I would be remiss in my 
duty if I did not pay special tri- 
bute to the single most deva- 
stating child weapon ever devel- 
oped — the Mattel Burp Gun. It 
had the feel of a real weapon. It 
was heavy and made of metal. 
Your hands could stick to it in 
the cold. You could knock out 
kids’ teeth with it. And in three 
and one-half seconds it could ex- 
plode enough caps to give 
+» Grandma a heart attack and ren- 
= der half a house uninhabitable. 
nA popular method of executing a 
3 prisoner was to stick the barrel in 
3 Continued on page 43 


RED CAP! 


stewardesses use them. 
$25.00 


EST. 1847 


Where's a porter when you want him? 
You'll never need one if you have our 
Red Cap. Strong shock cord holds 
luggage to rugged tubular aluminum 
frame. Extension leg prevents tipping, 
3-inch rubber wheels make easy carrying. 
Folds and stows in 13 inches. All the 


Hames Company 


60 Franklin Street, Boston, Mass. 02110 
Branches: Braintree, Burlington, Chestnut Hill, 
Falmouth, Harvard Square, Peabody, Wellesley. 


Red Cap 
Colton-Lewis 


Please add 
$1.50 for post- 
age and handling. 

Mass. residents add 
5% tax. For Instant 
Telephone Orders call 
(617) 542-9234. 
Write for free catalog. 


START THE NEW YEAR ON A NEW HIGH 


suy A MELLO-JUANA?® pipe or Bonc 


And when you’re Buying your Pipe or Bong ask for information on the 
Great Mello-Juana® Bong Contest 

You can be eligible to win one of 10 free Mello-Juana® glass bongs, 2’ high, 

or 25 free soapstone pocket pipes. 

*If your favorite dealer does not carry Mello-Juana, ask him why? 


MELLO-JUANA® 


ASK FOR THEM 
BY NAME! 


from any of these following shops* 
or Others in The New England Area 
Headlines II Hole-Seller Music Lee CigarCo. 
608 Broadway Moody St. 655 Mass. Ave. 
Everett, Ma. _ Waltham, Ma. Cambridge, Ma. 
Nubian Notions Hobbitts Hole College Variety 
146 Dudley St. 133 E. Main St. 714 Comm. Ave. 
Roxbury, Ma. Westboro, Ma. Boston, Ma. 
Liberty Tree Head Shop Washington St. Jewelry Pipe & Book 
18 Boylston St. 646 Washington St. 1 Central Square 
Boston, Ma. Boston, Cambridge, Ma. 
® Midnite Variety Monkey Business * Headlines Boutique 
15 Union St. 844 Mass. Ave. 140 Central St. 
, Somerville, Ma. Cambridge, Ma. Lynn, Ma. 
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that’s like calypso but wi 


th drugs. 


Last year, about this time, the Phoenix 
Christmas carol — a catchy C&W, truck- 


OUR GIFT YOU 


A Christmas Carol, 1976 


published its first, original, contemporary Jimmy Cliff et al. So thorough was Phil’s plunge into the genre that many of you may 


driver holiday number entitled “Santa Claus not understand his lyrics. Some hints: Fo 
is A-Truckin’ Into Town.” But that was last year. Times change, and now the tops of the 


progressive charts are virtually void of country fare. 1976 was the year of reggae — 


r “I-tal,” sing I-tal but read “natural.” As- 
sume that any other word that is unfamiliar means “dope.” 

Our special thanks to Carl Strathmeyer who was courageous enough to notate the 
score, and to Melissa Miller from the Berklee School of Music who transcribed the mu- 


In keeping with the tenor of the times we’ve commissioned resident songwriter Phil _ sic into its finished form. 
Bertoni to pen yet another yuletide ditty — this time in the style made so popular by 


(c) 1976 Phil Bertoni 


Rasta Sante 


don't mesuith wn cone star ble on your Heil geryour bel- ly hun The 


| Ye come down Kinston Louie, ord alla round, Put 
G F gb 0 > 


4 
it 


Stomp of he Told tight tips, 


gun him Vins But A 


4. 


of him eye dnd him head Soon otto wow Him locks thay are dread. 

= 3 


e's inghiim guns 


com-ing fhas- ta San- ta, 


0 
Now he's the trade, £0 tam ol ai— oe 
You bet- ter not burn, Youbat- tery act loot — 
Nou bet- ter not wail, Nou vet- ter nel Shoot, 


Comau? Trench-town Yor bring gan-\a—— 


1: He come down from the 
Spread I-tal joy and peace 


jungle to Kingston town. 
all around. 


But don’ mess with him, constable, on your life — 
He will open your belly with him ratchet knife. 


The stump of a spliff he hold tight in him lips. 
There’s a gun at him shoulder and two at him hips, 
But a wink of him eye and a shake of him head 
Soon give you to know him locks they are dread. 


He’= loading him guns. 
He checking them twice. 
Now he’s in the trade. 
So take my advice... 


Chorus: You better not burn; you better not loot. 
You better not wail; you better not shoot. 
Tonight is coming Rasta Santa, 
Come up Trenchtown for bring ganja. 


2: Him sack it stuffed with fine tampee. 
He meet with a roadblock, he will not flee. 
He will pull out a pistol from his waist 
And shoot up constables all over the place. 


The oppressor will find they cannot disturb 
The jolly old dread who delivers the herb. 
Christmastime he fi come again 

Singing, “Jah rest you merry, Rastamen!” 


The spliff that he smoke 
Is three foot long. 

There is abundance 
Where that came from. 


Chorus: You better not burn; you better not loot. 
You better not wail; you better not shoot. 
Tonight is coming Rasta Santa, 

Come up Trenchtown for bring ganja. 
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CHANGESONE 


BOWIE’S GREATEST HITS 
includes: 
Fame-Space Oddity 
John, I'm Only Dancing 


Records 


PORGY# BESS 
Ray Charles. Cleo Laine 


Arranged and Conducted by Prank DeVol 
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HOLIDAY VINYL 


The best and worst of the Christmas albums 


by Michael Bloom 
Ah, the sounds of Christmas! 

Bells and carols, organs and Sal- 

vation Army bands, and voices 

rising on every street corner. And 

one thing these voices scream 
. loudest about is the crass com- 
mercialism of the holy season. 

What these people fail to real- 
ize is that there is a very old and 
very noble tradition of commer- 
cializing Christmas. George 
Frederick Handel wrote his sa- 
cred oratorio The Messiah be- 
cause the trade at his music hall 
always slacked off about this 
time of year, and he wanted a sa- 
cred show to pull in the custom- 
ers. Similarly, many eighteenth 
century composers had no fixed 
religion; they professed Cathol- 
icism when Rome was footing the 
bill, and then became Luther- 
ans when their patrons were Ger- 
mans. 

But since the Phoenix is very 
modern and up-to-the-minute 
(and since your reporter is a 
vinyl junkie of the first order), 
we will address ourselves to the 


most recent form of musical ex- 
ploitation of the holidays: 
Christmas records, and Christ- - 
mas-related records. Did you 


know, for example, that the best 


selling record of all time was by 
neither the Beatles nor Elvis nor 
Carole King nor Peter Framp- © 


. ton (even though all of the above 
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SUGARLOAF—“THE OF THE EAST” 


MOUNTAINSIDE CONDOMINIUMS 


These ski-from-your-door condomini- 
ums are fully furnished and equipped. 
One- to five-bedroom units provide 
economical lodging for families. There 
is a base village within walking distance 
to care for all your needs. (207) 237- 
2000. 


RED STALLION INN 


One of the swingingest ski haunts in 
the East, this renovated Yankee barn 
has both large rustic rooms and a 
modern motel wing. All rooms have 
private baths. The pub and dining 


rooms have a genuine country atmos- 
phere. (207) 235-2791. 


SUGARLOAF INN 


The premier hotel at Sugarloaf, the 
Inn is right on the Mountain with its 
own chairlift to transport you to the 
base area. -There’s excellent cuisine 
in the Friar Tuck Dining Room, and 
the Sugar Tavern Cocktail Lounge is a 
favorite apres ski spot. (207) 237-2701. 


Send me more information on: 
Complete color brochure of Sugar- 
loaf/USA 
___ Mountainside Condominiums 
(207) 237-2000 
___ Red Stallion Inn (207) 235-2791 
__ Sugarloaf Inn (207) 237-2000 
Capricorn Lodge (207) 237-2801 
___ Blue Ox Lodge (207) 237-2200 


Address 


Send to: Sugarloaf Area Association 
Box P 
Kingfield, Maine 04947 


One-call reservation: (207) 237-2861 


Name - 


re With 2,600 feet of vertical drop, cover- 


ing terrain renowned by experts, to 
gentle gladed slopes loved by young- 
sters, Sugarloaf deserves the title of. 
Giant. The 4-passenger gondola, four 
double chairs and five T-bars combined 
with over 45 miles of trails mean no 
annoying waits in lift lines. You get 
the most for your money. Our learn- 
to-ski packages and group rates are the 
best in the East and the whole family 
can enjoy themselves on or off the 
slopes. Call Sugarloaf at (207) 237- 
2000. Sugarloaf/USA, Kingfield, Me. 
04947. 


CAPRICORN LODGE 


A lodge with truly luxurious accommo- 


dations in spacious rooms with twin 
double beds and large bath. The 
Capricorn offers a sauna and game 
room, fine dining and great lounge 
with top (207) 237- 
2801. 


BLUE OX LODGE 


The area’s newest lodge is a short walk 
for the Sugarloaf novice chair. Studio, 
two- or three-room apartment suites, 
each with complete kitchen and wall- 
to-wall carpeting, provide superior lodg- 
ing at moderate per person rates. Com- 
plimentary maid service and AAA ap- 
proved. (207) 237-2200. 


deserve to have signs outside 
their windows like the ones at 
McDonald’s)? The record hol- 
der is still Bing Crosby, whose 
rendition of Irving Berlin’s 
“White Christmas’’ has sold 
more than sixteen million cop- 
ies over the years. 

Of course, the young whelps of 
the industry continue to try to 
topple that mark. Last year John 
Denver released his Rocky 
Mountain Christmas, consist- 
ing of all the old standards hon- 
eyed in his lacquered voice and 
sappy arrangements. Packaged 
not only by itself but also in a 
gift set with his latest “‘real”’ al- 
bum, it represented the strong- 
est assault at the MOR market 
in a long time. (MOR stands for 
Middle of the Road, also known 
as Easy Listening, obviously the 
best category for something as 
sentimental as a nonstop holi- 
day record.) 

But this year’s indubitable 
schlock champion is The Os- 
mond Christmas Album, a true 
family effort: Donny’s ‘This 
Christmas Eve,” Marie’s “Blue 
Christmas,” their team effort 
“Winter Wonderland,’’ little 
Jimmy squealing “If Santa Were © 
My Daddy” and the whole clan 
of wholesome Mormon gerbils on 
“It’s Beginning: to. Look a Lot 
Like Christmas.” This.double al- 
bum ‘contains twenty selections, 
clocking in at about fourteen 
minutes per side — I have single 
albums that are longer than 
that. 


Sometimes the whole extend- 
ed family of a record company 
will want to say Merry Christ- 
mas together. The resulting an- 
thology is a great idea: it’s a low 
budget production, and it might 
goose the customer into buying 
the individual records of all the 
people on the package. The 
Stax-Volt organization as- 
sembled a disc featuring all of 


| the best artists they had under 


contract, and their. stable was 
second only to Motown’s, called 
Soul Christmas. This year, At- 
lantic has taken up the slack 
with its own anthologized Funky 
Christmas, featuring its “work- 
er” acts (not the first-rate, im- 
mediate-hit ones like Aretha, 
but the competent journeymen 
and session players trying to 
make it under their own names. 
The winner here is a completely 
irrelevant version of “I Saw 
Mommy Kissing Santa Claus” 
by the Impressions. 


Of course, the al'-time favor- 
ite of the genre was the famous 
Phil Spector's Christmas AI- 
bum, first released in 1963 and 
now reissued on Apple (though 


_there was a time when it was 


completely out of print in this 
country and had to be imported 
from England). The notorious 
ultimate girl-group producer 
here programs his charges for 
such magnificent tunes as “‘Fros- 
ty the Snowman” and “I Saw 
Mommy Kissing Santa Claus” 
(the Ronettes), “The Bells of St. 
Mary” and “Here Comes Santa 
Claus” (Bob B. Soxx and the 
Blue Jeans) and “Rudolph the 
Red Nosed Reindeer” (The Crys- 
tals). The big closing number is 
“Silent Night,” which gathers 
together the whole including the 
maestro himself for the closing 
benediction, a homily to all the 
Continued on page 16 » 
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Get down, Santa! 


by Joe McEwen 

Mistletoe and evergreen rim 
the album cover, and smack dab 
in the middle stands the star, 
James Brown, improbably 
dressed in a baggy Santa Claus 
suit. The album is titled A Soul- 
ful Christmas, and in 1968 a song 
on the disc was a seasonal smash 
for Brown: “Santa Claus Goes 
Straight to the Ghetto.” (“Don’t 
leave nothing for me/I’ve had my 
chance you see/I never thought 


- I'd sing a song with water in my 


eyes.”’) 

While there are those who 
would argue with the politics of a 
song titled “Santa Claus Goes 
Straight to the Ghetto,” Christ- 


has traditionally been 


acknowledged and celebrated in 
song by blues and soul singers — 
a time-honored practice that one 
could trace back to Blind Lemon 
Jefferson (‘‘Christmas Eve 
Blues”) and beyond.Christmas 
R&B records have provided a 
neat little subspecies of music 
that has rarely reached the pop 
audience, even when sung by 
such luminaries as Stevie Won- 
der, Donny Hathaway, Otis Red- 
ding and BB King. The rise of 
political and racial conscious- 
ness a few years back put a real 
damper on seasonal inspiration 
in song; (the few Christmas soul 
singles that did dribble out 
showed the effects: ‘‘Black 
Christmas” by the Emotions and 
Akim’s “Santa Claus is a Black 
Man’”’), but lately with bourge- 
ois culture ever on the rise (even 
former Black Panthers now wear 
three piece suits), Christmas 
soul records have made a come- 
back. This yeer has seen the first 
concentrated release of new sea- 
sonal ditties in some time, as 
well as both rereleases and new 
packages of old songs. 

(OK, so Stevie Wonder hasn’t 
celebrated Kwanzaa in song, 
Christmas records are’ for those 
who confess to be a touch senti- 
mental anyway. If you can’t or 
don’t subscribe to that, this isn’t 
for you. Besides, listening to Otis 
Redding sing “White Christ- 
mas” definitely provides a wel- 
come alternative to Pat Boone, 
Bing Crosby, Ray Coniff, 
Frankie Yakovonic, et al.) 

The place to start is Rhythm 


and Blues Christmas, a brand: 


new compilation album on 
United Artists that ambitiously 
collects famous R&B Christmas 
classics from labels as diverse as 
Chess, Kent and Atlantic Rec- 


ords. Unlike normal pop and soul | 


records, Christmas hits.have a 


venerability that defies the here |- 


today, gone tomorrow helter- 
skelter of radio station playlists. 
The UA album is centered in the 
50s and, though several of the 
songs were dug up from the 
vaults, others are aired every 
year as part of normal holiday 
programming. 

- Certainly the most durable 
R&B Christmas record of all 
time continues to be Charles 
Brown’s ‘‘Merry Christmas 
Baby.” In a sense it was the 
enormity of Brown’s hit that 
spawned a rash of R&B Christ- 
mas records in the late ’40s and 
on through the ’50s. Inexpli- 
cably, the version on Rhythm 
and Blues Christmas is not the 
original, but one recorded in 
1956, almost a decade after the 
first release. Nevertheless, the 
two are almost identical in 
arrangement. Charles Brown 
was an urbane stylist who pro- 
vided an early model for Ray 
Charles. A smokey blues bal- 
ladeer, he tinkles softly on the 
piano as he croons ‘Merry 
Christmast baby/You sure did 
treat me nice/Gave a diamond 
ring for Christmas/And now I’m 


SANTA GO STRAIGHT 
JHE GHETTO 


living in paradise.” Brown’s 
nasal tones and slurred deliv- 
ery, coupled with a delicate 
cocktail blues accompaniment, 
drench even happy songs like 
this one with a brooding, melan- 
choly air. In 1957, Brown re- 
leased ‘Please Come Home For 
Christmas,” a blues whose lyrics 


” 


SAY LOUD. Pat 


match the melancholy of his 


style. The song isn’t included on 
the UA album, but it is revived 
every year on soul stations. It, 
along with “Merry Christmas 
Baby” and Nat King Cole’s 
“The Christmas Song,” remains 
a remarkably popular seasonal 
classic. 
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Other records on the UA re- 
lease include the Drifters read- 
ing “White Christmas,” Chuck 
Berry’s “Run Rudolph Run” and 
BB King’s “Christmas Celebra- 
tion.’’ Oddly enough, Baby 
Washington’s “Silent Night,” 
the song on the album of most re- 
cent vintage (1967), fares the 


THE SOUL THE 


worst. 

For some reason Motown has 
never been able to make suc- 
cessful Christmas records. 
Unlike many who compose origi- 
nals for the occasion, the Mo- 
town artists who have recorded 
Christmas records (Smokey, 
Gladys, the Temptations) have 
generally sung straight versions 
of standards. The Temptations’ 
reading of “Rudolph the Red 
Nose Reindeer” has never been 
one of my favorites, but Stevie 
Wonder’s ‘‘What Christmas 
Means To Me” is the type of 
propulsive, joyous song one ex- 
pects on a 60s Motown Christ- 
mas single. 

If Motown faltered at Christ- 
mas time, several hundred miles 
to the South, Christmas records 
were launched with the same 
vengence that went into the grit- 
ty, Stax-Volt soul records of the 
60s. Atlantic’s Soul Christmas is 
a classic in the genre. Actually 
only six of the 11 songs on Soul 
Christmas are by Stax artists; 

Continued on page 16 
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Continued from page 15 

the other five are. sung by King 
Curtis, Solomon Burke, Joe Tex 
and Clarence Carter. All the vo- 
cals on the album, save Otis 
Redding’s contributions, are 
originals and each of the artists 
was in his prime when he rec- 
orded the songs that are 
included. The star, of course, is 


“Redding, who covers “Merry 


Christmas Baby”’ (I still prefer 
Brown’s) and “White Christ- 
mas.” It’s his “White Christ- 
mas” alone that’s worth the 
price of the album; it is as stun- 
ning and awesome a display of 
his artistry as has ever been put 
to record. This is not to down- 
play other cuts on the album. 
Clarence Carter’s “Back Door 
Santa,” comes with a punching 
Muscle Shoals track (“They call 
me back door Santa/I make my 
runs about the break of day’’); 
Carla Thomas transforms ‘‘Gee 
Whiz” into “Gee Whiz (It’s 
Christmas)”, Joe Tex renders a 
solemn “I'll Make Every Day 
Christmas (For My Woman)”; 
and Solomon Burke promises 
“Christmas Presents for all the 
disc jockies, all the policemen 
and all the pretty girls.” Hap- 
pily this album is still in print. 
The mark of its excellence — 
you’l] be tempted to play “White 
Christmas” in July. 

This Christmas, Atlantic has 
attempted to update the “Soul 
Christmas” concept with an al- 
bum entitled Funky Christmas, 
a collection of songs by artists on 
Atlantic’s Cotillion subsidiary. 
While the idea is certainly laud- 
able, most of the performances 
are perfunctory, and the origi- 


* nal material is decidely unex- 


ceptional. The worst moments 
include a stylized reggae cover of 
“White Christmas” by John Ed- 
wards and the Impressions’ 
discotized “I Saw Mommy Kiss- 
ing Santa Claus.” The best: Lu- 
ther’s “At Christmas Time” and 
Margie Joseph’s, Lamont 
Dozier-produced “Feeling Like. 
Christmas.’”’ While Atlantic’s 
R&B roster isn’t what it once 
was, the line up of second-rate 
soul acts on Funky Christmas 
couldn’t possibly compare to an 
album that included Aretha, the 
Spinners and Sister Sledge or 
Roberta Flack. Fortunately 
Atlantic has had the good sense 
this year to reissue Donny 
Hathaway’s “This Christmas,” a 
six-year-old, self-composed sea- 
sonal song that ranks with the 
best of recent soul Christmas ef- 
forts. 

Christmas singles of recent 
vintage are of spotty quality, but 
the best include the Rance Al- 
len Group’s ‘‘White Christ- 
mas,” the O’Jays or Ebony’s 
(they both use the same track, I 
prefer the Ebony’s) “Christmas 
Just Ain’t Christmas (Without 
the One You Love)’ and Rufus 
Thomas’s, “I’ll Be Your Santa 
Baby.” 

. The best place to shop for 
Christmas records, both on 
album and 45, is at Big John’s in 
Central Square (it’s next to the 
Post Office, masquerading as 
Skippy White’s). I don’t know 
about you, but for my _ part, 
Christmas just wouldn’t seem . 
like Christmas without Charles 
Brown crooning “Bells will be 
ringing the glad news/Oh what a 
Christmas to have the blues. . .” 
That’s what Christmas means to 
me. 


VINYL 


Continued from page 14 
virtues that made this country 
great. 

(An intriguing new rendition 
of this was furnished by Virgin 
Records of England in their an- 
nual Christmas message: they 
re-recorded Spector’s segmon 
and panned in in the back- 
ground the sound of numerous 
cash registers. Draw your own 
conclusions.) 

Patti Labelle and the Blue- 
belles were among the primo in- 
heritors of the Spector girl-group 
tradition before they invented 
disco queening as Labelle. Mer- 
ry Christmas from Labelle and 
the Bluebelles has to be thought 
of as a transitional album — 
their name is in the process of 
decline, you notice, and their 
minds are beginning to expand. 
Their outfits on the cover are 
fairly weird for the period, furs 
and suchlike, though nothing 
like the space suits they wear 
now. This album is widely avail- 
able wherever 39-cent records 
are sold. 

But even a past master of crea- 
tive bombast like Phil Spector 
can be outdone using modern 
techniques of pomposity. I re- 
call four years ago at this sea- 
son, one of the lesser radio sta- 
tions assembled forty hours of 
nonstop Christmas program- 
ming. They alternated The 
Who’s Tommy (the only Christ- 
mas reference in the whole rec- 
ord is one cutesy song on side one 
called “Christmas,” with tongue 
obviously in cheek) with the then 
brand new Lou Reisner version 
(a classic exploitation produc- 
tion, starring the London Sym- 
phony Orchestra and a dozen 
random superstars) and Jesus 
Christ Superstar (which, aside 
from its extreme tackiness, prop- 
erly belongs at Easter). Each 
double album was played for two 
hours of air time, allowing bet- 
ter than 15 minutes per hour for 
advertising and flummery, 
which is what Christmas in the 
media is all about. 

The best Christmas records 
are always novelties anyway, 
and the most bizarre I’ve seen 
this year is Christmas Reggae: 


Merry Christmas from Carlos 
Malcolm and Friends. Malcolm 
is a reggae organist, and the ti- 
tles he treats herein range from 
rasta “Good King Wenceslas” 
and natty “Little Drummer 
Boy” to Neil Diamond’s “Holly 
Holy” and Johann Pachelbel’s 
Canon in D. 

Almost as bizarre, and cer- 
tainly as tasteless, is Christmas 
Jollies by the Salsoul Orchestra. 
Over the most monotonous and 
inflexible of disco grooves — 
with a virtually unchanging bass 
line droning on for what seems 
like hours — some unidentifi- 
able keening voices shriek out 
the words to the usual tradi- 
tional tunes. The cover photo is a 
nameless creature with bounti- 
ful tits and ass dressed in a tee 
shirt, reading “Dance your ass 
off with the Salsoul Orchestra.” 
An insert tells you how you can 
get that tee shirt for yourself by 
sending all your money to this 
address — and an accompany- 
ing photo shows the same crea- 
ture sans the Santa fur fringe 
that obscured her as on the cov- 
er. Almost a parody of novelty 
recordings, the Salsoul album 
features a New Year’s Medley 
that comprises ‘“‘Auld Lang 
Syne,”’ ‘‘Four-Leaf Clover,” 
“Oh, Dem Golden Slippers” and 
“God Bless America.” 

Christmas singles expand on 
the novelty aspect in no uncer- 
tain terms. The easiest three- 
minute cheap shot. is to talk 
about Santa Claus, the only 
Christmas symbol who is wholly 
profane. And of course his repu- 
tation decays with time — from 
the Beach Boys’ respectable 
“Little Saint Nick” in 1965 
(Capitol) to Bob Seger’s greedy 
“Sock It To Me Santa’”’ in 1968 
(Cameo) to Martin Mull’s satir- 
ical “Santa Fly” b/w “Santa 
Doesn’t Cop Out on Dope”’ from 
1974 (Capricorn). 

The National Lampoon folks 
also treated the more vulgar as- 
pects of the bearded relic in their 
“Kung Fu Christmas” parody on 
Goodbye Pop (Epic): ‘‘But 
there’s a man coming today with 
lots of loot./He’s got a Pimp- 
mosleigh, a red-and-white fur 

Every year someone tries to in- 

Continued on page 18 
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VINYL 


Continued from page 16 
ject a little religious feeling, and 
is roundly ignored. In 1973 and 
again in 1974, Steeleye Span re- 
leased “‘“Gaudete” (Chrysalis), a 
lovely a capella adaptation of the 
Latin hymn that is often sung in 
churches. It was such a dismal 
failure that the band changed 
managers and producers, and 
now sounds like the Wombles. 
Last year Mike Oldfield re- 
leased his own multi-overdub 
hymn, “In Dulci Jubilo” (Vir- 
gin). It too sank out of sight, and 
this year Virgin is getting be- 
hind an Eno-flavored version of 
“Silent Night” by the German 
rhythmic exercise group Can. 
Fortunately there is some sort 
of instinct in people that makes 
them favor their Christmas 
straight. The British power/teen- 
age group Slade released a song 
called “Merry Christmas Every- 
body” (Polydor-import) in 1973, 
at the height of the energy crisis 
and British labor disputes. In a 
compelling, nonstop beat which 
was nevertheless noticeably 
more sombre than that of their 
previous efforts, the song item- 
ized the economic afflictions of 
the beleaguered country, bit- 
terly concluding, “‘So here it is, 
Merry Christmas, everybody’s 
having fun/Look to the future 
now, it’s only just begun.” The 


song was a smash hit, just about 
the only thing that went well for 
England that winter. Copies 
smuggled into the Soviet Union 
were selling for upwards of $100 
apiece, and the song even made 
it to the American media via the 
Huntley-Brinkley news report. 
That same year, Elton John re- 
leased “Step Into Christmas” 
(MCA), another one of his pre- 
programed ditties with the same 
old chord change and sprightly 
lyrics of ill-defined puppy love. 
It died a quick radio death; now 
even his fans don’t know it exis- 
ted. 

More oddities: I’m told Jimi 
Hendrix was once intending to 
release a holiday EP (this stands 
for Extended Play and is a tra- 
dition peculiar to Britain — a 7” 
disc played at 33-1/3 rpm, with 
room for the contents of two nor- 
mal singles) consisting of muta- 
tion guitar versions of “Silent 
Night,” “The Little Drummer 
Boy” and “Auld Lang Syne.” I 
don’t believe it was ever re- 
leased, but bootleg versions may 
exist. 

Bootlegs certainly do exist of 
the Beatles’ Christmas mes- 
sages to their fan club members 
from 1964 through about 1968 
(any acute Beatlemaniac can 
give you the exact details; try 
writing to the preeminent Beatle 
fanzine, Strawberry Fields For- 
ever). These little records star- 
ted out being casual hebephren- 
ic babbles like ‘““Gaddy Crimble 


to you, Gaddy Memble to you, 
Getty Babel dear Christmas 
happy birthday me too!” sung to 


_the traditional birthday tune 


(though, of course, in Europe 
Christmas is referred to as the 
Nativity, the Ultimate Birth- 
day) and got progressively weird- 
er as the Beatles themselves did. 
The original discs are perilously 
expensive as collectors’ items, 
but the boots are cheap enough 
for nonmaniacal fans and his- 
torians, and some of them are ex- 
cellent reproductions — again, 
consult the relevant authorities. 

And I'll never forget the first 
time I heard Jethro Tull’s My 
God! bootleg, with its fabulous-* 
ly sarcastic ‘Christmas Song” 
(Athapascan). It was a gentle 
tune, with Ian Anderson playing 
mandolin and tin whistle, but it 
carried a pointed seasonal mes- 
sage — until at the end Ander- 
son coaxed, “Hey Santa — pass 
us that bottle, will you?” 

One thing it does my heart 
good to see at this time, even 
though in principle it’s just an- 
other topical collection, is John 
Fahey’s Christmas Album (Ta- 
koma), two volumes of carols 
and hymns played on solo guitar 
by the American six string 
maverick who wrote “In Christ 
There Is No East or West.” Fa- 
hey’s doleful tempi and ma- 
cabre frame of mind make for an 
appropriately contemplative ex- 
perience. 

There is also an interesting set 


called Christmas Eve at the Ca- 


called Noel by Joan Baez (Van- 


thedral of St. John the Divine guard), and it features primar- 


(Vanguard). It is an actual field 
recording of the midnight cele- 
brations at the largest cathedral 
in the world. The music ranges 
from traditional psalmody to 
chants from the Greek Ortho- 
dox and Byzantine churches to 
old chestnut carols to a piece by 
the first professional American 
composer to majestic im- 
provisations on the cathedral’s 
great organ. I’m not convinced 
that this set has any real value 
beyond a certain odd-nostalgia, 
but it’s a well considered and re- 
spectful piece of work. 

Because the Passion has al- 
ways been a powerful symbol to 
all peoples, the greatest artists of 
the period have used it most 
poignantly. The image of all hu- 


man virtues and blessings bound _ 


to the cross has grown to encom- 
pass the whole of human pain, 
hypocrisy, uncertainty and sor- 
row. In no era ‘has this Pan- 
dora’s box of vileness and cruel- 


ties been so endemic as right 


now, and therefore it, is fitting 
that a truly modern Passion 
should have arisen, one that per- 
fectly generalizes the tortures of 
Our Savior to encompass us all 
— Patti Smith’s “Gloria.” Why 
are you laughing? 

Late flash: I have just en- 


countered avery beautiful al- 


bum that was recorded ten years 
ago and surpasses everything be- 
ing done today. The record is 


ily traditional songs of the sea- 
son from various European coun- 
tries. “The Carol of the Birds,” a 
Catalan folk tune, is dedicated 
to Pablo Casals. Also remark- 
able is her scholarship; dis- 
covering the authors of tunes like 
“Silent Night” and ‘Away in a 
Manger,” which was later cred- 


~ ited to Martin Luther. 


In conclusion, I am indebted 
to the following for their inval- 
uable assistance in compiling all 
these wonderful examples: Dave 
Morrell of 20th Century, Fred 
Lewis of Atlantic, Mike Shore of 
Fordham University’s The Pa- 
per, Melanie Rogers of the 
Brown University Concert Agen- 
cy, John Igoe of Project 1 Con- 
sultants, Betsy Volck of Arista, 
Jon Pareles of Crawdaddy, An- 
nie Shand of Virgin, Jonathan 
Thomas of Fresh Fruit, Steve 
Feld of Polydor and the editor of 
this supplement, Clif Garbo- 
den. All of the above have been 
very clever (sometimes inad- 
vertently so) in tracking down 
some of the weirdest records I 
could ever have conceived of. 
And my roommate wants me to 
mention the Royal Guards- 
men’s “Snoopy’s Christmas,” in 
which the valiant fighter pilot 
and his nemesis, the dreaded 
Red Baron, manage to bury the 
hatchet in the cause of peace on 
earth and good will toward men. 
That’s good enough for me. O 
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10:00A.M. — 11:45 A.M. 
2:00 P.M. — 3:45 P.M. 
7:30 P.M. — 9:15 P.M. 


Weekends — Holidays 
10:00 A.M. — 11:45 A.M. 
12:00 Noon — 1:45 P.M. 

2:00 P.M. — 3:45 P.M. 

7:30 P.M. — 9:15 P.M. 


BLUE HILLS 
SKI AREA 


Route 138, Canton-Milton Line 
Call 828-5070 For Ski Conditions 


COFFEESHOP & GALLERY 


47 PALMER ST HARVARD 492-7679 


Don’t miss the Christmas 


Stuff right up to the ceiling with 
inexpensive and unusual gifts for all ages. 


at Passim 


Folk ornaments from around the world, toys, Pre-Columbian textile 
(QQ fragments from Peru, sachet, hand knitted socks and one, art cards, 
+ an international eollectionfboxes, ‘plus an ingredib 
Now On Display Wall hangings by Carolyn Person and New 
prints and a limited edition Calendar by Nikki Schumann 


Open Mon.-Sat. noon-5:30 


e array of 


pm thru December 22 


CROSSROADS 


DAILY LUNCHEON SPECIALS 


© 80z. Sirloin Steak $2.95 
Special 


Family Restaurant — 
11:30am-1:00am 


Italian-American Food 
Upstairs Lounge 4pm-2:00am 
Pizza’s are our specialty 


Aa 


495 BEACON STREET AT THE CROSSROADS of BEACON ST & MASS. AVE 


WE 262-7371 


‘ 
7 _ Tickets may be purchased for either 1st Section | 
With GLM learning to ski has finally become more enjoyable, faster, easier and 
ie a sager with GLM you can learn or improve your skiing without buying your own es nena 
Ski equipment. We supply all the different lengths of special teaching skis, 
___ buckle boots and poles. With GLM you can learn to ski for the price of one night. CROSSROADS ¢ : . 
a ‘Out on the town. For beginners, novices and intermediates. Good any day. ae at 
7 = $50.00 includes 5 half-day lessons, GLM Skis, Boots and Poles. Hee : 7 { = 
4 
| 
iz 


Tickets To Boston's Longest-Running Smash Hit Musical 
DoNT ME, COPE. 


a 2 Special New Year’s Eve Shows at 6:00 & 9:15 p.m. Tickets Now  ~_ 


“Should be seen Lg every man, “The most successful protest musical 
‘woman and child in Boston, ofourtime.” _navid Brudnoy. 
and then the world.” oe 


— Kevin Kelly, Boston Globe “Jubilant. Beautiful. Robust. 
Supersonic. Dazzling. Honest. Rousing. 


“Effervescent, incandescent, jubilant, Terrific. Roof-Raising. Extraordinary.” 
physical, infectious. A dynamo of — Elliot Norton, Herald American 
a cast... sheer adrenalin!” 66 ” 
Chuck Kraemer, WCVB-TV Roof-raising! 
: | — Pat Mitchell, TV4 
EXCELLENT GROUP RATES — MAIL 
‘Special Student Matinees Arranged 
Tues., Wed., Thu. 8 p.m.; Sun. 3 & 7:30 p.m. $7.95, 6.95, 5.95; Fri. 8 p.m.; Sat. 6 & 9:30 p.m. $8.95, 7.95, 6.95. 
CHARLES PLAYHOUSE 


76 Warrenton Street, Boston 02116 


PHONE RESERVATIONS NOW.426-6912 
QUIK-CHARGE 426-6210 


Make A Different Kind of Christmas Gift 
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TRY 
REMEMBE 


by James Isaacs 

Here it is, Christmas time again when 
we buy this year’s presents with next 
year *s money. But seriously, Yuletiders, it 
is a most fortuitous happenstance that 
Christmas comes but once a year. This 
means that the Phoenix has but.one Noel 
Special to fill with seasonably scintillat- 
ing copy. Such as our own Christmas 
Trivia petit examen. 

We will focus our attention on pop 
songs and film minutiae that have to do 
with Jesus’s birthday party. There are 25 
questions, worth four points each, plus a 
10 point Christmas bonus query. I have 
assiduously tried to keep things simple — 
there will be no inherently tricky ones, 
like ‘‘ Who composed the standard tune, 
‘ve Got a Creche On you’ or “Name the 
oa group who sang ‘Guided Missle- 

Send all answers to me, c/o the Phoen- 
ix. Replies postmarked after Decem- 
ber 20th will not be accepted. Earl- 
iest postmark breaks all ties. Remember 
to include your name and return address 
with your entry. As for the prize, our win- 
ner will receive an autographed copy of 
the legendary Phil Spector’s Christmas 
Album — signed by yours truly, that is, 
not Phil Spector. Ho-ho-ho. 


1. In which Laurel and Hardy 
film does Santa Claus make a ca- 
meo appearance? 

2. Who sang “Jingle Bell Rock’’ 
in 1957? 

3. Name the impromptu vocal duo 
who revived this ditty in 1961. 


4. Both John Coltrane and Julie 


Andrews essayed this show song, 
which has come to be identified 
with Christmas. Name that tune. 

5. Who portrayed ‘“‘Old St. Nick’’ 
in the 1951 movie ‘“The Lemon Drop 
Kid?’’ 

6. Where was Christmas cele- 
brated in the 1943 film. ‘‘Desti- 
nation Tokyo?’’ Be specific. (Hint: 
it wasn’t in the Japanese capital.) 


A year-end trivia quiz 


or False: Humphrey Bo- 
gart was born on Dec. 25, 1900. 

8. True or false: Ava Gardner 
was born on Xmas Eve, 1922. 

9. Who cut the original hit ver- 


sion of “‘The Little Drummer 


Boy 99 


10. Mickey Rooney’s real name is 
synonymous with Noel (actually, 
there is an ‘l’ in the moniker). With 
what handle did the diminutive di- 
vorced one begin life? 

11. Reginald Owen, Alistair Sim 
and Albert Finney portrayed Eben- 
ezer Scrooge in the movies. What 
two-time Oscar winning actor 
played that niggardly nabob of No-- 
el negativism on TV in 1954? 

12. In what movie musical was 


Irving Berlin’s chartbuster ‘‘White 


Christmas’’ introduced? 


13. This master of introspective 
jazz piano recorded ‘‘Santa Claus is 
Coming To Town” a dozen years 
ago. Who is he? 


14 What was the title of Brenda 
Lee’s Christmas biggie? 

15. Who caught ‘“‘Mommy Kis- 
sing Santa Claus?’’ ( i.e., who cut 
the hit record?) 

16. A few years later, the lad who 
caught his mom bussing Santa had 
a role as a gawky adolescent in a 
popular TV series of the late 1950s. 
Name this sitcom. 


17. David Seville created one of 
the hottest Nativity novelty rec- 


ords of all time, ‘““The Chipmunk 
Song.’’ What was the real name of 
this inventive man, who gave the 


- world ‘‘Simon,’’ ‘“‘Theodore’’ and 


Alvin’’? 

18. Pop composer Johnny Marks 
penned two million-selling Yule- 
tide numbers. Name them. 


19. True or Falee: The pasnehal 


. saxophonist Charlie Parker cut an 
improvised reading of ‘Jingle 


Bells.”’ 

20. Who had the part. of “Kris 
Kringle’ in the film ‘ on 
34th Street’’? 


SeAIUDIY GUL 


21. Name the Beach Boys’ most 
famous Christmas song. 

22. Which talented singer-actor- 
musician co-wrote the Yuletide fav- 
orite song that begins, ‘‘Chestnuts 
on an open fire’’? 


23. True or False: ‘‘Christmas 
Tears and Santa’’ was recorded by 
the Five Satins. 

24. Who recorded the amusing . 
comedy record, ‘‘Christmas Drag- | 
net”’ (later retitled “Christmas 
Yulenut’’)? 


25. High energy rocker Bob Seger 
had a minor Christmas hit in the 
late 1960s. It’s title is ———_--—_-—-. 

Ten-point Christmas Bonus 
Question: Who wrote the acidulous 
poem entitled ‘‘Christ Climbed 
Down’’? 
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T-BARS 


TRAILS 


~ LADIES’ DAY $3.50 MEN’S DAY 
‘Tuesday Thursday 


ie 


GROUP RATES 


where 


A.M.I. BOX 336 WILMINGTON, VERMONT e 802-464-5321 


Bostori © 508 Commonwealth Ave. ¢ 261-1313 © Mon.-Fri. 9-9 Sat. 9-5 S A LO N 
Braintree « 900 Washington Street * 848-7686 (Mon.-Fri. 8-9 Sat. 8-5) 
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590 COMM. AVE., KENMORE SQ. 
is available for your Christmas, 
New Year’s, and other 
private parties 
call us 
266-7050, 266-8860 


The outstanding show of the season, seen by almost 1,000,000 people, 
has been held over. 

You don’t have to be a Bostonian to see Where’s Boston?, but 
everyone known to be has. a 

Make your plans to see Where’s Boston? today. Thrill to eight 
gigantic screens. Quadraphonic sounds and music dancing all around 
you. People you know. Places you've been. The filmed experience of 
Boston. It’s all been held over. 


BOSTON? 


Shown daily on the hour from 10 to 10. 
Prudential Center, Boston. For information, call 267-1757 _ 


Open 24 hours a night * 7 days a week 


HOPE 
HANUKKAH 


It's not just Christmas in dr. 


9g 


Applique Hanukkah banner from The Hanukkah Book 


by Paula Span 

Thursday will be the first 
night of Hanukkah — and some- 
where in suburban New Jersey, a 
Jewish woman will re-enact a 
family custom. She and her hus- 
band will bring down from the 
attic a six-foot-high plywood 
dreidel, which is a top used in a 
Hanukkah game. The dreidel, 
painted the Israeli national col- 
ors of blue and white, will be set 
up in the hallway and strung 
with electric lights. The family 
gifts will be arrayed at its base. 
When this woman’s children 
were small, they coveted their 
neigh »or’s Christmas trees, and 
so the ritual of the plywood sub- 
stitute began. 


“The first time she told me 
about it I almost threw up,” says 
Mae Shafter Rockland, author of 
The Hanukkah Book and The 
Jewish Yellow Pages. “I thought 
it was gross; it’s not anything I 
could do. But it was an honest ef- 
fort to counter the outside world 
in which six-year-olds are enter- 
ing public schools and their 
teacher tells them the only words 
worth spelling are Christmas 
words.” 


American Jews grow quietly 
schizophrenic in December. No 
one with a radio, a newspaper, a 
job or a child can ignore the 
Christmas freneticism. Decem- 
ber 25 is a national holiday (so 
much for the separation of 
Church and State) and prob- 
ably the time when Jews most 
acutely feel their minority stat- 
us. To celebrate a purely secular 
Christmas is to cheapen both 
one’s own heritage and the holi- 
ness of that day; to refuse to cele- 
brate is to be a Scrooge and a re- 
cluse. 


Hanukkah, the Jewish winter 
holiday which generally falls 
within a week or two of Christ- 
mas, is the dignified alterna- 
tive, a way for families to:join in 


the seasonal festivities without 
copping out. 

But there’s a but. Hanukkah 
traditionally is a simple, rather 
minor holiday in Judaism, not as 
solemn as the High Holy Days 
nor as ritual-laden as Passover. 
Jews anxious to invest it with all 
the glitter of Christmas can 
nearly crush it with “Hanukkah 
bushes” (popular in the 1950s 
and decorated with blue and 
white lights), piles of presents on 
each of the eight nights, giant 
dreidels and similar perver- 
sions. 

Enough. How to keep Hanuk- 
kah from becoming Christmas in 
drag? 

Mae Rockland’s The Hanuk- 
kah Book (Shocken Books, $10), 
an attempt to confront that 
question intelligently and joy- 
ously, was published last winter 
just before Hanukkah. Mae 
watched, amazed, as the little 
volume sold 11,000 copies in its 
first month. “So many people 
are looking for viable and fun 
ways of being Jewish in Ameri- 
ca,” she concluded. 

The Fifth Avenue stores were 
already gilding their windows 
last month as Rockland, who’d 
taken the train in from Prince- 
ton to her publisher’s Manhat- 
tan offices, talked about her own 
ambivalence at the inflating of 
Hanukkah. 

“I resisted for a long time,” 
she admitted. “I even resisted 
writing The Hanukkah Book, as 
a sellout to the push-and-shove 
of Christmas. But we really can’t 
resist it any more. It’s hap- 
pened: we’re here; Christmas 
happens; our kids are being 
pushed and pulled. 

“Hanukkah can become an 
important holiday for valid Jew- 
ish reasons — for security, for 
positive self-identity. Hanuk- 
kah can be a very joyous holiday 
— not an important religious 

Continued on page 30 
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DRESSING DOWN 
DOWNTOWN BOSTON 


sano bane Even the elves are afraid to show their faces 


by D.C. Denison 

The corner of Hawley and 
Sumner Streets in downtown 
Boston has traditionally been 
the center of this city’s Christ- 
mas displays of Filene’s, Jordan 
Marsh, and Kennedy’s combine 
to create one big, vinyl, ani- 
mated, multi-colored Christmas 
jumble. This year however, 
things will be different, and 
Jacques Delange, Filene’s head 
window designer, is not so sure 
he’ll like the change. ‘‘Frankly, I 


’ expect I’ll miss the old days,” he 


says, “but what can I say? Time 
marches on.” 

In “the old days,” Jacques 
would be filling his number one 
window with the traditional Dis- 
ney Carousel, but this year the 
carousel is staying in a ware- 
house. In its place, Jacques will 
be installing a window that fea- 
tures six high-fashion manne- 


Nicholas Petrucci and his wares at Joslin Displays, Inc. 


quins. And Filene’s is not alone. 
Across the street at Jordan 
Marsh, the Christmas colors of 
red and green have been re- 
placed by pale blue and white, 
and the decorated Christmas 
trees of past years have given 
way to skeletal white birch trees 
with bug lights. What is happen- 
ing is simple. As one window de- 


signer put it, “This year is the 
year that downtown Boston has 
finally switched to a more basic, 
’10s-type approach to Christ- 
mas display.” 

Bob Moore, the display di- 
rector at Filene’s has been in the 
window business for over twenty 
years. During most of that time 
department stores were falling 


Jacques Delange trims a surviving Christmas-tree display at Filene’s 


all over themselves trying to out- 
do one another in their Christ- 
mas displays. It was not unu- 
sual for a big store like Filene’s 
or Jordan Marsh to invest 
$200,000 in a year’s Christmas 
display — up to $15,000 a win- 
dow. But in the last few years 
that trend has been changing 
and I asked him why. “Today 
the kind of extremes that we 
went to during the ’60s is re- 
garded as tacky and overdone. 
What we call ‘overdressing the 
window.’ The overall attitude to- 
day is that above all we are in 
business to sell clothes, and, let’s 
face it, the kind of displays we 
were putting up in the ’60s were 
just not selling clothes. In these 
lean ’70s, we just cannot afford 
the enormous amount of time 
and energy that went into those 
displays. 

Continued on page 26 
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are going... 
Think About 
SPRING SESSION 


Certification. 


_ Wherever you are now... wherever you 


January 24, 1977 to May 14, 1977 

_ THINK ABOUT... undergraduate and 
graduate courses leading to a Bachelor’s or 
Master’s degree, a Certificate of Advanced 
Graduate Studies, General Teacher 


BEALL 


PROGRAM OF CON 
625 Huntington Avenue, | 


THINK ABOUT... The Arts, the Humani- 
ties, the Sciences. 


THINK ABOUT... Accounting, Business 


Management, Counseling, Educational Admin- 
istration, Elementary or Secondary Reading, 
Public Management, Public Service... 
THINK ABOUT asalary increase. . . a job 
promotion. ..anew field. ..anew career... 


interest... new ideas, new issues and 


new people... : 

THINK ABOUT... the quality education 
you have been looking for that can be yours for 
$25 a credit hour, 3 

THINK ABOUT our Off-Campus Program 
... graduate and undergraduate courses will be 
offered during the Spring semester at: Allston- 
Brighton, Boston City Hospital, Braintree, 
Brockton, Cambridge, Dorchester, East 
Boston, Medford, South Boston, West 
Roxbury and Woburn. 

REGISTER BY MAIL through January 
10, 1977. 

WALK-IN REGISTRATION at the Boston 
Campus, 625 Huntington Avenue, Administra- 
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YOU CANBE... 


INTINUING EDUCATION 
a. Boston, Massachusetts 02115 


ton 


tion Building. Saturday, January 8, 1977, 
9 a.m.-12 noon. Monday, January 10 through 
Thursday, January 13, 12 noon to 8 p.m. 
WALK-IN REGISTRATION will be held at 
each of our off-campus locations as follows: 
ALLSTON-BRIGHTON — Jackson Mann. 
Community School. Wed., Jan. 12, Thurs., 
Jan. 20. 
BOSTON CITY HOSPITAL. Tues., Jan. 4, 
Thurs., Jan. 6, 4-6 p.m. 
BRAINTREE — Braintree High School. 
Mon., Jan. 17, Wed., Jan. 19, 6-8 p.m. 
BROCKTON — Brockton High School. 
Thurs., Jan. 13, 6-8 p.m. 
CAMBRIDGE — Fitzgerald Community 
School. Wed., Jan. 5, 6-8 p.m. 
DORCHESTER — Murphy Community 


School. Thurs., Jan. 6, Thurs., Jan. 13, 7-9 p.m. 


EAST BOSTON — Harborside Community 
School. Tues., Jan. 25, Wed., Jan. 26, 7-9 p.m. 


MEDFORD — Medford Community Schools. 


Tues., Jan. 18, Wed., Jan. 19, 6-8 p.m. 
SOUTH BOSTON — Condon Community 
School. Tues., Jan. 25, Wed. , Jan. 26, 6-8 p.m. 


- WEST ROXBURY — Ohrenberger 
Community School. Wed., Jan. 5, Wed., 
Jan. 12, 6-8 p.m. 

WOBURN — Joyce Junior High School. 
Wed., Jan. 19, Thurs., Jan. 20, 6-8 p.m. 

MASTER-CHARGE will be accepted. 

FOR INFORMATION CALL 734-7111 

off-campus program 731-4012. 


Please mail coupon to: 

Program of Continuing Education, 

Boston State College 

625 Huntington Avenue, Boston, Ma. 02115 


Please send me the Spring catalog for: 


_] the Boston campus 
_) Off-campus location 


specify location 


Name: 


Address: 


_] Ihave attended Boston State before 
_] Ihave not attended Boston State before BP 1214 


this advertisement appears at no expense to 
The Commonwealth of Massachusetts 
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DRESSING. 


Continued from page 23 

“Of course this change of policy 
didn’t happen overnight,” he 
continued. “At first, we tried 
mixing and matching. Using a 
traditional Christmas scene but 
with mannequins wearing the 
latest fashions standing in front 
of it. However we found out that 
this kind of display served only 
to confuse the customer. The 
window designer has to play one 
idea at a time — discover what is 
strong, and make it simple. So 
since we are selling clothes, not 
Santas, we’ve been leaning more 


_ and more towards displaying 


merchandise at the expense of 


traditional Christmas trap- 


Another reason why stores are 
putting less money into their 
Christmas windows this year is 
that they are losing their most 
appreciative audience, the chil- 
dren. Urban fright makes par- 
ents increasingly reluctant. to 
bring their kids into the city to 
see the windows. ‘When par- 
ents read in the papers that Har- 
vard students are getting 
stabbed just three blocks away,” 
one window dresser told me, 
“they're not going to be too crazy 
about bringing their children 
into town to see the displays — 
especially at night, when they 


‘ look best.”” Today the major win- 


dow audience, most designers 


agree, are the people coming 


home from work at fiveo’clock - 


and the effect of Santas, elves, 


and tinsel is largely lost on them. 


The source 
Most of the large department 
stores get their decorations from 
~ display jobbers, and the biggest 
display jobber in Boston is Jos- 
lin Displays Inc. Nestled among 
the wholesale shoe outlets and 
printing shops near South Sta- 
tion, Joslin’s showroom bursts 
with the*kind of. shining ebul- 
lience that used to characterize 
department store Christmas 
windows. In the front window 
five mechanical Santas bow, 
twist, wave, and squeeze down 
chimneys; inside there is a for- 


est of silver garlands, mirror 
balls, pine cones; fake snow, and 
plastic icicles. At the back of the 
showroom, I found president 
Nicholas Petrucci, and asked 
how business was going. “Well, 
to be truthful,” he said, “busi- 
ness has fallen off a bit, mainly 


because the stores are spending a . 
lot less money these days on. 


Christmas displays. Take for 
example our Nativity sets. One 
life-sized nativity set will run 
you over six or seven grand and 
we used to sell them by the doz- 
en. Now we ‘hardly sell any. 
Same with the other outdoor fig- 
ures — Santa and the sleigh, 
organ and choir groups — we 
don’t get any business on those 
items any more. What are peoplé 


buying? The natural look, that’s 


what. Tinsel and the shiny stuff 


aren’t selling as well as they used 


to. Nowadays it’s all two-tone 
green garlands and wood back- ° 
grounds. You know, it’s sup-~ 


posed to look outdoorsy and 
ecological. The silvery, sparkly 
look is going out. 

“Also with the crime and 
everything, the emphasis is on 
the interior. You'll find that the 
stores have all made amazing 
changes over the years in what 
we call ‘fixturing.’ They may be 
taking it easy on the windows 
but, believe me, all the money is 
going to interior work — with all 
these concepts like open selling 
and random selling, the money is 
going inside, not outside. Théy 


Evening classes 
metals and wood. 


Call 


Work in the new, extensive studios 
especially designed and built for Boston University’s 
new Program in Artisanry. Classes start January 17. 
Call now to ensure your place in a class. 
For further information, call Neil Hoffman 


orJohn Tierney. 


Affiliated with Franklin Institute of Boston 
Boston) University 
Boston University admits students regardless of race, sex, religion, age, color, 
creed, national or ethnic origin, marital or parental status or handicap. 


31.00 
33.00 


Single 37"x80" 
Medium 47"x80" 


Double 57"x80" 
Add postage to all prices 
All Futons 6 inches thick 


THE FUTON MATTRESS 


THE UNIQUE 
100% COTTON MATTRESS 


35.00 |—Simple, natural comfort for your 


| Shinera P.O. Box 528 Boston, Mass. 02102 617-267-8654 | 


ORIENTAL 
All Cotton comfortors 
from $35.00 . 


sleep — ‘ 
Shipped all over the U.S. 


AQUARIUS TOURS 
INVITES YOU TO SUNNY 


COMPLETE 


from Boston 


only 


~ PER PERSON * 
TWIN BASIS $579 
8 Days/6 Nights departures each Saturday 


Your Tour Price 
Includes All This: . 


in the 
COMBAT ZONE ~ 


THE SMOKE SHOP 
48 BOYLSTON ST. 


(Need we say more?) 


“ONE-STOP HOLIDAY SHOP” 


WONDERFUL 


Waterbe 


a complete 
floatation system in- 
cluding lap mattress, 
liner, heater and ther- 


February 26-April 16, 1977 
THE BEST OF RIO 


In this marvelous city of poets and popular songs, life goes on under 
a hot, bright sun in a fascinating landscape of rare beauty. Between 
the sea and the mountains, there are unlimited opportunities for 
pleasure and entertainment. As the cold weather begins its annual 
seige, Aquarius Tours invites you to escape to one of the most 
famous of tropical resorts. Consider all of the exclusive features in- 
cluded. Look at the low price. How can you resist! 


“Based on OTC charter subject to booking restrictions. Double 
occupancy; price subject to change. 


*Round-trip jet from Bos- 
ton via VARIG (Brazil- 
ian) AIRLINES. 

*Open Bar and meal ser- 
vice in flight. 

Deluxe accomodations 6 
nights at the beautiful 
new Rio Othon Palace in 
famed Copacabana 
Beach. 

*Brazilian Breakfast daily 
(that's coffee, pastry, and 
delicious local fruits and 
cheeses!) 

e‘‘Welcome Brazilian 
Cocktail” 


*Half-day tour of fas- 
cinating Rio. 
*Round-trip transfer be- 
tween airport and hotel. 
*U.S. and Brazilian de- 
parture taxes. 
*Gratuities to belimen/ 
chambermaids. 
eLuggage handling 
throughout, for 2 suit- 
cases per person. 
*Optional excursion pro- 
ram. 
¢Tour Escort throughout. 


FOR BROCHURE MAIL COUPON TO AQUARIUS TRAVEL, 
51 MAIN ST., WATERTOWN, MASS. 02172 


OR CALL 


923-1170 


mostat 


THE CALIFORNIAN 


$2 40 COMPLETE 


LOTS MORE GREAT 
CHRISTMAS GIFTS: 


WRAPPING PAPER 
PLANTS 
MORE! 


JEWELRY 
CARDS 
SMOKING MATERIALS 


FURNITURE FAIR 
The Every [NE Store 


1042 Beacon St., Brookline 
Tel. 277-2085 
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don’t really care.about the out- 
side anymore; they want to zap 
you once you get inside.” 


The end of animation 
One of the unfortunate cas- 


| ualties of the recent display cut- 


backs is the animated window 
display. Up until this year 
Filene’s has had a Disney Carou- 
sel in the largest window, 
Window Nuniber One, and every 


year they would fill their five big 


windows along Sumner Street 
with elaborate animated Christ- 
mas shows. One year it was 
Christmas. around. the world, 
another year it was five Boston 
Christmas scenes, and most re- 
cently they had a Sesame Street 
show. No more. Jordan’s, too, 
has substantially reduced its tra- 
ditional “Enchanted Village”; 
the “Ziegfield Follies” Christ- 
mas displays that animated 
their windows last year has been 
cut out completely. — 

Bliss Manufacturing Inc. in 


| New York has been for many 


years the largest manufacturer of 
these animated Christmas 
scenes (they have always done 
the incredible Christmas dis- 
plays for Saks Fifth Avenue and 
Lord and Taylor’s in New York) 
so I was surprised to learn, when 
I talked to them last week, that 
they have gone out of the anima- 
tion business. “It just got to be 
too expensive and too much 
trouble,” one of their executives 
told me, “especially when the 
number of buyers started to 
dwindle. Now only a few stores 
use animation — Saks and Lord 
and Taylor’s for example — and 
it’s just not worth it. In fact both 
Lord and Taylor’s and Saks 
called us and asked us to do their 
animation for them this year. I 
told them we wouldn’t do any- 


‘thing for less than $400,000, and-- 


we'd rather not do anything at 
all. 


“The main reason why the . 


stores have stopped using 
animation is the crime rate,” he 
continued. “Washington, Bal- 


timofe, and even Detroit, be~ 


lieve it or not — they all used to 
spend lots of money on the 
mechanical displays, but no 
more. A good animated display 
window costs at least $15,000 
these days... and since no- 
body’s going out at night, who 
can afford it?” 


Christmas diehards 
Amid all this Christmas dull- 
ness, it is comforting to find a 


’ place that. still goes head over 


heels at Christmas time and The 
Four Seasons in Lexington is a 
place that is guaranteed to warm 
the heart of anyone who longs to 
bathe in the reflected light of 
Christmas decorations A garden 
center for most of the year, The 
Fourggasons, during the months 
of November and December, be- 
comes a retail Christmas supply 
store and nothing is spared in 
their pursuit of the Christmas 
spirit. A giant Santa stands on 
the roof with a bag of toys over 
his shoulder, and below him four 
deer, a donkey, a peacock, a 
llama, two rams, and a turkey 
shiver in the holiday cold. “And 
that,” assistant manager Deb- 
bie Carota told me, “is only the 
outside.” Inside the frosted glass 
doors there is a gigantic ani- 
mated Christmas show which is 
a combination of their own tradi- 
tional show — Mr. and Mrs. 
Claus making gifts, an historic 
family celebrating Christmas, 
etc. — and the Sesame Street 
Show that they bought from Fi- 


lene’s last year. The highlights of | 


the show are Oscar sitting in a 
garbage can raising his eye- 
brows (the favorite according to 
Debbie), Ernie and Sherlock 
Shylock taking a bath, and Big 
Bird Flapping his wings — all to 
the accompaniment of Christ- 
mas music. (“We've got four 
different cassettes,” says Deb- 
bie.) 

“We take great pride in this 
show,” Debbie told me, and even 
though it is expensive and sort of 
out of date, it’s worth it. Why? 
“Because the little kids go nuts 
over it!” 
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[Faneuil Hall Marketplace 
Brown Derby Deli = , SHOPPING 


J 
The Yogurt Shop (COME IN AND SEE US) 


are rs sold today. We want to serve 
t 


pickles that taste like pickles of 50 years CUSTOMER DESIGNED T-SHIRTS 


ago. We want to sell hot dogs and sau- N 
sages that are delicious. We want to serve Why is the cow on top of the boat? The }] 
them at a reasonable price, at a time when cow is on top of the boat because the con- | 


search before opening a yoourt store that 


everybody keeps raising their prices but cept of yogurt comes from Europe, and : 
forgets to lower their prices when costs the Yogurt Shop represents years of re- «NY ~ A 
go down. : 


/\ 
i 
The Brown Derby is dedicated to bring- 
ing you the best food with the greatest y 4 
flavor, in contrast to the plastic foods that R 


WE CAN DESIGN A T-SHIRT FOR 
— J EVERYONE ON YOUR XMAS LIST! 


; specializes in yogurt and no other dairy 
YANKEE. DOG — 100% pendact, We eating yogurt is S 
7S place. 
With this ad. Exclusively Columbo Yo- an yi 
| gurt with this ad. 25¢ off i K 
on fresh soft frozen yogurt 
pan to go — 1 pint size. Variety A> 399 boylston street boston.mass 247-2777 Be 
of fresh fruit flavors. ix LISTEN FOR US ON WMEX & WNTN 


Its clearly Christmas 
The Lower Story. 


Swedish Handblown 
4, Decanter (2nd.). $12.50. 


62 oz. pitcher. $4.50. 


= Bristol Mug. 
| \" Reg. $3.00, Now $2.50. 
Hurricane Shade. \ . 
$4.50 and $5.50. 


Stolzle Ashtray. 


al Reg. $3.50, 
4, Handblown Vase Now $1.50. 


(2nd.). $12.50. 


Glass makes a great gift, and you'll find some ops s 
great savings on a huge selection of contemporary glass kK 


pitchers, wine glasses, L¢ WER 


This year, it's a clear choice for Christmas. . “ik q 
This year, it’s The Lower Story. S ‘ 0 RY 


The Lower Story, 171 Huron Ave., Cambridge, 547-5938. Mon.-Fri. 9:30-8:30. Sat. 9:30-5:30. 
The new Lower Story, 1045 Massachusetts Ave., Cambridge, 547-3994. Mon.-Fri. 10-9. Sat. 10-6. Free parking in back. 
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. 
Covered Cookie Jar, 1 gal. $3.95. 
| >\ German Brandy Snifter, 
Bf 12 OZ. Reg. $2.25, Now $1.75. 
Grand Vin, all purpose 
wine glass. 8/$7.95. 
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‘Leaving town? 
For rides check 


i MINER ST. AUTO BODY 


Specializing in Collison and 
Insurance repairs « Expert rust 


restoration. « FREE towing if party 


FOR OUR EARLY CHRISTMAS SHOPPERS 


ONE FREE 


THIS AD IS 
ORTH $1.000N 
ANY MERCHANDISE 
PURCHASED BEFORE 5 P.M. 
SAT., DEC. 11, 1976 


Purchase over $5.00 


No. 1 Plantation Grown or Living Trees 


USE YOUR DOLLAR ON WREATHS, — 
LAUREL, HOLLY, BOUGHS, POINSETTIAS! 


EXCLUSIVE SERVICE 
LAYAWAY 


Buy and save now! We will 

tag and keep your tree or 

plant for you ‘til Dec. 23 
NO ADDED CHARGE 


YOUR DOLLAR IS GOOD AT OUR 
YEAR ROUND INDOOR 
PLANT CENTER 


THAYER 
NURSERY 


2790 Hillside St. 
Milton 698-2005 


Ott Randolph Ave 
near Pepsi-Cola 


Hammett ’s, the Reliable Loom Co. 


Among other things, Hammett’s has been making quality hand- 
weaving looms for over 100 years. We have a complete line of weaving 
looms reasonably priced from $8. 


Don’t forget to see us this year and be sure to ask us about our 
many classes and workshops. 


10% Savings on all Hammett looms with this ad. << 


Hammett’s 


48 Canal St., Boston 523-5779 


“Open Mon.-Sat. 9-5:30 Thurs. 9-7:30 
Till X-Mas 


BLACK 
CHRISTMAS 


The Kwanzaa celebration 


The elements of the Kwanzaa celebration table 


by Leslie Hitch 

In late December, as the ma- 
jority of the population is pick- 
ing up wrapping paper and 
wrapping up picked-overs, some 
members of the black commun- 
ity will be preparing for a week of 
spiritual regeneration, solidar- 
ity and creativity festival called 
Kwanzaa. 

Kwanzaa is a week-long per- 
iod of self-renewal, and of re- 
newal of commitment. to one’s 
community and to one’s family. 
It is not an alternative to Christ- 
mas, although many Kwanzad 
participants are turning away 
from the commercialism of 


Christmas and celebrate only the - 


religious ceremony of the birth of 
Christ. The Festival was started 
in the ’60s by Maulana Ron Kar- 
enga of San Francisco, who 
based the celebration on old 
African harvest rituals. The idea 
has not spread rapidly. How- 
ever, according to a Wall Street 
Journal article last December, 
the program is gaining increas- 
ing acceptance.in the black com- 
munity. 

Kwanzaa begins on Decem- 
ber 26th. Karenga purposefully 
chose a date at the end of the 
year — traditionally a time both 
for reflection and for looking 


-ahead. In Africa, the holiday us- 
ually takes place at harvest, but - 


Karenga thought the year-end 
would be more appropriate for 
an urban society. 

“Kwanzaa” comes from the 
Swahili word (kwanza)— refer- 
ring to the first fruits of the har- 


vest. The fruits in a modern con- 
text pertain to the harvest that is 
reaped from the mind during 
this period. The festival itself 
does not follow any one tribal or 
cultural ceremony but rather is a 
conglomeration of Eastern and 
Western African rituals. 

On the first day of Kwanzaa, a 
table is laid out and upon it are 
placed the symbols of the festi- 
val. First comes the straw mat — 
mkeka. The mkeka is the foun- 
dation for the feast. Then a sev- 
en branch candelabra — kimara 
— is placed on top. This is the 
symbol of the stock of 
the human race. candles — 
mishumiaa — are lit, one per 
night, until the entire candel- 
abra is aflame. Each candle then 
represents one of the seven prin- 
ciples of Kwanzaa. 

Another important element of 
the Kwanzaa table is an ear of 
corn — muhindi — the symbol 
for children, the continuity of 
the race. In a community festi- 
val, one ear rests on the table. In 
a household, there should be an 
ear of corn for each child or a 
single ear representing future 
children in a childless home. 

Harvest fruits are laid upon 
the table as are any African art 
objects, that will bind this land 
with its black agricultural an- 
cestors in Africa. 

Important, too, is the unity 
cup — kikombe — which is 
passed around in all'the avers 
ceremonies. Gifts — zwadi — 
be exchanged among callie. 
tors are also placed upon the 
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table. These are often either 
handmade by the giver or cho- 
sen to be especially significant to 
the recipient. 

Kwanzaa participants are en- 
couraged to fast on each of the 
celebration’s seven days from 
sun-up to sun-down as a symbol 
of cleansing. Then, at the eve- 
ning meal, which is prepared 
from as many natural ingredi- 
ents as possible — beans and 
rice, homemade breads, fruits — 
the body is replenished until 

sun-up the next day. 

On each of the seven days, the 
principle of that day is dis- 
cussed at the evening table. The 
first day is unity — umoja. The 
second day is kujidagulia, self- 
determination; the third ujima, 
collective work and responsibil- 
ity; the fourth is ujamaa, co- 
operative economies, family- 
hood, and communalism. 
fifth day is nia, purpose, and the 
sixth, kuumba, creativity. 

Creativity is an integral part 
of the Kwanzaa festival, a 
gifts are the manifestation of 
that spirit. Kwanzaa is a time for 
original works of poetry to be re- 
cited and for dances to be 
danced. Even the arrangement 
of the table is thought of as an 
expression of creativity. 

The last night of Kwanzaa, 
December: Bist, focuses on 
imani, faith. This is the night of 
the karamu or feast. Children, 
although they are included and 
encouraged to participate in the 
ceremonies of the other six 
nights, are usually excluded 
from the last night’s program, 
since the feast begins about 9 
p.m. and the festivities last un- 
til the early morning hours. It is 
not, however, a New Year’s Eve 
party. Rather it is a night to re- 
flect on the principle of unity 
and on: the other principles of 
Kwanzaa. Again, a simple, na- 
tural-food meal is served and the 
unity cup is passed among the 
participants. 

Kwanzaa, as defined by Maul- 
ana Ron Karenga, is essentially a 
black, observance. Each of the 
principles is discussed in rela-' 
tion to the black community. 
The festival serves as a bridge 
between poor and better-off 
blacks, Karenga, himself, is an 
ex-convict who is currently an 
assistant. p: -Am- 


erica at Diego’ 


State University. He has a de- 
gree in urban development. 

In Boston, there is a Kwanzaa 
observance at the Afrikan Heri- 
tage Institute, 8 Warren St. 
(near Dudley station), on the 
first night, ember 26, and a 
karamu. on December 31.' Exact. 
times have not yet been set. The 
program is open~to the com- 
munity, although it is stressed 


o_ it is primarily a black festi- 


Some of the elementary 
schools in Boston, primarily in 
Roxbury, have incorporated 
Kwanzaa elements in their holi- 
day observances. Also, some area 
universities and college black 
student organizations have 


Kwanzaa festivals. 
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765 Mass. Ave., Camb., (next to City Hall) 864-1454 


Finished Products: Current jewelry Jewelry and Crafts Supplies: 
designs in silver and gold, macrame Metals, tools, stones, books, beads, 
earrings and beaded necklaces. Stone- _— cords, feathers, findings, dyes and 
ware and porcelain pottery, stained glass, supplies for candle making. 
and unique gift items by skilled 

men. 


~~ | STAINLESS SALT 
VING TRAY GUST. & PEPPER. $5.50. 


LINE 
TOTE. $12.95. 


you can afford to be very L 


At The Upper Story, we know gift giving can get expensive. So we 
gave some thought to your budget and came up with hundreds of great 
Christmas gifts, for under $15. 

You'll find everything from chopping blocks to tree ornaments at The 
Upper Story. Great Christmas gifts that don’t cost a great deal of money. 
Now that’s a very nice thought. 


The Upper Story, 1045 Massachusetts Ave., Cambridge, 547-3994. Mon. -Sat. 10-6. Thurs. until 9. Free parking in back. 
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HANUKKAH 


Continued from page 22 
holiday — but an important eth- 
nic one.” 

Although Rockland carefully 
researched the holiday’s history 
(it commemorates the victory of 
a righteous but outnumbered 
band of Jewish guerillas over 
their oppressors in the second 
century B.C.), many of her 
book’s celebratory ideas stem 
from her own family’s Hanuk- 
kah traditions. 

There is, for instance, the an- 
nual latke party, held on a Sun- 
day afternoon, for which the five 
Rocklands spend the greater part 
of a day grating potatoes and 
chopping onions, then frying the 
latkes (potato pancakes). With 
guests of various ages the party 
generally tends toward uproar, 
but it gives an extended-family 
feeling that Rockland cherishes. 
Preparing for the party is a fam- 
ily project, too. Rockland gives 
clear directions for papercut and 
silkscreen invitations incor- 
porating Hanukkah themes, for 
festive serving pieces and cen- 


terpieces, as well as latke and 
other recipes. 

The nine-branched oil or 
candle-burning lamp usually 
called a menorah (but more cor- 
rectly a hannukiah) is central to 
the Hanukkah ritual. They’re for 
sale at specialized stores and 
through some synagogues and 
temples. But the style often 
sinks to what Rockland calls 
“Tawdry Traditional.” 

She suggests, instead, craft- 
ing one’s own contemporary hol- 
iday items. Her projects are not 
all equally compelling (as in the 
case of a stuffed patchwork 
dreidel), but they are multitudi- 
nous, imaginative and clearly 
described. 

There are ceramic oil lamps, 
sand-cast plaster lamps, papier- 
mache lamps, lamps made of 
soda pop cans, and a particular- 
ly whimsical and appropriate 
lamp for American Jews featur- 
ing tacky souvenir Statue of Lib- 


erty figures as candleholders on a 


flag-draped based. Children’s 


dreidels emerge from spools, egg - 


cartons and beads. Since game- 
playing is traditional to Hanuk- 
kah, Rockland creates a ceramic 


chess set of Maccabees (the Jew- 
ish freedom fighters) versus Syri- 
an-Greeks (the oppressors): 

A Jewish child whose house is 
the only plain one on the block 
on December nights under- 
standably may cajole parents in- 


_to the imitative (electric candles 


in the window) or the tasteless 
(day-glo plastic “Happy Hanuk- 
kah” signs). Rockland, a graph- 
ic and textile artist with a feel for 
contemporary design, finds the 
latter as offensive as the former. 
Looking into decorations, 
Rockland learned that wreaths 
were originally a Jewish (and 
Greek) victory symbol; by the 
fourth century, church leaders 
were warning observant Chris- 
tians against them. By now, 
Rockland finds the wreath too 
tied to Christianity and Christ- 
mas to reclaim, and offers in- 
stead her own tradition-based 
decorations for Hanukkah, in- 
cluding a bright: batik that fits 
over the glass of her front door 
and glows like stained glass. 
One of her favorite themes, 


incidentally, is the myth of the’ 


brave Jewish heroine Judith who 
aided the Maccabee rebels by 


4 


decapitating an enemy general. 
(Parents who are both feminists 
and pacifists will have to make 
their choices.) 

The idea, obviously, is to sanatt 
the ancient midwinter rites 
(which antedate’ both Hanuk- 
kah and Christmas) in a way 
that is comfortable, enjoyable 
and Judaic. ‘““That’s how Jews 
have survived and lived all of our 
history,”” Rockland noted. 
incorporate and reinterpret 
things from the culture around 
us, and make it our own.” 

Inserted among the how-to-do- 
its in her book, Rockland briefly 
describes her and her husband’s 
two-year struggles to withdraw 
Christmas from the Princeton 
public schools, the sometimes 
ugly opposition, and a creative 
solution. Such skirmishes have 
taken place in a number of local 
school systems, sometimes with 
less satisfying results. Perhaps in 
a future edition Rockland will in- 
clude more of these public, as 
well as private, solutions to 
mandatory observances. 

In another generation, maybe 
two, Rockland thinks, Hanuk- 
kah will be established as a 


cs 


major Jewish holiday. Dis- 


comfort and the vestiges of 


“~pseudo-Christmas, born of lack 


of imagination and fear of 
assimilation, will diminish. 
Meanwhile, Mae Rockland is 
helping to smooth the transi- 


‘tion. 


Her next book will extend her 
ideas for celebrating to other 
Jewish holidays, “like Passover, 
the ultimate dinner party.” Dur- 
ing her research, a Jewish femin- 
ist group asked for help in reviv- 
ing Rosh Hodesh, the Festival of 
the New Moon, observed for cen- 
turies (particularly by women) 
before it fell into obscurity. The 
new moon, she learned, 


traditionally was marked with . 


fruits and nuts, ancient symbols 
of fertility. So, she explained 
with a grin, she’d been tinkering 
with a recipe for chicken breasts 
and thighs in almond and pom- 
egranate sauce. 

“Some pomp and ceremony, 
some fun and games,” she 
shrugged.. “I grew up enjoying 
being Jewish tremendously, and 
I'd like to keep that enjoyment 
going. All those supposed-tos can 
be very boring.” 
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(617) 738-6210 


Do you need 
gynecological care? 


A method of 
birth control? 


At Preterm you receive personal, sensitive counseling, 
and high quality medical care. 


A non-profit icensed medical facility ia 
1842 Beacon Street. Brookline. Mass... 02146 


ch Medicaid 


_ DISCOVER A NEW FLAME IN 
THE PERSONALS OF THE 


PHOENIX CLASSIFIEDS 


$3 00 tor 4 tines $1.50 per headhne 


Lawson 
Farms 
Cream 


Our Famous 
ice Cream 
Cakes and Pies 
for the Holidays 
ORDER EARLY 


Watertown 924-9643 
Acton 263-9032 
Faneuil Hall 742-0888 


... forinstance 


List $138.00 
Jack’s $75.00 


mm Sonor snare drums rod 


We Are NOT A 
Christmas Stc Store 


We are a professional - 


DRUM SHOP j; 


JACK’'S 


ight Leg 
CORDUROY JEANS 


The “good times” look by Lee. 


84% cotton - 16% 


polyester 


Sizes 28” to 40” in Brown, Gray, Light blue, and 


Tan. 


The Pant Shop 


59 Munroe St., Lynn 


592-0365 == 
OPEN EVERY EVENING TIL CHRISTMAS 


“SEE JACK LAST” 
1116 Boyiston St., Boston 10-6 


Daily 


Sailor Blouses & Pants 


Paratrooper Jump Boots 
Vietnam Combat Boots 
Air Force Parkas 

Navy Pea Coats 

Leather Flight Jackets 
Army Bush Jackets 
Fatigue Trousers 


Army Field Jackets & Coats 


“BOSTON’S LARGEST ARMY & NAVY STOR 


601 Washington St., Boston 426 -6588 
557 Boylston St., Copley Sq. 536-2433" 


AUTHENTIC 
MILITARY 
FASHIONS 


Khaki Shirts & Pants 

Camouflage Jackets 

Camping Supplies 

Army Duffel Bags 

Sleeping Bags 

Military Coats 

Military Hats & Helmets 
.. And More! 


Use our coupon 
for additional savings 


10% OFF 


With this ad on an 
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THE SETA CHRISTMAS COLLECTION 

A unique selection of men's and 
women's silk, cashmere and wool 
accessories for those brisk winter winds. 
Cashmere solids and plaids — $26-28. 
Wool hats and scarf combinations —_ 
$12.50 Everything from billowy 6 footers 
to formal silks. Prices range from $3.00 to 
$35.00 


The Bargain Box 
117 Newbury St. 


Sponsored by the 
Junior League of Boston 


Leave It All Behind 


115 Newbury Street, Boston, Massachusetts 02116 ’ one, FUGNT oh 


Open Tues-Sat 9:30-4:00 1) 2 


536-8580 telephone (617) 536-3660 
quar for the undecided 
ale ask for a Seta Gift 
Certificate 


Photography ° Vision Gallery 


wra 
p A exhibition of Prints by 


someone 
in leather 


January 15 
216 Newbury 


Gallery: Hours Mon. Sat. 10-6 Wed. til 7: :30 


Boston Dance Academy 


announces 


_ A CHRISTMAS IDEA 


Available This Are 
SPECIAL_CHRISTMAS;DANCE LESSON 
CERTIFICATES 


Staff & Courses Available: 
Modern — RAEL LAMB artistic director of Dance for the New Worid 
DIANE L. CRAWFORD, artistic director of Boston Dance Anata 
Performing Arts Company 
Company Classes — DIANE L. CRAWFORD 
Ballet — SHERYL FREEMAN 
Jazz — RAEL LAMB 
Dance Therapy — WENDY 
Mime — KENYON MARTIN 


Anatomy — DR. ANTHONY GODF! aS, 2 
Music for Dancers — RICHARD: 
Ballroom 


Registration now taking place “Boston Dance Academy 
“Emphasis on individualized training 


Men's Clothing Women’s Clothing 
and Shoe Store Shoe Store 

134 Newbury St. Newbury St. 
Boston 536-3728 Boston 262-6847 
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It’s in his style — - 


a neat, smooth-fitting . 
dress shirt that puts 
style and comfort 

out in front. 


The Men's 


Shop 
at Safar 


Grifo 


Gifts of Distinction 


167 Newbury Street 
Boston, Mass. 02116 


(617)267-9188 
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MEN’S SHOP, 235 NEWBURY STREET...............s0s0seeeeee+» 247-7765 
COIFFURE, 239"NEWBURY STREET............... 247-3933 / 247-8104 - 
RESTAURANT, 235 NEWBURY STREET 247-9152 
COIFFURE 522 KENMORE SQUARE ................ 266-0180 / 247-7239 


RESTAURANT CAFE TOPO, 75 UNION STREET, NEWTON....527-8531 


' Unique - 
pillow furniture. 

One-of-a-kind 
wall hangings. All custom | 
desigtied; custorn made || 
prices 


‘The largest selection 


quality backgammon 
sets, tables and acces- 
sories at surprisingly lo 
B Newbury 
Boston 267-3177 


Kilims:and: Orientals 
- from around the world. 


Berber primiti J 

American indiany 
Antique Chinese. 

Egyptian mummy beads 


Walthangings 
Ethnic clothing 
Quilts 

Eskimo art 
and many 


other unusua 
gifts 
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ae Qpen Wed: Eve 10:30-5:30 : 


Potpourri 
Delights 


rug gallery 


100% WOOL RYAS 
FROM DENMARKS 


Panopticon Gallery of Photography 


é 


=e 


e Charles Harbutt Dec. 18-Jan. 19 
58 DESIGNS 


FS 267-6660 OPEN DAILY & SAT. 10-5:30 
* 112 NEWBURY ST., BOSTON 
_ our only store 


A} 


¢ New England Students of Photography 
Jan. 22-Feb. 16 


— PHOTOGRAPHS, GRAVURES, BOOKS-AND POSTERS 
— MATTING AND FRAMING SERVICES AND SUPPLIES 


69 Newbury St., Boston, Mass. 02116 267-2961 


BOStON, mass. 02115 
order 


EUROPEAN Shin CARE 


SERVICE An Mlle shang Tem 
Complexion 


CENTER Problems? 


304 Newbury St. Why suffer with embarrasment 
ee oe eee We base our services on scientific methods, in 
+ Thurs. cooperation with dermatologists, using the best 
10 to 6 Sat. cosmetics and modern apparatus. 


We feel that this is the best way to treat your face, make 
it look better, healthier, and help to eliminate your skin 
problems: 


leani 


| Come make an appointment with us and let 


us show you what we can do for you. - 
make up — tinting — hair removal by wax 


8 Newbury St., Boston, Mass. 
266-2422 J 


THE 


COVERINGS 
THEREOF 
INC. 

| WISHES TO ANNOUNCE THE OPENING OF AN EXCLU- 

164 newbury street SIVE DANCEWEAR STORE IN BOSTON ON NOVEMBER 

boston, ma. 02116 1. OUR PRINCIPAL DANCERS INCLUDE MARGOT 

-FONTEYN AND MANY BALLERINAS IN THE LONDON 

fine wallpapers COMPANIES AND THE BOSTON BALLET COMPANY. 

matching fabrics WE HOPE WE MAY BE OF USEFUL SERVICE TO ALL 

custom window shades & blinds OF YOU. 


residential and commercial interiors ' 
(617) 536-2730 142 NEWBURY ST., BOSTON 02116 TEL. 267-0778 


. 
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& Daughter 
PhOTOGRAPHERS 


Specialists in portfolios, theatrical 
photography and fine portraits 


119 Charles St. No. 1, Boston 742-5662 


(@\'(@\ 


WESTWOOD GALLERY 
paintings - drawings - 
graphics - photographs : 
weaving - 
36 Hartford St. (Off rte. 109) 
Westwood, Mass. Tel: 326- 5432 


Hours: 1-5pm Tues. thru Sat. 
2-5pm Sunday closed Monday 


Fine Works by Contemporary Artists 


Clearance 
Slight Factory Irregulars 


Savings of 40%-70% 


You 
new 


can afford a 
mattress now, 


at prices that won’t 
keep you awake 
nites worrying. 


Twin Sets Start At 


$69.96 


Full Sets Start At 


$89.99 


Queen Sets $119.99 


LET 


FURNITURE COMPANY 
44-58 HARVARD AVENUE 
ALLSTON, MASS. 782-1891 


THE S IN SALLET MEANS 


$$ TO YOU 


The atmosphere brings you in. : 
The food brings you back. 


been to. Victoria Station. 


uniquely warm and friendly atmos- 
phere. There's a relaxing lounge 
that's really an old caboose, and a 
series of comfortable dining areas 
inside real boxcars. Throughout this 
unusual setting you'll enjoy a fasci- 
nating collection of antiques from 
railroading history. With soft lighting 
and linens to enhance it all. 


tion are the most important part of 
the atmosphere. They're more than 
cordial—they're extremely con- 
scientious and eager to make your 
visit a truly pleasurable experience. 


bring you in the first time, our regu- 
lar customers tell us it's the food that 
brings them back. It's basic but su- 
perb. And everything is expertly | 
prepared and served in portions 


f all the restaurants 
in the Boston area, 
one is unlike any 
other you've ever 


The first thing you'll notice is a 


But the people at Victoria Sta- 


anywhere. 


Try our Prime Rib, it’s roasted 
and cut precisely to your taste; then 
presentedat your table on hot stone- 
ware. Or select one of our other 
specialties. Savor thick, juicy Top 
Sirloin Steaks, Bar-b-que Beef Ribs 
or Giant Shrimp sautéed to perfec- 
tion in a special wine sauce. Enjoy 
your entree with an order of fresh 


While the atmosphere may 


t 
KAY ay) 


mushrooms served sizzling in a 
skillet. And a not-to-be-missed 
salad bar where you create your own 
chilled, crisp salad. 

Come discover the many rea- 
sons why Victoria Station is so un- 


| = ; 


usually good. . . 
and such an out- 
standing value. Join 
us for lunch or dinner. And enjoy 
great food, generous cocktails, and 
fine wines. It's an adventure in 
dining that will bring you back again 
and again. 


BOSTON ¢ 64 Sleeper Street ¢ (617) 542-7771 
(Just across the Northern Avenue Bridge) 


Seasonal sloshes 


by Ande Zellman 

“.. a mighty bowl of wassail in 

which the hot apples were 

hissing and bubbling with a rich 

look, and a jolly sound.” 
—Dick 


ens, 
The Pickwick Papers 


One of these December days, 
you'll be sitting in your living 
room minding your own busi- 
ness and you’ll be beseiged by six 
carolers, three friends who are 
just passing by, and four others 
who just wandered in with the 


crowd. Amidst this commotion a ~ 


neighbor or two will stop by to 
borrow chairs for a Christmas 
party. Making the best of what 
could otherwise be a crazy and 
disastrous experience, you offer 
everyone drinks and hope they 
will all talk to each other and 
eventually go away. “What would 
you like to drink?” you ask. 
“Scotch? Sherry?” 

They all stare at you in 
disbelief. 

You see, it is the holiday 
season and they expect you to 
offer wassail, hot toddies or at 
least a cup of eggnog. What a 
bore you are, offering standard 
refreshment. 

Lest you live in fear of not pro- 
viding the correct holiday fare, 
here’s a Phoenix Guide to 
Instant Peace on Earth. "Tis the 
season to be jolly, right? 


The bar 

Before you set up a party area, 
find something to put all your 
equipment on. You could run out 
and buy a Naugahyde specialty 
portable bar, or you could use 
whatever is available — say, a 
door, which you can rest on 
blocks, chairs or whatever other 
supports strike your fancy. 


Basic equipment 
Like Santa, you should make a 
list and check it twice to make 


sure that you have everything 
you need to entertain a crowd (or 
just yourself). Here are some 


‘basics: 


A jigger measure with a-scale 
of half and quarter ounces 

‘A set of measuring spoons 

A long spoon or stirring rod 

A corkscrew (if you buy one 
with a lever you'll suffer less.) . 

A knife for paring and cutting 
fruit 

A wooden muddler for 
mashing mint, herbs and fruits 

A punch bowl, pitcher, 
glasses, cups and heatproof mugs 


“If this list seems too extensive 
and expensive, take comfort in 
knowing that I usually measure 
by eye, mash the ingredients 
with a. hammer wrapped in a 
paper towel, stir drinks with a 
chopstick. and serve them in 
anything that’s available. 


Wassail 

When this alcoholic potpourri 
was served in medieval England, 
it was not unusual to see pieces 
of toast floating about in it. 
Whether the toast enhanced the 
taste is unclear, but this was, in 
any case, the birth of the 
tradition of toasting. Wassail 
means good health and this is 
what was said while raising a 
glass of this concoction. 

Though wassail is the tradi- 
tional Christmas drink, it also 
affords you a fantastic 
opportunity to use up all that 
cheap and dreadful wine that 
people have been giving you for 
the last year. Because of the ex- 
tensive use of spices in wassail, 
you can get away with using any 
cheap red wine. 


Traditional wassail 
Bake 10 small apples at 350 
degrees for 20 ‘minutes. While 
Continued on page 38 
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Susannah Garboden 


There are those who would 
have us believe that Christmas is 
a time for rare treats like figgy 
pudding. In fact, some people 
have been heard: to demand, 
“Oh, give us some figgy pud- 
ding. We won’t go until we get 
some.”’ . 

What an unreasonable 
demand. Who the heck has the 
ingredients for a figgy pudding 
kicking around the pantry? And 
if you did, would you go to all 
that trouble for a bunch of ex- 
tortionists? 


Look — you want figgy 
pudding, you make your own. 
That’s telling them. But. there’s 
no real need to be inhospitable, 
and it is possible to mediate such 
ultimatums and pacify your holi- 


r 


Santa didn’t get fat on mung beans 


day assailants with something 
just as good — maybe better. 
Did you ever taste figgy pud- 
ding? 

Following are some festive 
suggestions for foods that, while 
not necessarily Christmas tradi- 
tions, are certainly worth consi- 
dering if you have to feed com- 
pany this season. And please 
note: these are real foods — not 
the good-for-you inedibles that 
food freaks make from driveway 
gravel and rice flour. 


Snickerdoodles 

You’ve probably always won- 
dered what cream of tartar was 
good for. Maybe not, but any- 
way, it’s an. old-fashioned ingre- 
dient used for getting an acid 
into a recipe to react with baking 
soda. (You can also use it to 


make a paste with cold water 
that will lift bloodstains from 
some fabfics or the ring out of 
your bathtub.) Since the first 
snickerdoodles were baked, 
they’ve invented baking powder 
— which is itself an acid and 
baking soda. If you don’t own 
any cream of tartar, you may 
substitute two teaspoons of bak- 
ing powder for it and the- baking 
soda listed with the ingredients 
below. 


cup margarine 
cup sugar 

1 egg 

1% cups flour 

1 teaspoon cream of tartar 
4% teaspoon baking soda 
¥2 teaspoon salt 

2 Tablespoons sugar 

2 teaspoons cinnamon 


Bozica’s nut roll: roll it, fill it and roll it 


Cream the margarine and the 
42 cup sugar together.. Beat in 
the egg. Mix together the flour, 
cream of tartar, baking soda and 
salt, then add them to the short- 
ening mixture. Now you have 
dough, which you should chill for 
at least an hour. 

Grease your cookie sheets and 
pre-heat your oven to 375 degrees 
F. Roll the dough into walnut- 
size balls. Mix the two Table- 
spoons of sugar and the cinna- 


mon together, roll the balls of - 


dough in that mixture and place 
them on your cookie sheets. Bake 
for eight to 10 minutes. The re- 
sulting cookies will be hard, but 
not that hard. 


Oatmeal! shortbread 
One of the best things about 
this recipe is that most people 
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usually have all the ingredients 
right in their larder. So it’s per- 


fect for when Aunt Mildred: 


threatens to pop in on short no- 
tice. 


1% cups oatmeal (quick or 
oldfashioned, but not instant) 
1/3 cup sugar 

2 Tablespoons flour 

5 Tablespoons' butter 
(margarine will do, but not as 
well) 

teaspoon salt 

1 teaspoon vanilla 


‘Cream the sugar, butter and 


vanilla together. Then add 
everything else and mush it to- 
gether — it is best, though 
messy, to use one’s hands for this 
procedure. Preheat your oven to 

Continued on page 36 
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Continued from page 35 


325 degrees F, grease an eight- 


inch square pan, grease your fin- 
gers and pat the mixture into the 
pan. Be firm and patient — the 
better the job you do of patting, 
the less the finished shortbread 
will crumble. Bake this for 25 
minutes, or until firm to the 
touch. Cool for about 10 min- 
utes and cut into squares with a 
sharp knife. 


St. Martin’s Horseshoes 
Tradition dictates that you’re 
supposed to make thec> on the 
day of the first snowfall. You 
missed it, but next year you'll be 
ready. Tradition justifies itself 
by citing another tradition — 
one that says that snow is St. 
Martin on a white horse. Tradi- 
tion can be weird. St. Martin is 
the patron saint of France, tail- 
ors and reformed drunkards — 
among other things. In any 
event, his cookies are worthy of 
canonization all by themselves. 


1 cup butter 

4 Tablespoons sugar 

402. ground almonds (You can 
buy them this way, or grind 
them yourself in a blender. St. 
Martin didn’t have a blender. 
You figure it out.) 

1 teaspoon almond extract 


Cream the butter and sugar to- 
gether and add the rest of the in- 
gredients. Chill this dough for at 
least an hour. Form the dough 
into horseshoe shapes. — start 
with a piece about as fat as your 
little finger and about four 
inches long. Bake on a greased 
cookie sheet at 300 degrees F for 
about 30 minutes. Check them 
before taking them out of the 
oven. They’re done when they’re 
firm and slightly brown around 
the edges. Remove the cookies 
from the sheet very gently — 
they’re delicate. The horseshoes 
don’t spread much at all while 
they’re baking, so you can crowd 
them onto the sheet to save time 
by cooking fewer batches. Also, 
the horseshoes are traditional 
but not compulsory. You could 
spell out anything. 

Most people are wise enough 
to ignore recipes that measure 
ingredients in ounces, but we’re 
really doing you a favor here be- 
cause that’s how you buy 
almonds. If you have some other 
source, four ounces translates 
roughly to % cup. It doesn’t have 
to be exact. 


Feather bread 

This is a great bread to serve 
with a fancy dinner. Its only 
fault is that it’s not very good as 
a leftover, so invite lots of 
people. It’s prettiest when baked 
in a bundt pan, but you don’t have 
one so be assured that it will 
taste just as good from an angel- 


food cake pan or a couple of loaf 
pans. 

1 cup milk 

1 package yeast. 

1 stick soft butter 


3% cups flour 


Heat the milk to lukewarm and 
sprinkle in the yeast. Let this 
stand for a couple of minutes, 
stir and let it stand for a couple 


more. Put the butter, sugar, salt — 


and eggs into a big mixing bowl. 
Beat (you can use an electric 
mixer) and then add the yeast 
and milk. Beat some more, and 
add the flour gradually. Cover 
the bow] with a cloth and put it 
somewhere where it’s warm and 
cozy until the beaten mixture 
has doubled itself in bulk and 
appears to be very light. This 
process usually takes.a couple of 
hours. Grease whatever pan 
you’ve settled on and spoon in 
the batter. Cover again, and let 
rise for another hour and a half. 
Bake for an hour at 350 degrees 
F. Remove from the pan imme- 
diately after baking and eat with 
generous portions of butter. 


Bozica’s nut roll 
These things require lots 
work, but they’re worth it. The 
recipe is not easy to follow and 
makes more than you might 
want, but the rolls freeze well. 


The only way to cut the recipe 
down would involve halving all 
the ingredients, including the 
yeast. It’s not worth it. 

Bozica is a Croatian first name 
(female) that means Christmas. 
It’s not what you would call a 
common name in this country, 
but the woman who gave us this 
recipe could care less. 


8 cups flour 

¥% cup sugar 

1 teaspoon salt 

2 cups shortening (margarine’s 
fine, but use butter) 

1 package yeast 

1 cup milk 

4 eggs, beaten 

1 teaspoon vanilla 


Mix together the flour, sugar and 
salt. Cut in shortening with a 
knife until the crumbs are the 
size of small peas. Dissolve the 
yeast in lukewarm milk, and add 
this to the beaten eggs. Dump 


this into the flour mixture and . 


stir. When this dough holds to- 
gether, knead it for a few min- 
utes, then put it into a greased 
bowl, cover and set in your re- 
frigerator overnight. 

Dawn breaks. Take it out and 
let it sit at room temperature for 
a couple of hours to take off the 
chill. Now would be a good time 
to make your filling (see below). 
Divide the dough into four equal 
pieces. Roll each out on a large 
floured board or counter. You 
want to make each into a rec- 


3600 feet up ... 80 miles down . 


.. the time of your life! 14 lifts 


and the greatest variety of trails and slopes in the East. 


“The” Ski Vacation ... 5% or 7 days... GLM and advanced ski 
lessons, parties, races, discos, dining ... 97 lodges .. . Apres 


Ski in full swing. 


Mount Snow ... accessible .. . exciting . . . skiing at its best... 
INCREDIBLE. That's the word for Mount Snow. 
Mount Snow, Vermont 05356 
Toll Free 800-451-4211 


tangle — more or less — about as 
thick as a good pie crust. Note 
the use of the word “want.” It 
takes both patience and strong 
arms to accomplish this, be- 


‘cause the dough springs back. 


Stay with it and do your best. 
Spread each rectangle (or 
whatever) with a quarter of your 
filling, roll the thing up like a 
jelly roll and tuck in the ends. 
Place rolls on a greased cookie 
sheet, seam side down, and 
brush with beaten egg. These 
rolls don’t spread much in 
baking, so you can cook more 


~than one on a sheet. Bake at 375 


degrees F for 45 minutes. Don’t 
let them sit around uncooked out 
of the oven after you’ve rolled 
them. 

Now for the filling, which con- 
tains a lot of walnuts and will 
cost a fortune. What can we 
say? 


6 cups finely chopped walnuts 


2 cups milk 
1 cup sugar’ 
1 cup honey 


1% teaspoons vanilla 


Mix all ingredients in a 
saucepan. Bring mixture to a 
boil, stirring constantly. Re- 
move from heat and let sit until 
cool. The filling will thicken 
slightly as it cooks. 

Finished rolls should be sliced 
and eaten plain, with butter or 
with cream cheese. 


Hot fudge sauce 

Nothing special for Christmas 
here, except that you can pour 
this stuff on just about anything 
— like cream puffs, pound cake 
or ice cream. This is the best 
recipe for hot fudge sauce you’ll 
ever encounter. It never fails and 
it keeps forever. You'll need a 
double boiler, but if you don’t 
have one, make do with a pan set 
inside another pan. 


stick margarine 

2 squares bitter cooking 
chocolate 

Y% teaspoon salt 

1 cup sugar 

1 cup evaporated milk (not 
condensed) 

1 teaspoon vanilla 


Melt the margarine and the 
chocolate in the top of a double 
boiler. Add half the sugar and 
salt, then half the milk — then 
the rest of the sugar and salt and 
then the rest of the milk. Cook 
over boiling water, stirring con- 
stantly, for six minutes. Re- 
move from heat and add vanil- 
la. You can keep the sauce warm 
and pourable by leaving it in the 
top of the double boiler dver 
warm. water. 


Christmas soup 

. So far we’ve only given you 
things to rot your teeth. The idea 
with this soup — a meal in it- 
self, as they say — is that you 
can prepare it far in advance of 
consumption — weeks, if you 


+ have a freezer — and haul it out 


on Christmas Eve or any other 
day when you’re too busy being 
festive to cook dinner. 


Brown in a frying pan: 

3 onions cut into small hunks 

¥Y pound hamburger 

Ye teaspoon garlic powder 
Put that in a big pot and add: 

2 big cans of cheap tomatoes 
(they fall apart in the soup, so 
why pay more for fancy ones) 

3 cups water 

3 beef bouillon cubes 

3 peeled and cut-up raw 

potatoes 

1 cup cut-up celery 

3 sliced raw carrots 

1 can drained green beans 

1 cup cheap red wine (non- 

carbonated) 

1 Tablespoon parsley flakes 

Ye teaspoon thyme 

teaspoon basil 

salt and pepper to taste 
Simmer for two hours or more. 
This is a good way to use up left- 
over vegetables. You can add al- 
most anything organic to this 
soup without harming the re- 


sults. 


} 
| 
1/3 cup sugar } 
% teaspoon salt 
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TYPEWRITERS 
all makes - SCM 220 
electric - manual 
repairs - cleanings - sales - 
rentals - reasonable rates - 
fast, efficient service 


Typewriter 


mpany 
1722 Massachusetts 
Avenue 
Cambridge, 
Massachusetts 
Telephone: 354-6258 
“1 mile north of Harvard Square” 


: BEYOND HARVARD SQUARE! 


A Buyer’s And Entertainment Guide To Massachusetts Ave. : 
* 


SPECIALISTS IN BACKPACKING GEAR 


CAMBRIDGE 
FORMAL WEAR 


FREE 3” plant with 


purchase over $10.00 

e Student Discount 10% 

¢ Holiday Special Mistletoe 
Ficus - 4” pot ‘ 


THE PLANT WORKS 
Grand Opening 


1671 MASS. AVE. 


AMERICAN FOOD 

—PIZZAS— 
11:30am-12:30pm 
Veal 


YAMAHA GUITARS 
50% off 
mfg. list 


Stocking Stuffers 
books, 


The Music ‘Emporia 


Fine Fretted Instruments 
Bought.dold and Traded 


2018 Massachusetts Avenue 
Cambridge, Massachusetts % 
02140 
Telephone — (617)661-2099 


PAGODA IMPORTS " 
ASIAN GIFTS & CRAFTS 


Woks & utensils planters & vases 
baskets 
wallha tea sets 
cookbooks 
Products 


wa a complete line of Joyes 
Maloland China 3 Japan, India, Hong Kong, Nepal 
1726 Mass. Ave., Cambridge 492-1464 


MARATHON SPORTS 


RUNNING SPECIALISTS 


‘ 
‘ 
‘ 
‘ 
‘ 
é 
t 
‘ 
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shoes shorts 
books stopwatches 
warm-ups race info. 
1654 Mass: Ave.Cambridge 354-4161 


At Pepperweed you'll find treasures in 
fashion. 

Treasures in clothing that you always 
look for. 

Simple designs in contemporary fashion 
for today’s woman. 


Open Monday thru Thursday 11-7, 
Friday and Saturday 10-6. 
1684 Mass. Ave.Cambridge 547-7561 


new appeals 


mitchell’s 
croppers 


hair fashions @ all beat ity 
1722A Mass. Ave Gan », 868. 


CAMBRIDGE 
868-6954 


Gourmet Cookware @ Wicker Furniture 
Imported Cheeses @ Bulk Grains 
Bulk Spices @¢ Bulk Teas and Much Much More 
© Specializing in Chinese Cookware & Food items 


The shish kabob ¢ Spd» is tender and spicy. 
The wine is flowing freely. 
MG “WW The Near Eastern music grows wilder as 
Al the belly dancer starts to swivel towards your table. 
You find yourself joining an impromptu dance line. 

A great Greek meal has turned into a great Greek /; 
celebration. It's all at the Averof, where you'll find authentic 
Greek and Near Eastern food served in a relaxed, friendly 

atmosphere. Feel free to linger as long as you 
like over a glass of Retsina or a selection 
from the Averof's wide variety of delicacies. And at prices 
that are easy on anyone's budaet. 


AVEROF ....., 


1972 Massachusetts Avenue New Year's Eve 
Porter Square in Cambridge 


Lunch Special Daily 
From 11:30-3:00 p.m. 


Open daily. 
354-4500 


tween 


1693 massachusetts ner cambridge, mass. 02138 
open lOam-7pm: saturday 


1651 Mass. Ave. 
Cambridge, Mass. 


Finest in 
Open 16 Hours Every Day 


porter square 


REFLECTIONS DISCO 


EXCITING AND DIFFERENT DISCO SOUNDS WITH A MULTI-LIGHT 
DANCE FLOOR SYSTEM TO MAKE YOU LOOK BETTER 
CALL ABOUT OUR NEW YEARS EVE PARTY 


AT SAME LOCATION 


‘4 
the North Slope | 
INCLUDING 
STOCK FROM | 
omer stores ! PEPPE ad 
TROUSERS $ 00 { w : 
FORMAL SHOES 5 
TUXEDOES: BLACK, COL | t 
|COLLEGE GRILL A | 
| 
P 25 
| 
i 
The 
Nice things to eat, 
| ; use, feel, pick up 
> : 
hair sit On, at, 
has no , give away 
« 
4 AMBRIDGE Call For 
Guys & Dames 1759 MASS AVE 
q x “women's clothing 
a lashiondole holiday gits . . 
a 
(Ul 


... to the Park Sq. Bldg. Arcade 
Wenniger Graphics of Rockport. ~ 
Boston's newest place for prints — 
giveable, collectable selection of 
colorful etchings. lithos, collagraphs. 


woodcuts, serigraphs. engravings. Winter 
2 etc. from $4 to $400. Open Mon. ion 
through Sat. and Wed. evenings. 


20% pre-Christmas discount 
on framing! 


See our new collection of 


PRINTMAKERS GALLERY Diane Von Fustenberg 
; Rockport; 19 Mt Pleasant St : 

: Boston; The Arcade. 207 Berkeley St 
Esplanade 34/100 Carl Rantz at the corner of St James Ave 426-5089 


537 Commonwealth Ave. 3 3 Center Plaza 
Kenmore Sq. , Government Center 
261-5140 Open Mon.-Fri. 9-5:30 « Sat. 9-3 742-8151 


336 WALNUT SST. 
NEWTONVILLE, MASS 
964-9332 
JEWELRY GIFTS. CRAFTS 
JEWELRY FINDINGS 
MACRAME CORDS & BEADS 


fa 
A ' At Albany Carpet we've turned our 
warehouse into a carpet show- 


WAREHOUSE te we 


roll instead of looking at dinky little 
PRICES 


SPECIAL THIS WEEK! 


7/32 in. liquid silver $11.25 oz. 
7/32 in. twisted silver $12.00 oz. 


| Boil the spices in the ‘water. 


ALBANY GIVES YOU LESS! 


NO FANCY DISPLAYS NO COLOR COBRDINATED DRAPES Ss 

NO HIGH PRESSURE SALESMEN NO POOR QUALITY CARPETING 

NO LONG WAITS FOR INSTALLATION. NO WORRY ABOUT COLOR DYE LOTS 

NO CONFUSING TINY SAMPLES NO CONFUSING SALES PITCHES ro e 
NO SPECIAL ORDER HIGH PRICES NO WORRY ABOUT FLY-BY-NIGHT OPERATORS 

NO DECORATOR CONSULTANTS ; NO SLAP-DASH INSTALLATIONS 


RUGG ROAD PLUSH SPECIALS 


For only 5.95 sq. yd. A low profile, dense nylon velvet plush 

For only 7.95 sq. yd. A dense, plushy civilized nylon shag-plush 

For only 9.95 sq. yd. A silky, soft shimmering nylon saxony 

For only 10.95 sq. yd. An extremely heavy and dense ultimate plush 

For only 14.95 sq. yd. A rich $30 wool velvet plush ... slight irreg. - ; 


$29.95 | FANCY REMNANTS 
9x12’S............949.95 up | KING SIZEDRUGS 


RUGG ROAD, ALLSTON (off Cambridge St. near Union Sq.) 
Open Mon. thru Sat. 9 A.M. to 5 P.M. 
782-4200 @ AMPLE FREE PARKING 


Clogs For 
Clog Shops 


ESKi’vs 
Clog Shop 


For Men, Women 
& Children 
All sizes all colors 


Children 


475 Commonwealth Ave.,Boston 


Boston’s Largest selection of Winter clogs. ¢ 50 styles and colors to choose from. 
Mt. Washington Valley, Rt. 16 © 356-3475 © 2 mile north of North Conway, N.H. 


imported sweaters Christmas Gift Certificates. 


Continued from page34_ 
they are baking, mix one tea- —_— 
spoon each of cinnamon,’ mace 

and nutmeg together with one 

cup of water in ‘a saucepan. 

Bring this mixture to a boil. Add 

One quart of apple wine, one 
bottle of cream sherry (4/5 
quart) and one cup of sugar and ~ J 
stir over low heat until the sugar 

is dissolved. In a four-quart pot 

or heatproof bowl, beat six egg 
yolks until they are thick. Slowly 

beat in one cup of brandy. Fold 

in six stiffly beaten egg whites. 

Then take the first warm wine 
mixture and beat it into the 
second mixture slowly. Add the 
apples. This recipe serves 10 to 

12. 


Quick wassail _ 

1 teaspoon ginger 
teaspoon nutmeg 
1 Teaspoon allspice 
1 teaspoon cinnam: 
teaspoon groun 
Ye cup water 

2 quarts red wine 
2 cups sugar. 

2 egg whites 


toe 


Simmer the wine in another pot. 
Add the spices to the simmering 
wine, then the sugar, and stir 
over heat until all additions are 
dissolved: Beat the egg whites, 
toss all the ingredients together 
and drink up: 


Egg nog 

_ It’s been said that the name 
egg nog derives from the word 
noggin, a small drinking cup 
with an upright handle. And 
some believe that it sprang from 
slurring egg and grog. With egg. 
nog, in true American spirit, 
celebrating its Bicentennial, 
there are naturally dozens of egg 
nog recipes kicking around, with 
all sorts of catchy names — like 
Ambassador’s Morning Lift and 
Nashville Eggnog. This colonial 
holiday drink usually calls for 
two different kinds of liquor. Un- 
derstandably this one calls for 
three. . 


Hippo egg nog =; 
1 quart medium cream (do not 
use heavy or light) ... 
2 eggs 
rum 
brandy 
whiskey 
nutmeg 
cinnamon 


Pour the medium cream into a 
large bowl: Toss-in the eggs 
(without the shells, please) and a 
couple of shakes of vanilla, Add 
a total of 16 ounces of liquor, 
using any-combination of rum, 
brandy and whiskey. Mix all of 
this together and sprinkle with 
nutmeg and cinnamon. This 
recipe will do’ in quite a’ few 
people. 
Spiced apple eggnog 

2 beaten eggs 

3 cups milk ; 

2 cups light. cream 

1/3 cup sugar 

¥% teaspoon ground cinnamon 
Dash salt 

% cup apple brandy 


Dash nutmeg 


In saucepan, combine eggs, 
milk, cream, sugar cinnamon 
and salt. Cook over medium 
heat, stirring contantly until 
slightly. thickened and heated 
through. Remove from heat and 
stir in brandy. Top each serv- 
ing with nutmeg. This recipe 
serves 6. 


Hot toddies 

Hot toddies are the drinks that 
people in the movies ask for 
when they are cold or sick. Re- 
gardless of your temperature, 
you can always have a toddy 
when the mood hits you. Just 
make sure that you use butter 
when called for and not 
margarine as a substitute. 
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Margarine has a tendency to 


float first then dissolve into a 


weird looking film. : 


_ Hot buttered whiskey grog 


1 cup rye whiskey 

cup Ceintreau 

8 two-inch strips orange peel 
_% cup brown sugar 

cup sweet butter 

4 cinnamon sticks 

Ground cloves 

8 cups cider, heated to boiling 


Using heatproof mugs, place 
two tablespoons whiskey, one 
teaspoon Cointreau, one orange 
- peel strip, two teaspoons sugar, 

_two teaspoons butter, half a 
cinnamon stick and a dash of 
cloves into each mug. Fill with 
hot cider. Stir well and serve hot. 
Serves eight. 


Wine punches 
There are cold wine punches 
and hot ones. 


1 46-ounce can apple juice, 
chilled 
' gallon dry white wine, 
chilled 

2 12-ounce cans apricot nectar, 
chilled 

cup lemon juice 

1 29-ounce jar spiced whole 
peaches 

12 whole cloves 

12 cinnamon sticks 


Drain the peaches and save the 
syrup. Chill the syrup separ- 
ately. Stud peaches with cloves 
and place the peaches, cinna- 
mon sticks and left-over cloves in 
the bottom of a five-and-a-half 
cup ring mold. Fill with three 
cups of the apple juice and 
freeze. In punch bowl, combine 
chilled peach syrup, the re- 
maining apple juice, dry white 
wine, apricot nectar and lemon 
juice. Float the unmolded peach 
ring on top. Serves 14. 


Scandinavian gloegg 
1 bottle (4/5 quart) claret wine 
1 bottle (4/5 quart) port wine 
3 cinnamon sticks 
1 orange studded with 15 
whole cloves 
12 cardamon seeds  ~ 
Superfine sugar 
Blanched whole almonds and 
raisins 


In a saucepan combine wines, 
cinnamon sticks, orange and car- 
damon. Simmer for five minutes. 
Stir in sugar to taste. Drag out 
eight to 10 heatproof mugs. Drop 
a few almonds and raisins into 
each mug. Strain hot wine 
mixture into mugs. 


Red devil warm-up 

Combine one quart water, 2/3 
cups sugar, one cinnamon stick, 
one thinly sliced lemon, one 
tablespoon whole cloves, one 


THE BOSTON PHOENIX, THE SEASON, DECEMBER 12, 1976 / PAGE THIRTY-NINE 


tablespoon whole cardamon and 
one cup of raisins in a large pot. 
Stirring to dissolve the sugar, 
simmer for 10 minutes after 
bringing mixture to a quick boil. 
Cool to room temperature. Mix 
in ‘2 quart of burgundy and a 
fifth of brandy. Heat until 
mixture simmers. Serves 12. . 


Revolutionary spirits 
If all these holiday drinks 


aren’t quite up your alley and . 


you’re looking for more 
excitement, you might want to 
give these a try. 


George Washington 

One of George Washirigton’s 
favorite drinks was mentioned in 
a 1752 letter to a friend. It is a 
cold, bizarre, tropical drink that 
may make you feel better about 
the vacation that you can’t 
afford this winter. Put on your 
ski jacket and a straw hat when 
you drink this one. 


% cup canned guava nectar 
1% ounces light rum 

¥2 teaspoon limejuice 

slice of lime 


‘Pour guava nectar, rum and lime 


juice into a glass filled with ice. 
Add sugar to taste and throw in a 
lime. This only makes one drink. 


Very cranberry 

1 12-ounce can frozen orange 
juice 

2 juice cans water 

¥% cup orange liqueur 

8 cups chilled cranberry juice 

1 fifth vodka 

1 32-ounce bottle lemon-lime 
soda, chilled 


Combine orange juice, water 
and orange liqueur. Pour into ice 
trays and freeze. When serving, 
combine cranberry juice and 
vodka in a large punch bowl. 
Pour chilled lemon-lime soda 
down side of bowl and stir. Float 
ice cubes on top. Serves 16. O 


DIVISION OF CONTINUING EDUCATION 


Bachelor of Art 
*DEGREES OFFERED of Science 


Bachelor of Fine Arts 


LIBERAL ARTS DEGREE COMPLETION PROGRAM. 
FOR REGISTERED AND LICENSED PRACTICAL NURSES 
DEPARTMENTAL MAJORS, pls 
SPECIAL PROGRAMS 


Early Childhood and Family Intervention 


Rehabilitation Counseling 
Music in Rehabilitation 


APPLICATION FOR REGISTRATION NOW IN PROCESS CLASSES BEGIN, JAKUARY 20, 1977 
For more information call; OFFICE OF CONTINUING EDUCATION 


(617) 277-9340, exts. 277, 278 


Transfer credits recognized; part- 
time -or fulltime; day or. evening; 
fall, spring, summer sessions; tradi- 
tional and non-traditional students; 
recognition of life and work experi- 
ence; men and women, 21 years 
and over. 


STERN UNIFORM CO. INC. 


100 V.F.W. Pkwy Revere, MA. Tel. (617) 284-8700 
(Between Bell Circle and Wonderland) 


Route #1, Peabody, Ma. 
Route #9, Framingham, Ma. 
5 Corners, Braintree, Ma. 


10% Off With This Ad. 


Tel. (617) 535-5600 
Tel. (617) 879-4424 
Tel. (617) 843-8080 


To Hur 
ply Of 
Gone. 


$49. 


GRIZZLY FURS 

AT BOWL & BOARD 
1063 Mass. Ave. 
Cambridge, 661-0350 


140 North St. 
Hingham, 749-5451 


Hours: 
Open Every Day 
Till Christmas 


GREAT COATS 


This Year Defend Yourself From Winter’s Ad- 
vancing Cold Front With A British Civil Disas- 
ter Great coat from The Mother Country. 


These Surplus Uniform Coats Are Super Warm, 
100% Melton Wool and Thick Enough To Warm 
You On THE COLDEST BOSTON DAY, Even 
When You’re Standing Still. Only Bowl & Board 
Has The Complete Range Of Sizes, You'll Have 
Because The Once-Great World Sup- 
rand New CD Greatcoats Is Almost 


Civil Disaster Greatcoats Are All Dark Blue, 
Wool Lined, Flared, Belted And Nipped At The 
Waist With “CD” Buttons. All Are New, And 
They’ll Leave You Warm and Solvent For Only 
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JOE’S FOREIGN CAR 


COMMONWEALTH AVE (REAR) 
(617) 566-8752 


Datson ¢ Toyota BMW 
914 


A Cabot St. 
922-4231 
9 Sat. till 


.32 oz. extra heavy vinyl 


all seams double stitched 
many colors available 


Super Queen Size | 


$9499 


Super King Size 


$3999 


SALLET 


FURNITURE COMPANY 
44-58 HARVARD AVENUE 
ALLSTON, MASS. 782-1891 


THE S IN SALLET MEANS $$ TO YOU 


WARM AND 
NNHITE STRG FASHIONABLE 


‘st. MORITZ SPORTS 
475 WASHINGTON ST. 


WELLESLEY, MASS. 
Open Evenings 


BANK AMERICARD 


=. 


DIARY 


Continued from page 6 
tion is running four days behind 
schedule and the elves have been 
in some kind of meeting all day. I 
told him to get them out of the 
meeting and on the line, and I'd 
be over to put in a shift myself. 

Dog tired. Mary has moved 
out and is living with Tillie, I’m 
informed by a note. I’d go over 
now and ask her to come home, 
but I’m not too sharp after the 
last couple of days, and I'd prob- 
ably stick my foot in it. 

I’ve seen decades come and go, 
but none like this one. 


December 23, 1976 

At their meeting, it turns out, 
the elves decided that this en- 
vironment was damaging to their 
lifestyle, and voted to consider 
setting up an Alternative Work- 
shop at the South Pole. They fig- 
ure that an annual production 


quota throttles their creativity — 


and they want to go on a flexible. 
schedule, with Christmas being 
celebrated whenever the toys are 
finished, maybe every year and 
five months. Or maybe tomor- 
row evening, how about? The 
women want to set up a Wom- 
en’s Workshop. 

Too bad the kids don’t have a 
workshop. 

_Lunchtime brought indiges- 
tion in the ta of the Com- 
mission on Human Rights and 
the American Civil Liberties Un- 
ion. They got right to the point. : 
They were bringing a class- 
action discrimination suit 
against me. I told them I’d al- 
ready talked to the Department 
of Labor. 

“Labor?” said Human Rights, 
“Another discrim suit? You’re a 
real red, white, and blue bigot, 
aren’t you, pal?” 

“What’s this all about?” I 
sighed. 

“You discriminate against 
children.” 


“What children did I ever 


criminate against?” 

“Bad ones.’ 

This cretin maintained that 
my outdated notions ran con- 
trary to all of developmental 
psychology, and that it had dam- 
aged generations of youngsters. 
“It’s medieval!” he raved. 

“Medieval? Of course it’s. 
medieval! I’m medieval! What 
the hell do you know about 
medieval? You weren’t there! 
Look, in the first place, I always 
consider a child’s environment. 
. he’s got a rough home life, 
“And that’s what I’m here 
about” chirped the ACLU man. 
“Invasion of privacy. You gath- 
er data on private citizens with- 


out their consent. You see them © 
when they’re sleeping, you know . 


when they’re awake, you know if 
they’ve been bad or good. . 


for God’s sake!” 
shouted, “Can’t a guy practice .. 


philanthropy any more?” 

“Your kind of primitive, des- 
tructive philanthropy the world 
doesn’t need, Claus,” snarled 
Human Rights. 

They left then, and I mused 
that meeting their demands 
would be easy. The way things 
were going, I’d have no presents 
for the good kids, no coal for the 
bad kids, and without the 
computer, I couldn’t tell them 
apart anyhow. I didn’t see how 


things could get much worse. . 
4 But then the oil got closer, the 


elves downed tools and started 
packing, and the Consumer Pro- 
tection man came. He warned 
me that I'd be liable to a whop- 
ping fine or imprisonment if I 
distributed any more unsafe toys 


this year. 


“Unsafe? I’ve been making 
fine toys for the better part of a 
millenium! The wooden toys 
have no nails, and they’re hard- 
wood so no kid can chew off so 
much as a morsel. The cloth dol- 
lies are all fireproofed — they 
can’t catch fire at anything less 
than blast furnace tem- 
peratures! 


"What else can Happen?:. 


_dren, and Safita’s 6n your side, 


“Hm,” he smiled, “this is all 
very true. But suppose, Mr. 


Claus, that a child got hold of a 


very sharp and deadly axe. The 
child could chop up your wooden 
toys into splintets small enough 
to put into the mouth, And your 
dollies may well not burst into 
flame, but any child with ablow- 
torch could set them to 
smouldering and releasing harm- 
ful hydrocarbons into the air.” _ 

I faked a seizure and got him 
out, and led in the people from 
the Department of the Interior, 
who warned me that reindeer 
had been declared an en- 
dangered species, that I must set 
aside a natural preserve for 
them, and discontinue their. use 
as beasts of burden. 

“But that would break their 
hearts,” I pleaded, “they love 
yc work. They’re magical rein- 

eer.” 


In that case, came the reply, - 


they’re even more endangered, 

because they must .be the only: 

ones in the world. 
~The computer man isn’t here.. i 


Christmas Eve, 1976 

Everything left me today. 
She’s going to Pittsburgh to start 
a women’s collective. The man 
from the pipeline came and hired 
away every last one of my elves 
at $2000 a week to do inside 
welds on three-foot diameter 
pipe. So much for creativity and 
alternative workshops. 

And they took my reindeer. I’d 
send the gifts by UPS except 
that: 

1) UPS is on strike. 

2) There’s no money left in the 
foundation to pay for it. 

3) I don’t have enough gifts 
made for the good ¢ n, and 
no coal for the bad children. 

4) Even if I could tell them 
apart, I’m not allowed to. 

5) I can’t put goodies in the 
stockings, but it doesn’t matter 
because Mrs. Claus didn’t make 


any. 
6) The gifts I have I can’t give 
awa 


iia, “thete’s a big "black 


slick creeping down the glacier, 


and the trolls and ogres are — 
picketing outside the gate. It - 


looks as though what the Grinch . 
couldn’t do, the ’70s have. But 
dammit, I'm not down yet. 


1976 

OK., kids, it’s.ail’ set. Old 
Santa would never let you down. 

You'll get toys, good kids and 
bad kids alike, by. God. How- 


ever bad you've been, you're not 


toys, Little toy. flutes, 
little. tin drums, china dolls, 
hoops, and jumping jacks. 

goodies. I put the trolls ogres 
to. work making odokies. Prom- 
ised ‘em all the elves they could 
eat if any of the sniveling little 
piss-ants ever showed their faces 
here. A little later on, I’m taking 
a gang of trolls over to the wild- . 
life preserve and we'll jump the 


will be laying for us, but I’ve got 
six of the biggest, meanest ogres 
you ever saw riding shotgun, and 
any Fed that gets in my way is on 
a greased chute to hell! 

The boys I leave behind will 
ignite that slick and torch the 
place, and then we'll all go 
underground, I won’t say where. 
It’s a whole new ball game, chil- 


no matter what those mind- 

warped, hypocritical, chuckle- 

headed yahoos ‘that run things 

say. We'll have us a, Merry - 
Christmas or die 

Ho! Ho! Ho! 


Addendum, Christmas. Eve, 
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DiMarzio SPECIALS 


From The Repair Dept. of . 
The FAMOUS Scott Harris! 


| 40 % Off list on ALL DiMarzio pickups 
Mr. uSIC, 
Plus FREE Installation Alston, Mans 


783-1609 * Open 10-7 Daily « Fri. til 9 


(We do not have a min. charge) 


prime beef, lobster , fresh seafood 
— ee and poultry plus ample easy parking. 


— BEACON STREET 
BROOKLINE, MASS. 


‘Sunday 1-11PM EXCELLENT FACILITIES 


CLOSED MONDAYS —_ FOR PRIVATE PARTIES 
RESERVATIONS ACCEPTED | | 
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Real Chinese food, 
7 cocktails and take-outs 


CHINA PEARL 


9 Tyler St. BostonChinatown 


426-4338 


PUBLIC 
VICTUALS 


Serving The Finest Chinese Food in 
5 Metropolitan Boston 
MANDARIN SZECHUEN C 
1705 Beacon St. Brookline 
TEL: 277-1011 


>> ALORA 
Rite.53, S.Hingham, Exit29 S.E Expressway 


WOK 


& 
CHINESE FOOD EXPRESS 
845 Boylston Street (opp. the 
Quick, inexpensive and expertly onade 


CARIBBEAN KITCHEN 
The finest In Caribbean 
Open Sundays 1pm-8pm 
556 Mass. Cambridge 


“Unparalled dining 

in an intimate atmosphere” 

Eat Drink & Be syd 
L100 Province St. 


Indian Restaurant 
- 419 Mass. Ave., Cambridge 


Now Open Sunday 
The Dolphin Seatood 


best for the least’’ 


‘and a meal. 
Live Boiled Lobster Broiled Scrod $2.65 
Tlb. $5.40 Sword Fish $4.25 
11/4 $5.95 Seafood Plater $3.35 
11/2 $6.25 Broiled Shrimp $4.0 


FREE Cup of Chowder with this ad 


Open Mon.-Sat. 11am-10pm. 


~~ 1105 Mass. Ave., Cambridge 354-9332 


Golden Gate 


Harvard Square's most exciting shopping complex has a delicious new addition. 
Jack Wong's Goiden Gate Bridge Restaurant. Formerly the Dim Sum House, the 


has 
The Garage a 


- Golden Gate Bridge is open Sun. -Thurs., 11:30 -10, Fri. & Sat. 11:30-11:30 and 


specializes in superb 


superb Cantonese-style rice and noodie plates. So stop by 
The Garage at 35 Dunster St. and swing by the Golden Gate Bridge. 


The Golden Gate Bridge 
Square 661-3104 
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RIAL 


HER MITAGE 
Sunday 


955 Boylston St. 
Boston 


267-3652 


Rainbow Ribs 
Barbeque Ribs & Chicken 
Chopped Barbeque 
Fried Seafood 
Oysters & Clam Casino 
Homemade Sweet Potato Pie 
Rainbow Ribs 
97 Mass. Ave. 
11am-2:30am Mon.-Sat. 
3pm-12am Sun. 
Take Out 


Since 1915 a Greek tradition in Boston 
Lunch Dinner Cocktails 
¢After Theatre 


Dining 
| $1 Stuart St. (2nd floor) i 
Boston, Mass. 426-6236 


GOOD CHINESE FOOD 
OPEN 24 HOURS 


Coy 


Chinatown 


Come into the Garden. 
Come in to Szechuan Garden for a feast 
filled with heavenly delights. Like super 
luncheon specials. Superb dining from a. 
_ matchless menu. Take-outs to tickle any 
taste buds. Ever oriental entertainment 
at our upstairs club. We're open every 
day from .11A.M.-2:30 A.M. So come into _ 
the Garden. It’ll grow on you. 


Szechuan Garden 


21 Harrison Ave.,Chinatown 


Chopped Sirloin 
Special $1.65 


Includes c sirloin, 
baked ike and 
texas toast) 


_ Big Steak Dinner 


(located in Cardeil’s) 
39:Brattie St. 
Harvard Square 
Open 11-9, closed on Sunday. 


Corner, Mess. Ave. 


Joe Bucci in the lounge 
Open 11am to 10pm Call 364-7131 


ABE & MARCIA’S DELI 
Deli Delights 
a Breakfast Special 99¢ 
2 - Juice - Pot. - Toast - Coffee 
UNCHEON SPECIALS - PARTY 
PLATTERS 


RESTAURANT-LOUNGE 
Complete Dinner for 2 $9.95 


Moody’ St, Waltham 


Davenport Street. 


Come feast. On joyous 
platters of Polynesian 


delicacies. Roam through 


the mysteries of Bo-Bo 
Canton Sweet and Sour. 
Adventure through 
Mahi-Mahi Pineapple 
Spears and Pago Pago 
fruits. But beware. . 
Once won't be enough. 
There are so 
many good things 
here, one step beyond 
the lobby of the 
Sheraton-Boston. 


Open daily for Lunch and 
Dinner and our fabulous 
Polynesian Sunday 
Brunch. 


KON TIKI 
PORTS 


TON HOTELS & INNS. 


SHERA WORLOWIOE 
@ PRUDENTIAL CENTER. BOSTON. MASSACHUSETTS. 617/236-2000 


the perfect Gift... 
a Christmas Gift 


DANVERS 
777-0078 


Fine Moroccan bre. 
Liquor Served 


Sunday Brunch 


96 Winthrop Street 


Ail Maj Major Cred Corde Honored 


AFTER THEATRE ?? 
LOX, STOCK 
BAGEL 


the Uncommon Deli, 


nitely tit midnight 
thurs., fri., sat. till 4 a.m. 


Dial t-a-k-e-o-u-t 
(825-3688) 


150a Tremont Street, Boston, Mass. 02111 


99¢ to $1.95 


Complete menu served dai- 
ly 11:30am to 2:30pm ex- 


cept Sat., Sun., & Holidays 


LUNCHEON SPECIALS SUPERB DINNERS 


from one of the largest 
menu’s in town. Lasagne, 
Ravioli - Manicotti - Ziti 

Serving complete meals 


7 days from 11:30am to 
11:45pm, Fri. & Sat. to 


from $1.85 
Take-Out. Service 


65 Holland St.-between Davis Sq. & ‘Teele Sq. 
Somerville 623-0350 Free off Street Parking 


Dock Sq., Boston 


We've got 

the mood 
and. 

the music. 


at the 
METSOVON LOUNGE 


A cozy Grecian atmosphere 
to relax and be entertained 
by Bud Jenne. 


*16 North St. 


| Matsu-ya ys For the tastiest of take-outs, 
1790 Mass. Ave. 
sun-tnus. 210 || | | 
(3 stores up from Fri. & Sat. 5-11 | 
© New! of Boston 
Friar Tuck's Pub 
Dinner Sun. —:Thurs. 5:30-9pm 
Fri. & Sat. 5:30-10pm 
a : Air Conditioned Parking in rear 
baer 417¢ Open for Lunch 11:30-2:00 
ATHENS y Pl ‘ 
KS 1 bow R 2 Free Parking-Eliott St. Garage 5pm-2am 
gif 
247-7000 
Open Gam-8pm, Sat, Gam-3pm, Sun., Bam-1p 
Starnes 
16 02, Steak dinner, just 5.95 
Lobster on weekends, just $6.95 - 
_ Harvard Sq., Cambridge | 
| | | 
3 
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bubble and steam. It appeared 


COMM AN DO for a time that nothing else was 


Continued from page 11 

his mouth and fire off an entire 
roll of caps. Geez, those were the 
days! 

And then there were chemi- 
stry sets. As we got older, we 
learned that the real killing was 
done in the labs. Battlefields 
were a mere formality. Any red- 
blooded American boy worth his 
copper sulfate quickly learned to 
create substances that could ex- 
plode, incinerate, poison, sick- 
en, stain and stink. Deciding to 
make a “volcano,” I put a 250 
ml. Erlenmeyer flask on a tri- 
pod and poured in a little of any- 
thing that looked promising. 
Sulfur, saltpeter, logwood, sodi- 
um silicate, and denatured alco- 
hol were among the chemicals 
that I thought had possibilities. 


_-A little’ powdered charcoal was 


added for frosting, and for a gar- 
nish, a roll of caps. After stirring 
this mixture, I placed the flame 
of my alcohol lamp beneath it. I 
lowered my plastic goggles and 
watched from the other side of 
the cellar. Soon it began to 


es to happen, but suddenly it 
Saal to behave like a volcano 
should. It made intimidating 
sounds. It growled and boomed. 
It smoked and flamed. It hurled 
burning fragments through the 
air. Molten material poured 
down its sides. That time, I was 
lucky. Kids have an extraordi- 
nary death instinct. 
Microscopes and Junior 
-Biology Labs caused another 
kind of trouble. Little brothers’ 
fingers were pricked for blood, 
wings and legs torn from living 
flies, flatworms were beheaded, 
and hideous fungi were lovingly 
cultivated in the name of sci- 
ence. Bottles of guts preserved in 
formaldehyde were left conspi- 
cuously in the kitchen. Oh, the 
stories I could tell you! There 
were black widows in our cellar. I 
put one in a jar and kept in in the 
milkbox to keep our milkman 
amused. 
The Christmas tree was a de- 
lightful gift to us from Ger- 
many, but only in America did it 
reach its full potential. Laden 
with. the commercial decora- 


tions of the ’50s, it was one of the 
most effective anti-personnel 
weapons ever devised by man. 
-‘‘Angel hair” must have been a 
secret weapon of the North Ko- 
reans. It seemed to possess the 
ability to home in on little girls’ 
bare feet, causing tearful agony 
on Christmas and occasional 
whimpers clear to New Year’s 
Day. Putting that stuff on and 
about the tree was like covering 
the living room floor with glass 
jellyfish designed to sting on con- 
tact. Nothing short of a 
M.A.S.H. unit with a good stock 
of morphine could spare the vic- 
tim of the hair of the dreaded an- 
gel, and since most American 
households of that period were 
conspicuously short of mor- 
phine, the youngster was usual- 


ly sent upstairs to soak and sob 


without disturbing the rest. 
Adorning the tree were glass 
balls with quick-release hooks 
and pre-loosened collars that 
were designed to hurl a thou- 
sand razor-edged fragments 
across the room, when, at the 
tremble of a branch, they fell to 
the floor. There were strings of 
hot electric bulbs designed so 
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that they didn’t quite fit togeth- 
er. Tinsel that looked good 
enough to eat filled the gaps. 
The tree itself, carefully aged 
and dried, was a kind of incen- 
diary timebomb. 

At the base of the tree a big 
Lionel steamer ripped around 
Plasticville. No part of Plastic- 
ville was on the wrong side of the 
tracks, and no member of that 
community dared cross over 
them. Perhaps this was out of re- 
spect for the third rail, or maybe 
it was the three foot drop to the 
floor that marked the end of 
their world. Every year my step- 
father would carefully unpack 
the little plastic telephone poles 
and parking meters, the tiny 
milk cans asnd plastic cows, the 
plastic church and the plastic 
school, the plastic split-level 
homes and the plastic jail. The 
jail held an occasional plastic 
drunk. There were no plastic 
junkies, rapists, or snipers. No 
plastic narc squad or S.W.A.T. 
team. Train-schoolbus colli- 
sions were the only excitement in 
town. That powerful Lionel en- 
gine could knock a schoolbus 
clear to the bathroom. 


Christmas was always a time 
to delight in food and drink. "Tis 
the season of grotesque nut- 
crackers and treacherous sweets. 
Buttery cookies in the seductive 
shapes of angels and bells, stars 
and trees, bristle with sugar and 
beckon from sheets of waxed 
paper. Hershey kisses in colored 
foil. Bowls of tender nutmeats, 
and glasses filled with soft, fra- 
grant sherries. Golden scotches 
and noble bourbons. Hot choco- 
late and candy canes and herb 
tea. And the essential wassail, 
drink of the horned Norsemen. If 
you try my recipe, you'll grow 
horns, too. 

First, make a syrup by boiling 
for 10 minutes a quart of water to 
which you have added a pound of 
sugar. Then add to this syrup 
four cinnamon sticks, four all- 
spice berries, two heaping table- 
spoons of McCormick ground 
ginger and 12 whole cloves. 
Cover ‘this mixture and let it 
stand in a warm piace for one 
hour. Strain. Now pour in two 
cups of lemon juice, three cups of 
orange juice, and two quarts of 
pasteurized (clear) cider. Bring 

Continued on page 44 


Beer. Wine 
& Liquor 


$6 Boylston St 
Cambridge $47-9256 


Women’s Community Health 


ABORTION HELP 
Pregna 


137 Hampshire 4 Camb. 
302 


For Women - By Women 


wer 


RFF 


Route | at the bridge. 

Firesicle dining Thurs., Fri., & Sat. from’5 p.m. 

live entertainmentin the upstairs pub 
Friday & Saturday nights. 


Riverview Restaurant 
The largest selection of fresh, very good tasting 


* seafood north of Boston 
349 Bridge Road, Route 1, Salisbury 462-7822 


Hearty Sandwiches Served Daily 
4 p.m. 'til midnight 
Live Irish Entertainment Nightly 


14 Middle Street Reservations: 465-8008 


TEN CENTER STREET 
A Great Dining Address 
One block from 
Market Square, off Water Street., 
Reservations: 462-6652 
in our = in 1846 


An entertainment chub. 
‘ort Plaza, Newburyport 


Live entertainment nightly 
Mechan’s the Black Sheep 
57 Storey Avenue i 
’ IN NEWBURYPORT 


# 
fer 


LABADINI’S 
RESTAURANT 


165 State Street, en 465-9842 
Open Sun, 4:00-10:00 
Mon. — Sat. 11:30 °10:00 p.m. 


PAIS Specializing in steaks, chops, 
seafood, & Italian dishes. 


| 
Ome 
Now buy poor Mass 


Elegant, relied 
dining in dn historic, 
1817 brick building 


Prime ribs .. . 
also Quality Steaks and 
Seatoods with Salad Bar. 


luncheon ser 


EVERYBODY 
MEETS AT THE 


GROG 


food — drinks 
entertainment 


4 Middle Street, oft Market Square 465-8008 


Newburyport. Massachusetts 


Produced by the Newburyport C of C 
with funding from Essex County 


Wine Cheese 


407 WASHINGTON SOMERVILLE 
623¢e8656 


Cheese Cask Gift 
iso Available At: 
The Cheese Cask in 
- Huntington Market, 303 
Huntington Ave., Boston’ 
536.01 6: 


Our #1 Package 
Faively Bourgogne Passe Tout 
Grains “Traditionally fine carafe 
wine of Burgundy, excellent 
with cheese, meat or poultry.” & 
OR Latour Macon Lugny “Soft, # 
fragrant white Burgundy with 
tine depth of flavor.” With Carr's ff 
Wheatmeal Biscuit, Swisscon- 


sin Edam j 
$7.50] 


Champagne 
Package 
“The Classic 
Holiday Gift.” 
Malmaison Vint. 
With Carr's 
Wheatmeal Biscuit 
Swissconsin Edam 


$15.00 


‘The Cheese Cask in New 
Boston Wine and Spirits 
Center, 474 Columbus 
Boston: *'536-5545 

For Commercial orders.call Frank 


| 

CAMBRIDGE 
EYE 

ASSOCIATES 


1174 Mass. Ave. 
Harvard Square 
547-6080 
Dr. N. Wasserman 
Dr. E. Weinstock 
Optemetrists 


Hrs. 11-6 M-F 
. Sat. 10-2 


Complete Visual Care 
Eye Exams 
Contacts — Soft Lenses For All 
Corrections 
Eyeglasses 


Lowest .fees on. contacts and 
eyeglasses in Bdston area. 


Medicaid Accepted 


537 Comm. Ave., Kenmore Sq. 


Free Parking On Premises 


pti 


261-5140 Open Mon.-Fri. 9-5:30 Sat. 9-3 
(Free Parking at Kenmore Auto Park) 


3 Center Plaza, Government Center 
742-8151 Open Mon.-Fri. 8:30-5:30 


and Ski***** 


for all your optical needs 
Sungiasses and ski goggles 


Register Now for December 20 drawing at 
either location 


Free ski tickets 
for two at Su- 


SAVE $7.00 At 
OPTICUS 


With This Coupon 
Valid only for purchase of complete pair of eyeglasses 


is 


{ 
4 
| 
Swiss Cask 
Alps 
Sandwiches, 
| HOLIDAY GIFT PACKAGES | 
—€ | | 
Newb f fe | 
| ewburyport... for your fe = 
3 
x 
Tournament Wharf 
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c OMMANDO will be rewarded. Wendy 


Skinner and Margaret McDon- 
Continued from page 43 


ough, two friends of poets, mad- 
quickly to a boil and serve. Don’t 


at least a pint of brandy (or 
sherry) 

1 pound butter 

3 cups brown sugar 

12 eggs 


Ye eup-diced eandied - 
pineapple ~ 
eup diced lemon-peel 
Ye eup ‘diced orange peel 
4 cup finely diced candied 


men and postmen, are two ladies 
who take the trouble. Here is the 


burn yourself. Adding alcohol to _ recipe they use: ginger 5 cups white flour 
this divine brew would be sacri- ‘ 3 or 4 cups assorted chopped 3 teaspoons baking powder 
lege, and quite unnecessary. Parts list nuts \ 1 teaspoon salt 

This drink has remarkable pro- 2 cups currants 1 teaspoon nutmeg 


Assembly procedure 

Put fruits and nuts in a large, 
shallow container. Combine 
spices, lemon juice and brandy, 
heat to boiling and pour over 
fruit mixture. Stir, cover, and let 


2 cups dark raisins 

2 cups golden raisins 

2 cups cut-up dates 

2 cups cut-up dried apricots 
1 cup cut-up figs 

1 cup halved candied cherries 


3 teaspoons cinnamon 
1% teaspoons clove 

2 teaspoons mace 

2 teaspoons allspice 

1 teaspoon ginger 

the juice of 2 or 3 lemons 


qerties, as you'll see. 

Poets, madmen, and postmen 
share the delight of an old- 
fashioned brandied fruitcake. 
The genuine article requires con- 
siderable effort, but the faithful 


e- A NEW PRO SHOP ® 


STAFFED BY PROFESSIONALS 
Christmas Specials 


Titleist © Top Flight ¢ Blue Max — 
Reg. $16. - doz. Now 


For Men 
Women & 4 
40% Children 
100’s of sets of clubs in stock 
Danish Winter Clogs 
leather & suede, chamois, brown, rust, teal& black 
e 475 Ave., BOSTON 


782-1919 


THE SWEET 


1666 Soldiers Field Rd., Brighton, Mass. 


LESLEY. COLLEGE | Graduate School of Education 


JANUARY PROGRAM COURSES 
January 10 — February 4 — Register Now! 


How would you like to earn 1-3 graduate credits for 
one-month courses-in everything from MONSTER 
IMAGERY ” ART. THERAPY to CHILD REARING IN 
OTHER CULTURES? 


Course titles. include: 

ff 

W to. Daicrar’ Eurythnios 
The Feminist Art Experience. | 
/*/ Current, nti-Education Trends and their Effect on the Diverse Role 
/ of the Teadhet (GAGS) 
Developing” Non-Sexist Curricula Materials 
e Group and Individual Persuasion’ Therapy 
Hypnosis, Brain Washing, Therapy as Coercion 
Legal Aspects of School Administration 
Folklore for the Classroom 

Schools, Society and the Future . — 

Journal Writing: The “Il Am Now” Process- 

-@e Schools, Reality and Carlos Castaneda 

e Architecture with Children 

e Research in Education: Reading and Evaluating Professional Liter- 


ature 


Day, afternoon and evening courses. Located minutes from Harvard Square. Outstand- 
ing Faculty. REGISTER AT 24 MELLEN STREET, off Mass. Avenue in Cambridge. 
DECEMBER 13 - DECEMBER 22 9-5 PM Tuition $110 per credit. 


stand overnight. Next d 
cream butter, add sugar to it 
dually and beat until fluffy. Add 
eggs, one at a time, beating well 
after each addition. Combine 
flour, baking powder and salt,” 
and add to egg mixture in small 
amounts, alternately with fruit. 
Blend carefully. Pour into bread 
pans which have been lined with 
greased paper (brown wrapping 
paper or waxed paper). Bake at 
275 degrees for about three 
hours. Cool, take from pans, and 
remove paper. Wrap in strips of 
cheesecloth soaked in brandy or 
sherry and store in tins (careful 
wrapping in aluminum foil will 
suffice). Age at least four weeks, 
remoistening cheesecloth wrap- 
pings with booze weekly. A suf- 
ficiently boozed cake kept in a 
tight can in a cool place can be 
consumed up to a hundred years 
from now, if there’s anybody left. 
This recipe yields 12 pounds of 


fruitcake. 


Christmas is music, whatever 
that means for you. Maybe it’s 
the Crystals singing “I Saw 
Mommy Kissing Santa Claus,” 
or Brenda Lee singing “Jingle- 
bell Rock.” Maybe it’s singing 
chipmunks or Frank Sinatra or 


J.S. Bach or Joan Baez or the 


Tubes. To me, it is voices as 
warm and textured as candle 
flames. Sometimes, it is just my 
friends talking at a time of year 
when they feel a little extra 
warmth. It is the’ music of 
harpsichord, pianoforte and mu- 
sic-box — a sound that shim- 
mers like tinsel and shatters like 
ice. It is intense and burning. It 
lingers like a beam on a phos- 


| phor screen: 


through the spiraling 

i walked 

in senseless 

snow 

holding 

a crippled box 

which played beethoven 
in a broken way 

which pleased me. music 


~ evaporated 


from my footsteps 
_i cannot sing 
in evenings like that 
when knowing : 
was too much. 
Continued on page 46} 


LOKS 


‘UNLIMIT ED. 
WILL FURNISH AND 
INSTALL ONE OF D as 
WORLD'S MOST 
DEPENDABLE LOCKS. AND 
FOR THE INCREDIBLE: 
PRICE OF 


5 Lock, installation, and 


ler guard) 
(wood doors & floors) 
WHY WORRY ABOUT YOURS: 
APARTMENT. BEING ©. 
RIPPED OFF WHILE OUT 
EARNING A DAY’S PAY! A 
AUTHENTIC N.Y. POLI 
‘SOCK KEEPSYOUT 
BURGLARS, PEDDLERS, 
LANDLORDS.(SMILE); EVIL 
SPIRITS AND POLICE! 
call 936-5752 
For An Appointment. 


845 Boylston St., Boston 


PROJECT 
CHRISTMAS 
CRAFT SALE: 


CERAMICS, JEWELRY, 
PRINTS, CARDS, TOYS 
COOKIE SCULPTURE 
AND MORE 
#2: FRI. DEC. 10- 
SUN. DEC. 19 
CALL 491-0187-_ 
ART; CERAMICS, PHOTO 
WINTER BROCHURE 


141 huron ave camb, 


— 4 
. 
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‘ 
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‘ 
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All wool challis scarves in a variety of 
sizes—Floral and paisley. $2.50—$6 


A Dazzle T-shirt for any jeans wardrobe — 
At Dazzle, of course. $4 


Goods carries a full line of famous Caswell- 
Massey lotions and colognes for men. $5—$7.50 


Goods own make-up 
A full range of cosmetics 


Goods Department Store 


11-23 Boylston Street 
Harvard Square 


Monday 10-8 
Tuesday 10-8 
‘Wednesday 10-8 

Thursday . 10-9 
Friday 10-8 
Saturday 10-6 


Mastercharge and Bankamericard 
accepted 


Crescent moons, stars, and hearts — stud 
earrings in sterling, gold-filled and 14K. 


feet! Only at Goods. $4 each 


Famous wooler knit ties in beautiful 
color tones and textures. $5.50 


Selling Poster 


MARIJUANA PERMIT 


This is to certify that 


is authorized by the power vested in 


THE UNITED STATES 
OF AMERICA 


to own, grow, seli, peddle or otherwise possess or procur 
the oul wood cannabis setive or to in any menner 


its transport or use. 


the one everyone’s talking about 


The perfect gift for 


the head or 


executive on your 


shopping list. 


% 17x21” poster, black with gold leaf 


on yellow parchment 


Order your copy by mail or ask 
your local emporium to order it for 
you today .... RAND POSTER 


SALES is the largest poster 


distributor and manufacturer in 


New England 


§8"’) with such super 


SUPER ROCK POSTERS 
THE COMPACT 
POSTER DISPLAY 
NIT THA 
EVERYONE'S 
TALKING ABOUT | 


This beautiful poster 
unit contains 8 dozen 
giant posters (42" x a 


Stars as Kiss, Led 
Zeppelin, Elton John 
and many others. 
This unit was de- 
signed for the retailer 
who wants to con- 
serve space and at 
the same time in- 
crease profit. The 
rock star unit requires 
an area of only 12” x 
1 
write or call 


617-295-9305 


RAND 
POSTER SALES 


Box 483 
Teaticket, Mass. 02536 


For further information 


Order your copy by mail today: 


1 permit $1.50 
3 copies 3.00 
6 copies 5.00 
10 copies 7.50 


Price includes 5% tax 
and all postage costs 


\ 


write or call 


RAND POSTER SALES 


Box 483 


Teaticket, Mass. 02536 


Dealer inquiries invited 
we stock over 100 titles 


complete poster program available 


Fun and functional — a favorite mug with 
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New England-Women’s Service 

"Licensed by the Commonwealth of Mass. 
abortion birth control 

counseling gynecology 


free pregnancy tests 


738-1370 
1031 Beacon, Brookline 


Tanks of The Fines 
and Salt Water ig 


Debby's 
Gp 


Newtonville 
Brockton 
Open 5 Nights 7 days 


THE FISH ROOM 


at 
580-1190 


TALKING PARROTS 


Not exactly 
as shown 


MEN’S 8” INSULATED 


BOOT cenuine VIBRAM sott 


© Genuine Leather Uppers 
© Goodyear Welt Construction 
© Full Cushion Insole 


ALL FIRST QUALITY 


MEDIUM 
WIDTHS 


MEN’S SIZES 7 to 12 
VALUE ! 


59 MONTELLO ST. - RTE. 28 


elephone 583-7608 From Boston Aree 


DALY TO 5:30—WED. & FRI. ? 


FAMOUS FOR SAVINGS * SELECTION “NAME BRANDS 


Opening Soon Another Taymor’s at Sherwood Plaza Rte. 9 Natick 


PARA RARARARARARA RA RA RA PARA RA RA RA RARARA RA RA RA RA RARA 


with the Contoured Footbed 


SAR AA 


good | for the sole 


Within each Shakti Shoe is a contoured footbed that g 
manne your feet with each step. This contoured ‘etd, 


made 


rom cork latex, stimulates the sensitive nerve endings 


in the soles of your feet which invigorate your whole body. 
So when you wear a pair of Shakti Shoes, not only do your 


feet feel great, you feel great all over. 


Shakti Shoes 


1440 Mass. Ave. 
Phone 661-8784 


© Shakti Corporation, 1976 


In the heart of Harvard Square 


coffin nails with the joy 


Continued from page 44 
‘ji once knew you 
as madmen know 
one another, glancing 
each other to pieces 
over ice-covered boughs 
like spines 
that know no bending. 


Christmas can inspire that 
type of loneliness on a crowded 
city street. Look at the pain in 
the faces around you. You can 
see the rent money that is 
needed, the love not attained, 
the years lost. And somehow, it 
all hurts a little more at Christ- 
mas. Ever notice how import 
stores stock up on harakiri 
knives at Christmas? 

But there is also, despite 
everything, an irrepressible joy. 
Oh, the exquisite blackness of 
late afternoon in December! 
Colored reflections wriggle over 
the wet streets and warm light 
from the shop windows spills on- 
to the sidewalk. And these shops 
are filled with the loveliest of 
goods. Candles, fragrant and 
sensuous, tin angels ringing their 
clear chimes, hand-made wood- 
en toys from Japan, Poland, 
France, and Kentucky in bright 
candy colors. Jars of fancy 
jellies, striped candies and 
chocolate apples cover the 
shelves at the market. At the 
florist is an abundance of pine 
cones, evergreens and holly. Ah, 
holly . . . The legend says that it 
sprang from Christ’s footsteps as 
he wandered over the earth. I 
guess that makes holly a mir- 
acle. Anybody who can look at 
the stuff and think otherwise is a 
damn fool. 

No one can forget his first 
Christmas alone. 


Chicago, a decade ago: 
Colored beams from a light- 
house skim the black waters of 
the lake. Jesus, it’s cold. Thou- 
sands of small ice chunks in the 
water clink together like glass 
wind chimes. The city lights 
blaze into the night sky like a 
dazzling electric crown. I work 
nights selling candy and cigar- 
ettes for Walgreen’s. All the ci- 
garettes are coming through in 
gift cartons decorated for Christ- 
mas. I myself am not allowed to 
smoke while working, but I ma- 
nage to sneak a hit off a dying 
Camel now. and again. The 
plainclothes dick, a retired po- 
lice sergeant, takes a break from 
following weirdos around the 
store and slips me his card. On 
the back he writes the address of 
a wholesale outfit where I can get 
a break on Christmas gifts. I 
thank him for his courtesy, and 
we spend a dreary quarter of an 
hour talking about “boosters.” 
He shows me his armpit and his 
gun again. 

The Muzak is merciless. Hours. 
of “Silver Bells’ and “‘Jinglebell 


-Rock” and “Have A Holly Jolly 


Christmas” beneath the ruth- 
less fluorescents. The Christ- 
mas displays in the liquor de- 
partment are turned by little 
grinding synchronous motors. I 
could use a drink right about 
now. Earlier in the evening a 
small gang of punks promised to 
“take care of me”’ after I got off 
work, because I wouldn’t let 
them steal candy. I’ve got my 
own monkey to feed. I buy my- 
self a couple of squares of John- 
son’s Vanilla Fudge. One satis- 
fies my immediate needs and the 
other rests reassuringly in the 
pocket of my red Walgreen’s 
smock. 

. My favorite regulars have al- 
ready come and gone. Nancy the 
waitress and sometimes model, 
six years my senior, who calls me 
her “beautiful child” came by. 
Nancy is schizoid — a type I 
seem to attract. I also saw the 
poor old lady who is always just 
barely able to pay for her pack of 
cigarettes with the nickels and 
pennies in her little rag of a 
purse. She smokes Marvels. She 


main, and it sounds like she is 
asking for “marbles.” I love her, 


- and I make sure that she always 


+has enough to buy the cigar- 
ettes. 

It is over at last. The till is 
counted, my card is punched, 
and I walk out the door with a 
big stick. The punks are not 
around. After walking for about 
a block, I toss the stick away. It 
is snowing. All the night sky is a 
fine white bubble that has shat- 
tered and is drifting slowly to 
earth. The streetlamps swim in 
this ocean of light. Crazy St. El- 
mo’s fire. Somewhere on a side 
street is a Christmas tree lot. I 
find it, and select a small but 
beautiful tree. It was never more 
important. I carry it into the 
Loop, past drunken sailors and 
Salvation Army tubas, I carry 
it up the iron stairs of the ele- 
vated train, and ride to another 
temporary home. 

There were to be happier 
Christmases,.of course, like the 
one’ at ert Frost’s old farm in 
Derry just five years ago. I never 
dreamed that one day I would be 
walking on snowshoes in the New 
Hampshire woods ... . 

Ed, who had been raised in 
Vermont;-is accomplished in the 
Yankee art of chicken-stepping 
over snow, but I - am able to 
keep up. Half a’ mile into the 
woods we find a tree that is 
pretty, in its own scraggy way. 
Ed tightens the jawstring of his 
cowboy hat, blows ceremonious- 
ly into his large, soft hands and 
raises the axe. Whack! TFhwack! 
Crack! Our victim falls, and we 
head back to the house. The sun 
sinks low into the trees. 

Back home, Kathy and Amy: 
are busy baking cookies and 
practicing the black art of ori- 
gami. I’m not sure what Dick is 
doing, but in any case I don’t 
blame him for it. They are listen- 
ing to John Fahey’s Christmas 

Album. I cut some turtles out of 
construction paper for the tree, 
but they aren’t very good. Any- 
way, it’s time to make the was- 
sail. 

That night we decorate the 
tree together in an upstairs room 
that has wide wooden floor-. 
boards and an empty cable spool 
for a table. But there are also 
soft chairs and warm blankets. 
The windows are steamy and 
garnished with greens. Upon the 
tene goes all the joy of our day. 
.uper chains and cookies and 
snowflake cutouts and strings of 
popcorn. Strings of those beau- 
tiful little lights produced in the 
sweatshops of Taiwan and Italy. 
Paper trees and birds and 
turtles. When the tree is deco- 
rated, -we drink wassail and 
listen to music and read Christ- 
mast stories out loud. Every year 
for the past 15 I have read aloud 
A Christmas Memory and A 
Child’s Christmas in Wales to 
some willing victim. And the 
beauty lasts. 

It grows late. The wassail has 
taken its toll. Amy and Ed, 
Kathy and Dick go to their 
rooms. I can see that they are 
feeling very close. I am to sleep 
in the room with the tree, and 
when I am alone, I turn out all 
the lights but those on the tree. 
Through my smudged glasses, 
the colors appear like cotton 
candy. My head is a ginger ne- 
bula that spins like a music box 
playing “O Tannenbaum.” The 
tree is fragrant. Sugar angels 
chant from its branches. It feels 
as though all the women I have 
ever loved are near. Another 
Christmas past. 

I wipe a window with my hand 
and look at starlight from a thou- 
sand years ago, pointing to a 
Christmas future, when a wo- 
man as beautiful as any I have 
ever known would pay a sur- 
prise visit at midnight to give me 
a homemade fruitcake, and her 
love. Even my Mattel Burp Gun 
would be useless against her. Her 
name, I swear to you, is Holly. It 
was only last year. 
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row on sale. 
\ stec| frames & comfy 
cushions of canva> come 


Hurry for 
best color se!- 


ection. 

G Hh arms) 
hiback ottoaan 


furnishing your home with fresh ideas 


25 First Street, Cambridge -tel.354-6009 ; 
daily 12-8, sat. 10-6:near Lechmere Sta. } 


LOSE 15-20 POUNDS. 
IN 7 WEEK 


Crittenton Hastings House 


| 


& HEALTH INSTITUTE (617) 782-7600 
individual counseling excellent medical ca 
a non-profit social service agency $3.00 for 4 lines $1.50 pet healiline. See § 
10 Perthshire Road, Boston (Brighton) MA our coupon in Section H 


Longy School of Music 
Benefit Concert 
Four Beethoven Sonatas 


Russell Sherman, piano 
December 16, Thursday, 8 pm 


Eb major, opus 7 

d minor, opus 31 No.2 (Tempest) 

C major, opus 53 (Waldstein) 

. minor, opus 57 (Appassionata) 
Proceeds benefit the development of the Longy 
Chamber Music Scholarship Program. 
Contributions are $15.00 of which $10.00 is tax- 
deductible. For reservations please call John Dean at 
876-0956. Tickets will be available at the door. 


The artist has donated his services for this event. 


110/220 volts. 90mm, F2.5 colorplan lens. 


QUANTITIES 


LIMITED! 


Prices 
With Ad 


The smallest range finder camera featuring a 
LEICA bayonet lens mount and selective 
through the lens exposure metering. Black 
body. 40mm F2 Summicron-C lens. 


$ 95 
PRADOVIT RC 389 
SLIDE PROJECTOR $4 99" 


TILTALL 

TRIPOD 

For the professional 

photographer black 
finish 


LIMITED QUANTITIES 


4 MITH. ....... 


LIMITED 
WOLF & SMITH CO. 
With Ad Only 


Prices Good 
_ 401 Mass. Ave. (Central Sq.) Cambridge =‘ 
Monday-Friday 10:30 to 7 P.M. — Saturday 10:30 to 6 °.M 

Cash — Master Charge -- No Checks Please Phone 876-3210 


Lost your pet monkey, dog, or cat? 
Need a ride or riders to New Jersey this week-end? 
Don’t know where to get concert information? 

Want to know today’s astrological report? 
How do I make a pifia colada? 
Vie a duck? 
What's the population of Budapest? 
Got something to tell us? 


Call the 


We listen, too. 9:00 A.M.—12 midnight, 7 days a week. 


i 
| 
Our full sted. 
of Stuns and D 
PICTURE YOURSELF IN UNCLE AL’S PHOTO DEPT. 
Stuns (armless) 
A 
| $7495 
- 
4 
314 
\ 
| 
| 
«CC 


SANTA GOES 


BRANDS MART SELLS 
EVERYTHING FOR PEANUTS! 

) While other Hi-Fi establishments raise their prices at 

Christmas time to grab a few extra dollars when the 

Be; public is forced into buying situations, we at BRANDS 
MART LOWER our already low, low prices. —— During 
this Holiday Sale period, come on in and see how 

you can buy for peanuts. 


WITH BASE, DUSTCOVER & 
M91ED CARTRIDGE 857 23-CHANNEL 
DOLBY CASSETTE DECK MOBILE CB UNIT | 


WITH PHASE LOCK 


LOOP 
Low 
558 


Coupon Expires Dec. 22, 1976 


THE RUDOLPH alla THE VIXEN NOT A COUPON 
$7210 AM/FM STEREO RECEIVER 9090 AM/FM STEREO RECEIVER 3 


Dual 1225 AUTOMATIC TURNTABLE COMPLETE WITH Dual] 1249 AUTOMATIC TURNTABLE COMPLETE 


BASE, DUSTCOVER & M91ED WITH V-15 TYPE Ill CARTRIDGE 
CARTRIDGE 


2 HiFi 4 way (5 driver) 2 S500 HiFi 4 way (7 driver) 


November Price 


340, 


CASSETTE DECK h AT 12E T 7 
: Buy the new 2E ELLIPTICAL 440C AUTOMATIC TURNTABLE 


_ MAGNETIC CARTRIDGE at our Nov. 


24 


November 
Price 


Coupon Expires Dec. 22, 1976 


Low Holiday 
Price 
‘9 
Coupon Expires Dec. 22, 1976 I 


price and get the Disc Cleaner & 


Record Cleaner FREE Handsome 
Gift Pack 


@Pause contro! @ Loudness 
control @ Digital tape counter @ 
Built-in condenser microphone @ 
Automatic battery charging @ 
Automatic tape shut-off @ 
AC/DC/ battery power 


Low Holiday Low Holiday 
Price November Price Price 
Coupon Expires Dec. 22, 1976 62 Coupon 22, 1976 59 
BRANDS MART is a clos a BRANDS MART 
CARD or College 1.D. to get in and take advantage of our low, low prices. 
JLIUVE t 
DISTRIBUTION CENTER & 
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4 
URS: 

Not open to : 
Uniess DEC. 27- 
you do not -9 pm 

| 


